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Then here’s to our boyhood, its gold and its gray! 

The stars of its winters, the dews of its Mays! 

And when we have done with our life-lasting toys, 

Dear Father, take care of Thy children, THE BOYS! 
— O. W. Holmes. 


FOREWORD 


They say that life is a highway and its milestones — 
are the years, | 
And now and then there’s a toll-gate where you 
buy your way with tears. 
It’s a rough road and a steep road and it stretches. 
broad and far, | 
But at last it leads to a golden Town where golden . 
Houses are. 


The story of what people have done or experienced in the past 
and the effects of these events is called history. Many students 
consider history a “dry subject”, failing to realize that it is 
nothing more than daily living retold.. The events. of today will 
be history tomorrow, and if these present events are interesting, 
then the retelling of them should also be attractive. “Every man 


99 


is a volume, if you know how to read him.” Longfellow has re- 
minded us of the two vital lessons we may gather from the knowl- 


edge of the past events of our fellowman: 


Lives of great men all remind us 
We can make our lives sublime, 
And, departing, leave behind us 
Footprints on the sand of time. 


It is inadvisable, and possibly dangerous, after putting one’s 
hand to the plow, to look back—while plowing; but it is naturally 
helpful to turn when the end of a furrow has been reached; and 
in making a second furrow, one must pass along side the first. . 
Garfield once said, “Things don’t turn up in this world until 
somebody turns them up.” The seeds sown in the daily living of 
this life produce the harvest to be reaped in eternity. The seeds 
are given to us by God, Who alone determines the length of the 
furrows, but the plowing and planting depend upon us. Before 
reaping “V—for Victory”, we must first of all sow “V—for 
Virtue”. 


Youth, who looks forward, thinks that fifty years is a very 
long time; but elders, who can look back over the years, feel 
that even a half century is all too brief. To a religious teaching 
Congregation, fifty years are but as many lines on a page in the 
Book of Life. To the members of such an Order, the success of 
the Story depends upon the harvest of souls reaped for God 
throughout their short years of labor. The Brothers of Saint 
Francis Xavier, in commemorating their arrival in Worcester fifty 
years ago, justly realize that a beneficient Father has blessed them 
with golden conquests in His Name. 


Historically, it seems the Church has developed by contradic- 
tions. The upheaval in Saint Benedict’s time filled the monas- 
teries with Brothers, and the pleasure-mad movement of Saint 
Francis’ age in Assisi made many men take refuge from it in the 
Franciscan Brotherhood. Like the family of Saint Bernard, they 
not only followed Christ, but overtook Him—which. is the thing 
that counts most. Can the very paganism and unrest of today be 
used as the occasion for inducing many young men to reflect and 
inquire: “Where is there safety for my soul? What good can 
I do in this world to help me and others in the next.” Are not 
many good young men now groping for spiritual security because 
they are frightened by the loose ideas of marriage, confused by 
labor troubles, and puzzled over many current problems? Is not 
the time ripe for portraying to these men the real security, the 
real worth-whileness of the life of the Religious Teacher? 


Several thousand years ago, King David cried out in prophecy: 
“He hath made a remembrance of His wonderful works.” The 
object of this souvenir is to show that this prophecy has been, and 
‘is still being, daily fulfilled in the manifestations of the generous 
Providence of God. The object, then, is not to exhibit the work 
done by the Brothers at Saint John’s, but to proclaim some of the 
deeds accomplished by God through His manipulation of human 
instruments. 


May this feeble effort find some good effects on the minds and 
hearts of its readers, and (to paraphrase Lincoln) for those who 
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| 0, we Beco trust that those who persevere in perus- 
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Cod’ s in His heaven — 
_ ALPs right with the world. 


The Editor. 


XAVERIAN BROTHERS 
4409 Frederick Avenue 
Baltimore 29, Maryland | 


Office of the Provincial 


May 9, 1944 
Dear Brother Nathan: 

On the golden anniversary of our Brothers in St. John’s 
Parish, Worcester, this year, the publication by Brother Elias of 
a history of St. John’s high school has merited the episcopal 
approval of His Excellency, Most Reverend Thomas M. O’Leary, 
D.D., Bishop of Springfield. 


The Xaverian Brothers, who have been privileged to labor 
for a half century under the leadership of the Reverend Pastors of 
St. John’s, rejoice on this anniversary that the blessings of God 
have favored their efforts for the boys of St. John’s and of the 
city of Worcester in general. St. John’s alumni, old and young, 
have honored their Alma Mater and her teachers. The satisfaction 
experienced by our Brothers in the distinguished success of St. 
John’s graduates has brought encouragement to them in their 
vocational mission as religious teachers, and in the present gen- 
eration of graduates they have abundant evidence that the prin- 
ciples taught are being translated into Catholic action and patriotic 
duty. 


Happily our first Superior at St. John’s, Brother Robert, 
still lives to render thanks to God for the golden harvests. The in- 
spiration of his example in the early years in Worcester serves as 
an admirable tradition for you who are now entrusted with the 
school’s interests and achievements. 

Proficiat! Ad multos annos! 


Fraternally, 
Brother Edmund, C.F.X. 


Provincial 
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* * * 


CHAPTER I 
PIONEER CATHOLICITY 
1826-1834 


, By coincidence — or more probably, the Providence of God — 
the truth of the words of Sallust, the Roman historian: ‘‘Con- 
cordia res parvae crescunt” — Through concord small things 
increase — and the motto adopted by the Xaverian Brothers, has 
been exemplified in the early history of Saint John’s Parish. For 
over a hundred years after the founding of Worcester, that com- 
munity jemained predominantly Protestant. Catholics, of a con- 
siderable number, are first mentioned in the records of 1826. 
They were chiefly Irish immigrants imported by the contractors 
of the Blackstone Canal. Although the project lasted but two 
years, many of the laborers decided to settle in the town of 
Worcester, a name meaning ““War-castle.”’ 


During the next eight years, these Catholic newcomers increas- 
ed in number as did also the needs of their religious faiii to sus- 
tain them spiritually in their new surroundings. Accozdingly, 
they requested Bishop Fenwick of Boston to send them a priest, 
with the result that Father James Fitton, then Pastor at Hartiord, 
was appointed to minister to the Catholics of Worcester once a 
menth, 


-- On April 6, 1834, Father Fitton, after some difficulty in finding 
a convenient place, at length obtained consent to offer holy mass 
for the first time in this town in the new store erected by Mr. 
Bailey, a stone building on Front Street which now stands west 
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of the viaduct of the Blackstone Canal, now covered over by 
Harding Street. With the Catholics in town and those who came 
from the factories of Clappville and Millbury, about sixty wor- 
shippers asembled on this occasion. Often in pleasant weather, 
Mass was said on the large rocks, Nature’s own cathedral, near 
the entrance to the “deep cut” on the B. & A. railroad. 


These pioneers of Catholicity in Worcester, by their devoted 
zeal, so impressed Father Fitton that he planned to build a church 
for them but found further difficulty in buying land. Again the 
Providence of God furthered the progress of religion. Three, 
prominent men of the town came to the assistance of Father Fitton. 
William Lincoln, brother of the Governor of Massachusetts, 
Francis P. Blake, and Harvey Pierce purchased in their own 
name the parcel of land on which Saint John’s Church now stands. 
This property consisted, at the time, of a cornfield with a cowpath 
running through it. This path was cut into a street and called 
Temple Street from the fact that a church was being erected there. 


On July 6, 1834, fourteen years before Worcester became a 
city, Father Fitton’s dreams were realized when the foundation 
of Christ Church was laid, the first Catholic Church in Wor- 
cester and the first Church built in the territory now ruled by the 
Bishop of Springfield. This small wooden building was erected 
just west of the present site of Saint John’s Church. Tobias 
Boland built this first Catholic Church on Temple Street, and later 
also built the first educational edifice at Mount Saint James. 


Many have wondered why the priests’ residence on Temple 
Street is called ““Presbytery” instead of “Rectory”, a more com- 
mon term. The word “presbytery”, meaning a body of elders, 
is derived from the Greek presbuteros, the comparative of the ad- 
jective “old”, a term used commonly in the ancient Church by 
the first Christians. The word is still used in the present Roman 
Catholic Church to mean a priest’s residence, and it is but fitting 


that Saint John’s, the Mother Church of the Catholic Churches in 
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the Diocese of Springfeld and in Worcester, a city now second in 
size and importance to Boston, the capital of the State—should 
use this ancient and appropriate term. 


The cross which crowned Christ Church is still preserved in the 
present church-yard as a fitting memorial to the zealous devotion 
of Worcester’s pioneer Catholics and to the Providence of God 


in their behalf. 


Bryant, the poet, considered Truth invincible; but all Christians 
know that the Church is Truth, and like 


“Truth crushed to earth shall rise again, — 
The eternal years of God are hers.” 
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St. John’s Church — wih original spire 


and the Presbytery 


CHAPTER II 
GROWTH OF ST JOHN’S 
UNDER THE EARLY PASTORS 


1834 — 1843 


To the great joy of the people, Father James Fitton was made 
the first Pastor of the first Catholic Church in Worcester. The 
small wooden building, after some years, was removed to another 
part of the Church grounds, received additions, and became 
known as the “Catholic Institute” instead of Christ Church. In 
this same year (1834), the Catholics purchased their first bury- 
ing-ground, 


This first Church was a reminder of the universal mother- 
Church; for about its rails were gathered whites and blacks; In- 
dians, Irish, English, French, and natives. Faith made one. 


family, and God was the Father of the Household. 


Father Fitton had labored among the Penobscot Indians in 
Maine, and every summer during his pastorate in Worcester he 


had the pleasure of welcoming a portion of this tribe who made _ 


a pilgrimage yearly to Christ Church to see their beloved friend, 
pitching their tents at the foot of Temple Street. Every Sunday, 
after devoutly attending Mass, these Indians would gather in a 
circle outside the door of the Church and, kneeling on the ground, 
would await the hand of Father Fitton in blessing on each individ- 
ual head, after which, in silence, they would contentedly return 


to their camp. 


In 1837, two schools were established by this Pastor: one for 
children in the basement of the Institute, the other for the instruc- 
tion of boys in the higher branches of education. The latter was 
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situated on Pakachoag hill and called Mount Saint James Sem- 
inary. To the zeal and generosity of Father Fitton and to this 
humble beginning is indebted the present famous Holy Cross 
College. 


Father Fitton saw the corner-stone of this future world-famed 
institution laid on June 21, 1843, and rejoiced that the Fathers 
of the Society of Jesus answered the call of Bishop Fenwick to 
take charge. In this same year, much to the regret of his parish- 
ioners, Father Fitton was removed from his beloved and loving 
Worcester. 


1843 — 1845 


Father A. Williamson succeeded Father Fitton and labored but 
eighteen months with his new flock when the Good Shepherd 
claimed him as His own. 


1845 — 1856 


The little congregation of Christ Church had increased so 
steadily that Father Matthew W. Gibson, who became Pastor after 
the death of Father Williamson, at once favored the building of 
a new church to accommodate the parishioners. It was quickly 
decided that ‘“‘a new, large, and respectable Church be erected on 
the site of Christ Church.” 


On May 27, 1845, the foundation stone of the present Church 
was laid. The plate of the old Church was taken from its place 
and put in the corner-stone with the new ones for Saint John’s, the 
dedication taking place on June 29, 1846. 


As the years went on, missions were established in the sur- 
rounding towns, which were attended by priests from the little 
Church of the Evangelist. Through the energetic efforts of Father 
Gibson, “old Saint Anne’s” was established in the eastern part of 
the city in 1854 with the Reverend John J. Power as first Pastor, 


GrowTH OF St. Joun’s 
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who, ten years later, brought the Sisters of Mercy to Worcester, 
the first religious community to enter the diocese. The Reverend 
Matthew W. Gibson, most energetic as a missionary, in thirteen 
years built churches in nine places of Worcester county and in 


ten more established parishes. 


1856 — 1864 


Father John Boyce came to Worcester in 1847, and nine years 
later became the fourth Pastor of Saint John’s Church. He was 
characterized by his love of his fellowman, basing the Brother- 
hood of Man on. the Fatherhood of God. His law was the golden 
rule. An eloquent lecturer, a talented musician, he also became 
an enviable writer, using the pseudonym “Paul Peppergrass”’. 
The early Catholics of Worcester mourned at their loss when 
Father Boyce passed to his reward on January 2, 1864, at the 
age of fifty-four, to join the heavenly choirs. 


A glimpse of the rapid progress and position of Catholicity in 
Worcester at this time is given in an interesting Biographical 
Sketch of Paul Peppergrass by J. F. McLaughlin, Esq., a lawyer- 
friend of Father Boyce. 


His funeral was the largest that ever took place in Worcester. Over 
five thousand persons swelled the mournful cortege. He was buried from 
St. John’s Church, of which he had so long been the beloved pastor. The 
office for the dead was chanted by about forty of his brother clergymen, 
when the coffin was fastendd up, and slowly removed from the Church 
which had so often rung with his eloquent admonitions ... . 


The revenue from his books, his lectures, and in the way of “literary 
windfalls”, as he facetiously styled the proceeds derived from occasional 
essays, superadded to constant presents from a large circle of warm ad- 
mirers, and the receipts of his Parish, perhaps the richest in the Diocese 
o} Boston, all combined to make up an income of very considerable mag- 
nitude . . . . The luxury of alleviating misery always kept him poor, 
and at his death his affairs were found to be involved in serious and 
embarassing complications . .. . 
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1864 — 1885 


The priest who succeeded Father Boyce as Pastor -of Saint 
John’s was Father P. T. O’Reilly, who later was consecrated the 
first Bishop of the Springfield Diocese. In July, 1867, Father 
Thomas Griffin came to Worcester to assist Father O’Reilly, and 
on the removal of the latter to Springfield three years later, 
Father Griffin was placed in charge of Saint John’s. Bishop 
O’Reilly’s love for Worcester prompted him to remain at Saint 
John’s until 1885; but between that date and the date of bis death, 
May 28, 1892, he made many trips to Worcester to lay the corner- 
stones of the Churches which were rapidly increasing in number. 
The love and affection of the people for their beloved deceased 
prelate were shown in a marked degree by the large concourse 
that assembled at Saint John’s on the 30th of May, to assist at 
the solemn requiem Mass. 


During the Golden Jubilee of Christ Church, 1884, extensive 


additions were made to Saint John’s. 
1885 — 1894. 


According to available dates, Father Griffin was nominally in | 
charge of Saint John’s since 1870, but his Pastorate dates from 
1885. To this sixth Pastor, Saint John’s owes much of the ad- 


vancement in parochial education. 


On Tuesday, August 27, 1872, the community of Notre Dame 
de Namur, consisting of eight members, came to Worcester at 
the zealous request of Father Griffin to take charge of his school 
for girls. The Bigelow estate on Vernon Street had been previ- 
ously purchased and fitted up as a residence for the Sisters, and 
the year following their arrival a brick school-house was erected 


on the convent grounds. 


The oldest parochial schools in Worcester, therefore, are in 
Saint John’s Parish. The parish school for girls opened in 1873 
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with an attendance of 300. Saint John’s school for boys was es- 
tablished in the early eighties. On his return from a trip home 
to his native land, Father Griffin brought with him a community 
of the Christian Brothers of Ireland to serve as the faculty. Their 
stay in Worcester was brief, however, for after two years, on 
account of the vicissitudes of the climate, they were called back 
by their superiors to their native land. ‘The Sisters then took 
charge of the boys who did not change to the public schools. 


On September 21, 1879, Bishop O’Reilly laid the cornerstone 
of the Church of the Sacred Heart, which continued under the pro- 
tecting care of Saint John’s until January 24, 1880, when the 
Reverend Thomas J. Conaty, then a curate of Saint John’s was 
appointed Pastor of the new parish. 


During the first month of 1887, Father Griffin purchased a 
house and two and a half acres of land at the head of Grafton 
Street as a site for church, rectory, schools, and convent for a 
new parish, which, before the year was over, was known as Saint 
Stephen’s. 


On July 30, 1889, the Holy Father appointed Reverend 
Thomas Griffin a domestic prelate. In conjunction with this honor, 
the Seminary of Saint Mary’s, Baltimore, conferred the degree of 
Doctor of Divinity, and a papal brief bestowed on him the title of 
Monsignor. 


The corner-stone of a school — “‘the Old Building’? — across 
from the Church, is dated August 16, 1891. On November 21, 
1892, Saint John’s new hall, now called ‘“‘auditorium’’, was 
opened to the public for the first time. On that evening the 
Catholics of Worcester assembled to welcome their new Bishop, 
the Right Reverend Thomas D. Beaven. The new hall exceeded 
their fondest expectations, the stage being larger than that found 
in any other school in the city, and the few well-chosen words 
which the newly-elected prelate used in its praise added much to 
the delight of his audience. 
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In September, 1893, the Sisters of Providence came to Worces- 
ter and took up their residence at the Bartlett estate on Vernon 
Street, which had been purchased some years before by Mon- 
signor Griffin. These good Sisters are a diocesan order, having 
their Mother House in Holyoke and, by their labors in behalf of 
the sick and afflicted, have endebted themselves to the people of 
Worcester. | 


In 1893, the Monsignor applied to the Provincial of the Xav- 
erians, Brother Alexius, with the result that in September, 1894, 
a school for boys was formally opened in Saint John’s Parish, 
with the Xaverian Brothers of Baltimore in charge. 
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CHAPTER, III 
THEODORE JAMES RYKEN 


FOUNDER OF THE XAVERIAN BROTHERS 


Why mention the founder of the new teaching order of re- 
ligious men who came to Worcester fifty years ago? Who was 
this Theodore Ryken who founded the Xaverian Brothers in the 
city of Bruges, Belgium, in 1839? In Chapter I, reference was 
made to the coincidence connected with the motto of the Xaverians 
and the concord found among the early setilers of Worcester— 
not only among the Catholics but also among their Protestant 
neighbors. Another coincidence will be found in the life of Mr. 
Ryken, later Brother Francis Xavier, and his relations with the 
Indians in America. As the Hand of God can be readily seen 
guiding His infant Church in Worcester, so also can His Provi- 
dence be perceived leading forward in its growth this Congrega- 
tion founded in His honor. 


Theodore James Kyken was born on August 30, 1797, in Els- 
hout, North Brabant, Holland, of middie class parents known for — 
their ardent Catholicity. Becoming an orphan at an early age, 
he was reared by a saintly nucle who successfully impressed upon 
the boy’s character the lasting virtues of faith, zeal for souls, and 


devotron to duty. 


Even as a young man, Theodore felt drawn to the cause of 
Christian education, and practiced Catholic Action by his ardent 
zeal—at one time as a catechist, then in assisting in an orphan- 
age, and also in caring for cholera patients in North Holland. 


At the age of thirty-four, in 1831, Mr. Ryken came to America 
to offer his services as a catechist among the missionaries to the 


ng 
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Indians—the same work Father Fitton was doing at about the 
same time. During his three years here, Mr. Ryken conceived 
the idea of forming a group of religious Brothers to assist the 
priests in their work among the Indians. With this dream, he 
returned to Belgium, a most missionary-minded country (as wit- 
nessed by the zeal of Father Damien or Blessed Julie Billiart, 
among many others), and drew up a plan to establish his society. 


In 1837, Mr. Ryken paid a second visit to America—possibly 
by divine inspiration—and this time realized that the white youth 
of America needed instruction more than did the Indians. Ac- 
cordingly, he changed his original plans, especially when Bishop 
Rosati of St. Louis, whom he consulted, encouraged him to found 
a religious order whose members would labor among all classes 
of American youth. He was further aided by six other American 
Bishops’ sanctions and invitations to bring religious teachers to 
the United States. 


Once more Theodore Ryken worked on his plan, journeying 
frequently to Rome where he received the permission and bless- 
ing of Pope Gregory XVI. Having also received the episcopal 
sanction of Monsignor Boussen, Bishop of Bruges, he founded 
the new society on June 5,. 1839 and entered the novitiate of the 
Redemptorist Fathers at St. Trond, Belgium, in preparation for 
his new life. Rules were drawn up which were approved by the 
Bishop of Bruges. On December 3, 1843, feast of Saint Francis 
Xavier, patron of the Congregation, the venerated Foundér and 
his first companions received the habit after a five-day retreat con- 
ducted by the Jesuit Father Stock. With the religious habit they 
also received religious names—Theodore James Ryken being 
known thereafter as Brother Francis Xavier. After three years of 
patient waiting and longing, they were permitted to pronounce 
vows, thus constituting them a religious congregation. 


In the same year the Founder received the habit, his friend and 
promoter of his cause, Bishop Rosati, died. Ten years later, 
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Brother Francis Xavier was presented to Bishop Spalding of 
Louisville, who had stopped in Bruges on his way to Rome. From 
the Register of Chronological Events of the Congregation we learn 
this interesting incident: 

Ghysighem, April 17, 1853 


On this day, being the feast of the Patronage of St. Joseph, it was 
agreed to send a colony of Xaverian Brothers to Louisville, Ky., U..S. of 
America, to teach the children of parish and private schools. The con- 
tract was drawn up and signed by the contracting parties, Rt. Rev. Martin 
John Spalding, Bishop of Louisville, and Brother Francis (Theodore 
Ryken), Founder of the Xaverian Brothers. This act of agreement was 
signed at the country seat of the pious Baroness of Ghysighem where the 
Rt. Rev. Bishop Spalding was her guest. 


Thus accepting the invitation of this noted prelate, the Founder 
accompanied six Brothers to America in 1854, Louisville, Ken- 
tucky, becoming the first home of the Brothers in the United 
States. 


Brother Francis Xavier sailed back to Bruges and continued to 
rule his congregation for the next ten years as its first Superior 
General. Although he exemplified great personal holiness, the 
Founder lacked natural ability to administer temporal affairs. 
When a crisis arose at the Mother House in Bruges in 1860, - 
Brother Francis Xavier humbly resigned his office into younger 
hands, and spent the last eleven years of his life as a simple sub- 
ject in the order he had established. 


On November 26, 1871, at the age of seventy-four, Brother 
Francis Xavier died a saintly death, after having had the happi- 
ness to be present at the first General Chapter of his order, and 
the consolation of knowing that the Brothers in America had 
passed safely through the hardships of their pioneer years. Per- 
haps he had a preview of a future Chapter of his Congregation 
in Rome, where the present Generalate is located, and of hun- 
dreds of members laboring for souls in America, Belgium, Eng- 
land, and the Congo, Africa. 
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All great enterprises are strengthened by adversity, and we 
must not think that Theodore Ryken and his followers had no 
trials and tribulations. Without a single disciple,,to encourage 
him, he, already middle-aged, and a Hollander, began an ap- 
parently hopeless task to establish a religious order of Brothers 
for the instruction of youth. Others had tried before him and 
failed;.in the city of Bruges itself three similar attempts had 
shortly before been abandoned. Many of the clergy were skep- 
tical; criticisms, rebuffs, oppositions appeared on all sides. His 
first two followers deserted him, and after three years, with only 
a half dozen members, the future Congregation of the Xaverian 
Brothers was quite unpromising. 


When the Bishop of Bruges was urged to suppress this new- 
born institution, he echoed the words of Gamaliel in the Jewish 
Council when urged to consent to the death of the Apostles. Said 
the Bishop, “If that institution does not. come from God, it will 
break down of itself, for it has neither learning, nor wealth, nor 
patronage” -— an eloquent description of the humble and un- 
certain foundation of the Congregation. 


Although founded for America, the Order was too poor in 
money and numbers to send Brothers over here until fifteen years 
after its foundation. The Founder and his pioneer followers suf- 
fered destitution rather than poverty, but they were men of faith 
in a God Who had said, “All things are possible to him that 
believeth” and “Seek ye first the kingdom of heaven and all these 
things shall be added.” 


In July, 1843, the Founder, through the aid of Saint Joseph, 
established a free school and in the following September a school 
at which tuition was charged. Both these schools were founded 
at “het Walletje’’, Bruges. This property was so named from 
the moat that surrounded it. This same house in which the 
American Pioneers had received the Habit and pronounced their 
vows, and where they had become imbued with the spirit of the 
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Founder — a spirit of prayer, simplicity, mortification, zeal for 
souls, and obedience — was also known as “The House of Provi- 
dence” because in it the spirit of poverty and fraternal charity 
was practiced to a heroic degree and rewarded even more gen- 
erously. 


The retirement of the Founder in his old age to save his Con- 
gregation from ruin, according to human prudence, seems ironic; 
yet it is proof that the work he had begun was not totally of human 
origin. He acknowledged that he was but a weak instrument in 
the Hands of a Master, and was content to be placed aside for 
other tools. 


God rewarded the virtue and faith of Brother Francis Xavier 
and his followers, for to those who love Him all things work 
together unto good. The Brothers had a friend in the Bishop 
himself, whose charity helped to maintain them; in the Jesuit 
Father Van Kerkhoven they found a wise and sympathetic coun- 
selor who cheered them; and from the banker, M. Dujardin, they 
gathered temporal security sufficient to buy needed property and 
to provide professional training in normal schools for the. teach- 
ing Brothers. To Saint Joseph himself is attributed the money 
needed to transport the first group of Brothers to America. How- 
ever, the Brothers continued to imitate Christ, the Model of pov- 
erty. “Being rich,” says Saint Paul, “He became poor for your 
sake, that through His poverty you might become rich.” The 
Brothers indeed became rich spiritually, and, in time, contrary 
to the Bishop’s opinion, gained both in learning and in patron- 
age. There are hundreds of other instances of loving Provi- 
dence, needless to relate, for we of little faith even know that 
those who place their trust in God shall never be confounded. 


CHAPTER IV 


ARRIVAL OF THE XAVERIAN BROTHERS 
IN WORCESTER, 1894 


No better description of the arrival of the Brothers in Worcester 
fifty years ago can be written than that found in The Spy — 
Worcester’s first newspaper. The clipping dated September 1, 
1894 was evidently preserved by Brother Robert. 


The following is the news verbatim: 


THE BROTHERS ARRIVE 


Teachers for the St. John’s Boys 
Parochial School in ‘Town 


They are Received and Entertained by 
Monsignor Thomas Grifhn 


The four Xaverian brothers whom Monsignor Griffin 
has engaged to take charge of St. John’s parochial school 
on Temple and Winter Streets, arrived in Worcester, 
Wednesday morning from Baltimore, Md. They are all 
young men, the oldest being 36. Their names in re- 
ligion are: Brother Robert, the superior; Brother Hugh; 
Brother Calasanctius and Brother Anthony. They were 
accompanied from Baltimore by Brother Paul, master 
of novices of the order. The brothers were received by 
Monsignor Griffin, who conducted them to the residence, 
or rather monastery, which had been prepared for them 
at the corner of Temple and Harding streets. 


The Xaverian order is composed of religious devoted 
to the profession of teaching and its members have in 
almost every case been educated in the United States. 
The order was first founded in this country in Louis- 
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ville, Kentucky, by brothers who came from Bruges, Bel- 
gium. Subsequently the parent house was transferred to 
Baltimore. Members of the order have been for some 
years in charge of schools in Lowell, Lawrence, East 
Boston. Somerville and Danvers. a normal training 
school being at the latter place. The Worcester school 
will be opened for business next Tuesday. 


After the brothers had taken possession of their new 
quarters they were entertained at luncheon by Monsignor 
Griffin, after which he conducted them over the new 
school building and then a drive was taken, during which 
visits were paid to the convent of Notre Dame, the House 
of Providence and Holy Cross College. During the call 
made at the convent of Notre Dame it was incidentally 
remarked by the mother superioress that the 22nd anni. 
versary of the opening of the convent occurred last 


Tuesday. 


This auspicious arrival can be contrasted with an event which 
occurred nearly fifty years before. Ten years after the founda- 
tion of the Congregation, three Brothers from Bruges arrived in 
Bury, England, on April 29, 1848, to open their first English 
school on the first day of May. Saint Marie’s, the parish to which 
they were invited, was a very poor mission — it was the period 
of the “Hungry Forties’, and as the parish was unable to pro- 
vide the Brothers with a salary on which they could maintain 
themselves they were obliged each week to make a house-to-house 
collection throughout the parish. Brothers Ignatius and Alphonse 
called at a house where there was a sick child. The mother asked 
Brother Ignatius to lay his hand on the child’s head, trusting it 
might thus be cured. Brother Ignatius’ robust humility made 
him demur; the woman insisted; Ignatius complied. However, 
the child did not get better, and when the Brothers again visited 
the house they were greeted with “Ah, you foreign Brothers are 
no good! Now, if one of our Irish Brothers had touched the child 


it would have got better.” (Because of the language difhculty 
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and Government grants the Brothers remained only two years 


at Bury). 


There are many men in Worcester today who remember the 
Irish Christian Brothers who preceded the Xaverians at Saint 
John’s. Perhaps these predecessors during their two years in 
Worcester did not “touch the child”, but at least they dug the 
foundation upon which the future teachers were able to build a 
higher and more stable structure. 


However, it is evident that a propitious beginning was experi- 
enced by the pioneer Xaverian Brothers in Worcester, an experi- 
ence which, in truth, has extended over the years to the present. 


Ghar Lik vy: 
AFFAIRS AT ST. JOHN’S, 1894 — 1905 
BROTHER ROBERT, C.F.X., SUPERIOR 


Granted that a man of the world desires an undying name, 
what must he do to secure it? Well, human nature being most 
complex and perverse, he may make himself a hero or a rascal, 
an artist or a writer, and perhaps the historians will carry. a line 
or two about him. The very perversity of fate appears.in the 
case of some men, like the famous Samuel Pepys who kept a diary 
that he wanted no one else to read. A diary is usually a unique, 
but perfectly honest, revelation of a man’s heart; it is a record 
of the shifting scenes through which he moved. } 


Now, Brother Robert, the first Superior of Saint John’s School, 
was not a man of the world — at least, of this world — and he 
did not keep a personal diary, as did Samuel Pepys; but one of 
the first things he did do in Worcester was to begin a “log book”, 
which has been preserved and continued by his successors. 


Some of the entries made by Brother Robert “reveal the man’s 
heart” as well as an insight of the past events at Saint John’s. 


The first entry states: 


August 29, 1894 
The following Brothers arrived in this City today: 
Bros. Robert, Calasanctius, Hugh, Anthony (cook). 


Next we find: 


Sept. 4, 1894 
Opened school with 102 boys. 
(6th grade) First Class, Bro. Hugh 
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(Sth grade) Second Class, Bro. Robert 
(4th grade) Third Class, Bro. Calasanctius 


The first boys under the charge of the Brothers were sent up 
from the lower grades, and the Sisters continued to teach the boys 
up to and including the third grade for the next few years. 


Apparently the Brothers remained in Worcester during the 
summer, for Brother Hugh was changed in June, Brother An- 
thony in July, and Brother Calasanctius in August — leaving 
Brother Robert sole survivor of the original group. Brother Pius 
arrived in July. 


An item of interest is: 
First Mass in Bros’ Chapel. 
Monsignor Griffin, Celebrant. 


This brings us to an exposition of Brother Robert’s deep con- 
dence in the power of Saint Joseph, a confidence inculcated by 
the Founder and emulated by his followers. We can picture the 
zealous Superior in his strange surroundings writing out the fol- 
lowing prayer and pasting it in some hidden place in what was 
to be the Chapel. After his confidence was rewarded, as evi- 
denced by the list of “Donors and Donations to Chapel — Sept. 
1894”, his gratitude prompted him to remove the paper and 
preserve it in the “Log Book” for the edification of Xaverian 
posterity. 


— September 1894 


Oh! Saint Joseph, 
who while on earth 
didst follow the occupation 
of a carpenter, and by the 
labor of your hands didst 
support Jesus and Mary, 
I implore of thee to fit up 
this little chapel, that 
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The Reverend Brother Robert, C.F.X. 


First Superior 


42 GOLDEN CONQUEST 


Jesus may dwell with us 
and that we may be ever 
mindful of His presence. 


For the Honor 
of St. Joseph 
keep this. 


It was answered, 
and is well fitted for 
an example of his help 
in time of need. - 


(Signed) Bro. Robert 


Brother Robert, writing in 1943 at the age of eighty-six, fifty- 
eight of these being spent in the Congregation, gives proof that 
his devotion has not waned when he says, “I can safely say that 
Saint John’s owes a debt of gratitude to Saint Joseph and of kind- 


9 


ness to the Sisters.’ 


Beginning with the First Sunday in May, 1895, Brother Robert 
kept a record of the number of boys, parochial and public, who 
received First Holy Communion and Confirmation, these two Sac- 


raments being administered annually. 


On September 3, 1895, the enrollment was 165 boys, the fac- 


ulty consisting of: 


Bro. Pius, First Class, 26 boys 

Bro. Denis, Second Class, 42 boys 
Bro. Bobert, Third Class, 49 boys 
Bro. Boniface, Fourth Class, 48 boys 


It was a surprise to Brother Robert to “be sent to Saint John’s 
to work with such a prominent man as Monsignor Griffin.” We 
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The Reverend Brother Boniface, C.F.X. 
Teacher at St. John’s for 26 years 
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do not know what the feelings of Brother Boniface were when 
he arrived in Worcester in 1895, but our conclusion is that he 
must have “made good”, since he remained until 1921 — only 
twenty-six years! During that time he served under five Superiors, 
teaching always the lowest grades. He was a noted musician, 
and his lasting influence and conquest of hearts have been attested 
by many a member of the Alumni. One prominent man in the 
city proudly proclaims that Brother Boniface rehearsed him in 
the ceremonies attending the nuptial Mass for the Sacrament of 
Matrimony, and still claims eternal gratitude to the Brothers for 
having been present at that Mass. Many another “old-timer” 
still boldly boasts that ““Brother Robert and his Brothers made a 


man of me.’ 


For four years the Brothers conducted the grammar depart- 
ment only. They then undertook to establish a high school de- 
partment, realizing the good work which could be accomplished 
among the young men of the city. Their plans materialized, and 
in 1898 they opened the high school under the guidance of 
Brothers Alphonse and Henry, the latter coming to Worcester in 
1898 and remaining till 1918, having been Superior during the 
last six years. Along with this, the Brothers continued teaching 
the grammar grades until September, 1925, when they passed 
them into the hands of the Sisters. 


In 1896, the Golden Jubilee of Saint John’s Church was cele- 
brated with imposing ceremonies. The people, not only of Saint 
John’s but of all the Catholic Churches in Worcester, came, eager 
and willing to crown the hallowed edifice with her diadem of 
gold. The great event was marked by a thorough renovation of 


the Church. 


In 1900, Monsignor Griffin conceived the idea of establishing 
an industrial school on the plan of Saint Mary’s Industrial School, 
Baltimore. Accordingly, he bought property, valued at five 
thousand dollars, in Millbury. His ideal being high, the Mon- 
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signor bestowed on his new venture the same name as that of 
the Brothers’ central house in Baltimore: Mount Saint Joseph’s, 
whose setting he greatly admired. The Monsignor failed to 
realize that Saint Mary’s Industrial School of Baltimore was the 
result of many years’ work; that it takes money to build and more 
money to operate a replica of the gigantic plant he had visioned; 
and that Saint Mary’s has progressed by means of city and state 
aid. Somehow, the Millbury School kept open while the Mon- 
signor lived, but its existence was precarious after 1910, the 
Brothers struggling on the meager tuition of eight dollars a month 
required of the boys, and on the produce from the farm. Through 
the uncredited labors of the Brothers, the value of the property 
rose to thirty thousand dollars. Because the work had started 
without Bishop O’Reilly’s knowledge or sanction, it could not 
be recognized as a diocesan institution; and, therefore, on the 
death of Monsignor Griffin, Bishop Beaven decided not to aid the 
school from diocesan funds. With no future, sympathy, or help, 
ended this zealous and noble experiment of the Monsignor’s and 
the existence of the Brothers in this suburb of Worcester, when 
the Brothers were withdrawn in 1918. 


The first American Provincial (1875 - 1900), Brother Alexius, 
in his report to the General Chapter of 1887, cited a quotation 
from an address of the Holy Father, Leo XIII, to an American 
bishop: “My son, leave nothing undone to procure for your chil- 
dren Catholic schools, as the schoolroom is the great battlefield 
in which it has to be decided whether society shall retain its 
Christian character within the human family. If we neglect to 
found and retain Catholic schools, the consequence is that we 
will fall away from Christianity. The school question is, there- 
fore, a question of life and death.” This paternal advice had 
been followed at Saint John’s. By 1901, the enrollment had 
reached the three hundred mark, with eight Brothers on the fac- 
ulty — “By concord, small things increase!” 


After nine happy years at Saint John’s, for all concerned, 
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Brother Robert was changed to become Superior of the Lawrence 
community, but his affection for Saint John’s has remained con- 
stant and the memory of him has lingered in the hearts of those 
with whom he came in contact while in Worcester. 


At present, in Baltimore at Mount Saint Joseph’s, Brother 
Robert, almost a diamond jubilarian, is still active and effective, 
winning all by his cordial personality. One of the short stories 
by S. Kerr concludes with the statement: “Old age is only bear- 
able because there are young people in the world.” This also 
seems to be the opinion of Brother Robert, for, like his Divine 
Model, his “‘delights are to be with the children of men’, espe- 
cially “young” Brothers. A conversation with him is a spiritual 
tonic and elixir, and many Brothers, young and old, are con- 
tinually profiting by his inspiration and encouragement. 


CHAPTER VI 
BreAIRS AT ST. JOHN’S, 1905 — 1907 


BROTHER URBAN, C.F.X., SUPERIOR 


On December 7, 1899, Broth- 
er Urban arrived in Worcester 
from Norfolk, Virginia, and for 
the next six years resided at 
Temple Street as a humble sub- 


ject under Brother Robert. 


Saint John’s School opened on 
September 6, 1905, with Broth- 


er Urban as the second Superior 


and an enrollment of 330 boys. 


The faculty consisted of Brothers Urban, Boniface, Thomas, 
Gerard, Henry, Flavian, Regis, Joseph and Rubertus. 


At the close of school on June 22, 1906, there was no gradua- 
tion, as the seven students who had completed the three years’ 
course of high school were desirous to return the next September 


in order to complete the full high school course. 


Chemistry and physics were added to the curriculum with the 
other requirements for a full four years’ high. Previous to this, 
but three years had been conducted, with the result that such of 
Saint John’s students who remained for its completion were 
obliged to complete their fourth year in the public school before 


acceptance into Holy Cross College. 
As the years passed, Saint John’s High School became recog- 
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nized as a preparatory school for Holy Cross College. This was 
brought about when the faculty at Holy Cross dropped the pre- 
paratory classes from their course and centered solely on college 


work. 


The total enrollment in June, 1907, was 383. The first class 
of graduates, having completed their full course this year, com- 
prised seven boys; the Sisters had twelve girls — both depart- 
ments graduating conjointly from the Saint John’s auditorium 
on June 20th, at 2:30 P.M., the Right Reverend Bishop Beaven 


being present. 
During this same year the Boys’ Alumni was organized. 


On August 8, 1907, Brother Urban was transferred to East 
Boston as Superior of Assumption School, atter a brief but profit- 
able superiorship of two years. However, in his eight years at 
Saint John’s he planted the seeds of faith and knowledge in the 
hearts of many young men, and is, no doubt, still reaping the 
harvest in their memories. 


The friends of Brother Urban will be saddened to learn that 
three days before this New Year began, he passed to his reward. 
He is the second of the three ex-Superiors of Saint John’s to have 
died, Brother Henry having been the first. On December 29, 
1943, Brother Urban died at Saint Agnes Hospital in Baltimore, 
having been brought there from Leonard Hall School in Leonard- 
town, Maryland, where, in spite of ill health, he was an active 
member up to the time of his death. 


On the last day of the year, Solemn Mass of Requiem was 
offered at Saint Aloysius Church in Leonardtown, which Parish 
is under the direction of the Jesuit Fathers, the Mass being sung 
by a choir of Xaverian Brothers from Mount Saint Joseph, Balti- 
more. Local Superiors from Baltimore, Brooklyn, Silver Spring. 
and Leonardtown acted as pall bearers. Naval cadets from 
Leonard Hall School acted as honorary pall bearers, represent- 
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ing the following widespread places: Washington, D.C.; Waldorf, 
Md.; England; New Orleans; Honolulu; and Silver Spring. Md. 
Many Xaverian Brothers and friends attended the Mass of Re- 
quiem and the burial service. | Present were the Very Reverend 
Brother Ambrose, Superior General, and his assistant, Brother 
Paul, a life-long friend of Brother Urban; the Very Reverend 
Brother Edmund, Provincial of the: Xaverian Brothers in Amer- 
ica, and his assistants; the Sisters of Charity of Nazareth of Saint 
Mary’s Academy in Leonardtown; and a host of others. Burial 
was in the Xaverian Brothers’ lot in the New Cathedral Ceme- 
tery in Baltimore. The prayers at the grave were recited by a 
Passionist Father from the Monastery in Baltimore, and a choir 
of Xaverian Brothers sang the Lenedictus. 


Brother Urban, John Joseph Kelly, was born in Castletown, 
County Cork, Ireland, on January 10, 1870. As a young man 
he acted as a pupil-teacher in the schools of his native land. He 
entered the Novitiate of the Xaverian Brothers, then at Mount 
Saint Joseph’s College, on May 8, 1890, received the holy habit 
the following July 15, and made his final vows on July 4, 1892. 


In Brother Urban the Xaverian Brothers have lost one of their 
most distinguished members. For fifty-three years he devoted 
himself to the service of Catholic education as a religious teacher. 
His first assignment took him to Louisville where he labored for 
four years at one school and for five years at Saint Xavier’s. In 
Massachusetts (where he is survived by his two sisters in Haver- 
hill) ‘he served on the staff of Saint John’s Normal College in 
Danvers, now better known as Saint John’s Preparatory School. 
After being director of Saint John’s High in Worcester, he ful- 
filled the same office at Assumption School in East Boston. Before 
going to Worcester he taught for two years at Saint Mary’s Acad- 
emy in Norfolk, Virginia. Always a friend of the poor and 
underprivileged boy, he was appointed director of Saint John’s 
Industrial School in Deep River, Connecticut, and later assistant 
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to Brother Paul at Saint Mary’s’ Industrial School in Baltimore. 
There he had charge of the Little Boys’ Building before the dis- 
astrous fire of 1919. In Baltimore he also taught''at Saint Pat- 
rick’s School. 


Brother Urban is best known as the pioneer Xaverian in the 
Diocese of Brooklyn. In 1920 the Xaverian Brothers were in- 
vited to take over the Boys’ Department of Holy Cross School in 
Brooklyn. Rich with the experience of thirty years as a teacher 
and administrator, Brother Urban was chosen as the pioneer 
superior. He acted in that capacity until 1924 when he was 
called to assume similar duties at Holy Name School in the same 
city. During his long stay in Brooklyn he was also Supervisor of 
Xaverian Schools. So well did he manage in Brooklyn to estab- 
lish Xaverian traditions that today the honored name of Brother 
Urban is a household word in many Brooklyn homes. 


A more arduous task fell upon the shoulders of Brother Urban 
when he was appointed Master of Novices in 1936. For six years 
he spent himself in the religious training of future Xaverian 
Brothers at the Sacred Heart Novitiate at Fort Monroe, Virginia. 
When his health began to fail he was relieved of his office and 
spent one year at the Working Boys Home in Newton Highlands. 
Last September he went to Léonard Hall School, where he de- 
lighted in tutoring small boys and guiding their reading. 


A fitting eulogy on Brother Urban is the following contained in 
an editorial given in “The Tablet”, a Catholic Weekly on the 
Diocese of Brooklyn: 


A distinguished member of the Xaverian Brothers is 
dead. He is the venerable Brother Urban who went to 
his grave full of respect and of years. The last days of 
the Old Year saw him lowered into the grave. Thus 
closed for man’s day a long, active and fruitful career 
in the ranks of an honored teaching Community. But 
the memory of men like Brother Urban and the recol- 
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lection of his sweet, sturdy character have a way of 
living on. ‘The story of his work as a teacher, the 
labors as Novice Master and the achievements as a Prin- 
cipal will be found on many lips. His boys will con- 
tinue for years to pray for him out of a sincere gratitude. 

Brother Urban was for ten years a familiar figure in 
the school system of this Diocese. He pioneered in the 
work among us of the Xaverian Brothers. Through him 


most of the foundations were arranged. With Bishop 


McDonnell intent on founding a Catholic Protectory, his 
wise choice of a Community turned to the Baltimore 
Motherhouse of the Xaverian Brothers. In the delay 
that the project met, the Bishop allowed the late 
Msgr. John T. Woods to take the Brothers into Holy 
Cross School. Brother Urban headed the group. 
Through his interest the wishes of the late Msgr. Vitta 
for Brothers were accomplished and again Brother 
Urban went to the Holy Name School to become its first 
Brother Principal. The Diocesan School Superintendent 
recognized the administrative ability of this man of God 
and his desire to give the Church the widest service. 
Hence he became a valued aide in many a diocesan 
project. 


The passing of such an outstanding character as 
Brother Urban can be made the occasion of continuing 
our advocacy of bringing more Brothers into our Cath- 
olic schools. The little band that came with Brother 
Urban in 1920 has expanded to over sixty members of 
the Xaverian Community. Likewise the other four Com- 
munities of Brothers have done their best to give- Brook- 
lyn more of their members. But the roster of teaching 
Brothers is still too thin to meet all the demands of 
Bishop and Pastors. The call of our young men to such 
noble ranks is an honor to a family, a glory to the 
Diocese and an asset to Catholic education. 


ol 


CHAPTER VII 
AFFAIRS. AT ST, JOHN’S, 1907 — 1910 
BROTHER THOMAS, C.F.X., SUPERIOR 


In August, 1907, Brother Thomas was appointed the third 
Director of Saint John’s School, having been teaching in the High 
School department there since 1902. As has been stated, the 
High School opened in 1898 with Brothers Alphonse and Henry 
as the first teachers. In 1900, Brother Bonaventure took Brother 
Alphonse’s place, and in 1902 Brother Thomas took Brother 
Bonaventure’s place. Brother Henry, in this department from 
the beginning, now labored with Brother Thomas until the latter’s 
change in 1910. In 1905 when Brother Urban became Superior, 
he entered this department to assist Brothers Thomas and Henry, 
his ninth grade being taken by Brother Regis The following 
year Brother Matthew was added to this division. 


In 1907, school began on September 5, with 312 boys enrolled, 
the High School department being in charge of Brothers Thomas, 
Henry, Matthew, and Giles. The grammar department was under 
the care of Brothers Gerard, Flavian, Cosmas, Alexius, and Boni- 
face. This latter department began with the fifth grade and in- 
cluded the ninth grade, although there were four full years of 


high. 
During his first year as Superior, Brother Thomas complied 
with the suggestions presented him by Brother Henry concerning 


the foundation of the Philoponia Literary and Debating Society 
and appointed Brother Henry its first Moderator. 


In September, 1909, the good Sisters took charge of the fifth 
grade of boys. 
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The Reverend Brother Thomas, C.F.X. 


Third Superior 
Died March 31, 1944 
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Before the year 1910 drew to a close, the Brothers and the 
parishioners of Saint John’s suffered a loss by the death of their 
beloved friend, Monsignor Griffin, who had been their Pastor for 
the past twenty-five years. The death of the Right Reverend 
Thomas Griffin occurred on December 14; and the people of 
Worcester itself justly grieved at the departure of this Apostle of 
faith and education who, by his zealous efforts, had done so much 
towards the programs of religion and civics in this city. Many 
edifices and institutions of Catholicity in the city and county of 
Worcester are secretly dedicated to the zeal and memory of this 


man of God. 


In 1910 Brother Thomas was transferred to Danvers, but 
despite his absence he still remains in the memories and affec- 
tions of all those who came under his influence during the eight 
years of his residence at Saint John’s. According to H. Van Dyke: 


Four things a man must learn to do 
If he would make his record true: 
To think without confusion clearly; 
To love his fellow man sincerely; 

To act from honest motives purely; 
To trust in God and Heaven securely. 


Having fulfilled these four requirements, Brother Thomas can 
justly boast of a “record true”. At present Brother Thomas, a 
golden jubilarian himself this year, continues to live a life of edi- 
fication at Xaverian College, Silver Spring, Maryland, where the 
Xaverian scholastics are being trained who, we feel certain, can- 
not resist profiting by his noble example. 


Brother Thomas C.F.X., died at Saint Agnes Hospital, Balti- 
more, on March 3], 1944. 


Born Walter C. Fitzpatrick in Richmond, Virginia, on Decem- 
ber 25, 1876, he entered the Congregation of the Brothers of 
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Saint Francis Xavier at the age of eighteen. His exemplary life 
— the latter part of which was patiently endured under physical 
pain — has led his fellow-religious to hope that the blessed in 
heaven helped him to celebrate fittingly his golden jubilee, which, 
in the course of earthly events, would have occurred on April 27, 


1944. 


May his soul, and the souls of all the faithful departed, enjoy 
the peace which rewards labor done for Christ, Our Lord. Amen. 


Auditorium 


CHAPTER VIII 
BROTHER HENRY, C.F.X., SUPERIOR 
AFFAIRS AToS?rJOHN Ss, 1910 aan 


Brother Henry, coming to Worcester in 1898 to open the High 
School and remaining in that department for the next twenty 
years, became, in 1910, the fourth Director of Saint John’s School 
for the following eight years. 


School began on September 6, 1910, with 253 students, 
Brothers Henry, Matthew, and Anselm being in the High School 
division, and Brothers Alexius, John (died May 29, 1942), Ben- 


edict Labre, and Boniface teaching the grammar grades. 


Six months after the death of Monsignor Griffin, the Reverend 
Thomas S$. Donoghue was appointed the seventh Pastor of Saint 
John’s on June 23, 1911. By this time, the size of the Parish 
warranted a division and so, on July 10 of this same year, the 
Ascension Parish was established. A church was erected next to 
the Sisters’ Convent on Vernon Street. Although separated by 
distance and boundaries, the Ascension Parish is still united with 
Saint John’s in spirit, its boys remaining a notable factor in the 
student body of Saint John’s School, both in the high school and 
in the grammar departments. The school system of these two 
parishes is unique, the Ascension Parish maintaining the girls’ 
school for both parishes, and Saint John’s doing the same for the 
boys. The Brothers, whose present home is virtually in the As- 
cension Parish, have been the recipients of many kindnesses ex- 
tended to them by its present Pastor, the Reverend James T. 
Reilly, and his curates, for which they are prayerfully grateful. 


Because of the increase in numbers, a new classroom for high 
school students was opened at Saint John’s in September, 1912. 
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The golden jubilee of Brother Boniface came in August, 1914. 
He was permitted to return to Louisville, where, fifty years be- 
fore, he had been the first to be received at the fourth house of 
the Brothers in that city. Xaverian custom was violated by a 
public church celebration sponsored by the Pastor who had been 
a pupil of Brother Boniface. The next day, a community cele- 
bration was held at Saint Xavier’s, and a third celebration awaited 
the jubilarian at Worcester where he had then been teaching for 
the past twenty-one years. The Pastor of Saint John’s, Father 
Donoghue, did not allow this auspicious occasion to pass with- 
out some recognition from the people of Saint John’s. A fitting 
ceremony was held in church, followed by a reception of the 
Alumni to testify their esteem and affection of Brother Boniface. 


For most of the school term, Brother Boniface was on the sick 
list—perhaps all those celebrations were beginning to have effect 
—and on February 22, 1914, Brother Theophane, who is now 
a member of the present faculty, arrived to the relief of the Com- 
munity, remaining until the end of the school year. However, 
the sick Brother was back with his sixth grade of fifty-one boys 
the following September, having had sixty-one the year before 
his brief illness. 


On December 21, 1916, the Pastor, Father Donoghue, cele- 
brated the Silver Jubilee of his ordination. 


Brother Henry having lived in Worcester twenty years, was 
transferred to Saint John’s Preparatory School, Danvers, in 1918, 
remaining there for ten years. In September, 1928, because of 
failing health, he was sent to Saint Joseph’s Juniorate, Peabody, 
where he remained until his death, which occurred suddenly on 
June 9, 1930. He is one of the three ex-Superiors of Saint John’s 
not living at present. 


Born at Rock Lake, Pennsylvania, on February 2, 1869, 
Brother Henry was known in the world as Thomas C. McGivern. 
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His early life was spent in attending the town schools and he later 
attended Saint Thomas’ College, Scranton, Pa. After his gradua- 
tion, he taught school for a few years and on September 24, 
1897, entered the Congregation of the Xaverian Brothers at Bal- 
timore Maryland. Finishing his Novitiate, Brother Henry was 
assigned to Saint John’s, spending the next twenty years of his 
life in Worcester where he became a close friend of every boy 
with whom he came into contact. 


Brother Henry was a master of the Classics, and he spent his 
whole teaching life in preparing boys for college. He possessed 
an admirable disposition and a rare memory, both of which con- 
tributed to his art of winning the hearts and wills of his students. 
But above all, Brother Henry was an exemplary Religious, who 
left an indelible stamp on the characters of all of his pupils. Every 
Alumnus, in recalling former school days at Saint John’s during 
this period, never fail to mention Brother Henry among the others. 
One of these many instances is found in a letter written in 1929 
by Mr. James W. Donoghue, a member of the Class of 1917, 
who had become (and presumably still is) District Manager of 
The New York Telephone Company. In “rejuvenating cherished 
memories of the school days spent at the best of schools”, Mr. 
Donoghue recalled “happy recollections of my days at Saint 
John’s in the happy hours devoted to preparation of debates for 
the honor of The Philoponia, under the able leadership of Brother 
Henry, and the minstrel shows and musical plays directed by 
those masters, the Coyle brothers. The success in athletics in 
those days was the result of the untiring efforts of Brother Pas- 
cal.” From one of Brother Henry’s early co-workers, Brother 
John Evangelist, comes this spontaneous encomium: “Brother 
Henry, whose memory will last while one of his pupils of Old 
Saint John’s lives, was beloved by all who knew him both as a 
saint and as a scholar. As a Superior he was ideal, but not ideal- 
istic; as a Teacher he was sympathetic and thorough; and as a 
Religious he was Christlike.” Such praise develops only from a 
most enviable reputation! 
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The Reverend Brother Henry, C.F.X. 


Fourth Superior 
Died June 19, 1930 
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‘“Love’s labor” has not been lost or wasted in the case of the 
efforts employed by Brother Henry and the early Brothers at Saint 
John’s. On their departure, whether for the next world or for some 
other place on this earth, they left behind them “footprints on 
the sands of time” which have been an example and an encourage- 
ment to those who have followed and which, God willing, will 
amass for these followers the same rewards, spiritual and temp- 
oral, that God in His goodness has undoubtedly bestowed upon 
those who so zealously left behind them such a reliable path to 
follow. 


CHAPTER IX 
AFFAIRS AT ST. JOHN’S, 1918-1921 
BROTHER PASCAL, C.F.X., SUPERIOR 


On the removal of Brother Henry from Saint John’s, Brother 
Pascal, who had been in Worcester since 1913, was appointed the 


fifth Principal of the school. 


September 3, 1918, opened the school with 249 students, 
eighty-seven being in the high school department. Brother Pascal, 
who had assisted Brothers Henry and Matthew in this department 
for the previous five years, continued there till the end of his 
term, but was now assisted by Brothers Bede, Matthew, and 
Patricius. (These three are now deceased). From the grammar 
grades Brother John Evangelist moved up from the ninth grade 
which he had taught since 1916, and took Brother Matthew’s 
place in the High School. The other teachers in the grammar de- 
partment were Brothers Leonard Francis, Clement, Cajetan (de- 
ceased), and Boniface. 


In November of this same year, Brother Matthew, who had 
come to Saint John’s in 1906 on completing his service as Princi- | 
pal of Saint Patrick’s in Lowell, was taken to Saint Vincent's 
Hospital. His recovery was but apparent, for, four months later 
he returned to the hospital where, after an operation, he died on 
Friday, March 28, at the age of fifty-five. Brother Pascal, Super- 
ior of Saint John’s School, arranged to have the boys of the var- 
ious classes in the elementary and high schools receive Holy Com- 
munion in a body at the 9 o’clock Mass on Sunday in Saint John’s 
Church as an offering for the repose of the soul of Brother 
Matthew. 


The funeral took place from the Brothers’ residence at 60 
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Temple Street, with a Solemn High Mass of Requiem in Saint 
John’s Church at 9 o’clock on Monday, March 31, which the 
pupils of Saint John’s Schools attended. The services were also 
attended by the Very Reverend Brother Isidore, the Provincial of 
the Xaverian Order in America at that time. Burial was in the 
Xaverian Brothers’ plot in Saint John’s cemetery. (Years later 
the body was removed to Saint John’s Preparatory School in Dan- 
vers, where is located the cemetery for the Brothers of the New 


England section). 


Brother Matthew, born in Maryland as William Darnell, was 
the first member of the Xaverian Brothers to die in Worcester dur- 
ing the twenty-five years that the Order had then been in charge of 
Saint John’s School. He was an accomplished violinist and a 
great student of music. For several years he had taught music in 
the schools of the Order of which he had been for thirty-four years 


a member. 


The newspapers; in announcing the death of Brother Matthew, 
stated that he was the second Xaverian to die in Worcester. The 
first was, evidently, Brother Christian, who died on March 2, 
1906. At the time of his death he was stationed at Mount Saint 
Joseph’s Industrial School, Millbury, one of the suburbs of 
Worcester. Brother Christian was a brother of Brother Justin, who 
for the past fifty-six years has been a member of the Congrega- 
tion, and who is still zealously teaching. 


On June 16, 1919, Closing Exercises took place, at which nine 
seniors graduated from the high school and twenty-three ninth 
grade and twenty eighth grade boys received grammar school di- 
plomas. The eighth grade pupils had taken the Diocesan examin- 
ations with the ninth grade boys, and thereafter the ninth grade 
was discontinued. 


During these years, Brother Clement, who taught the eighth 
grade from 1916 to 1922, formed a chancel choir, which was dis- 
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The Reverend Brother Pascal, C.F.X. 
Fifth Superior 
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continued when he was transferred to become the Director of a 
school in Louisville, Kentucky. 


Immediately following the World War I, the Brothers were 
called upon to teach three nights a week; namely, Monday, Wed- 
nesday, and Friday, as well as day school; this lasting for one 


year only. 


In June, 1921, Brother Boniface left Saint John’s, his last mis- 
sion. On August 4, 1921, while on a visit to Louisville, he met 
wih a sudden and tragic death, having accidently fallen down a 
flight of stairs. He was then seventy years of age and had given 
fifty-seven years.of service to God. In 1893, he had gone to Law- 
rence as Superior, but on pleading to be relieved of that office, he 
had been assigned to Worcester, where he remained for twenty- 
six years. Having been an expert teacher of singing (although he 
could not sing himself) as well as a composer of music, especially 
Masses, he had endeared himself to the late Monsignor Griffin; 
having been a most zealous teacher, he had endeared himself to 
all his pupils at Saint John’s. This affection of the little ones was 
openly manifested, and like his patron, Saint Francis Xavier, 
Brother Boniface was seldom seen on the street without children 
clustering about him. He was buried from Louisville, the funeral 
services being held at Saint Boniface Church, where nearly sey- 
enty years before, although he had been born in Cincinnati, Ohio, 
he had made his First Holy Communion. The Knights of Colum- 
bus formed the pallbearers, the first and probably the only, time 
in the history of the Xaverians that Brothers did not carry the 
body of one of their own to its final resting place. Having “fought 
the good fight” zealously and well, Brother Boniface, according to 
divine promise, must have an eternal resting place worth the 


struggle. 


At the end of the school year of 1921, Brother Pascal was 


transferred to Utica, New York, but returned to Saint John’s in 
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CHAPTER X 
TWENTY-FIVE YEARS OF BROTHERS 
AT ST. JOHN’S, 1894-1919 


It is a remarkable triumph to attain fifty years and more, or 
even a Silver Jubilee, of unselfish service and achievement in any 
noble cause. The Christian education of youth challenges the 
the most courageous souls to unmeasured labor for the happiness 
of the individual, the stability of the family, the preservation 
and integrity of our country, and the glory of God. 


The conviction which animates all religious teachers, that they 
have a divine mission to cooperate with God in perfecting His 
image and likeness in the souls of youth through education, has 
been strikingly portrayed in the life and accomplishments of the 
early Brothers of Saint John’s. 


Of the many Brothers who worked with Brother Robert during 
his ten years as Superior at Saint John’s, four of them became 
future Superiors at this School. These have been mentioned in 
other chapters. It is interesting to note that Brother Paul, the 
novice-master who accompanied the first Community, is still ac- 
tive, after fifty-nine years of service to God. 


Brother Linus, who taught here from 1897 to 1899, returned 
in 1921, but was removed one month later because of ill health. 
After fifty-four years of faithful service, he is still active at Saint 
John’s Preparatory School, Danvers. 


Brother Bonaventure, who taught here from 1900 to 1902, has 
labored in the Lord’s vineyard for fifty-six years, and is still ac- 
tive in the same vineyard in Baltimore, Maryland. 


Brother Flavian, who taught here from 1904 to 1908, has been 
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forty-three years a Xaverian Brother, and is at present Superior 


of the Mission Church High School in Roxbury, Mass. 


Of the Brothers who worked with Brother Urban, there are 
three still carrying on God’s work on earth. Brother Cosmas 
came to Worcester in January, 1907, and remained two years. 
He returned in 1925 and remained until 1931. At present, he is 
zealously teaching in Somerville, Mass., being forty-four years in 
Religion. 


Brother Regis, now at Saint John’s Preparatory School and 
forty-three years a Brother, was missioned here one year, from 


1905 to 1906. 


Brother Alexius, resided in Worcester from 1906 to 1914. 
After forty-one years as an exemplary Religious, he is at present 
at Mount Saint Joseph, Baltimore, recuperating from a recent 
operation and, we trust, well on his way to manifesting his usual 
vigor and genial personality. 


One Brother who worked at Saint John’s with Brother Thomas 
is still teaching diligently and effectively. Brother Benedict 
Labre, who taught in Worcester from 1908 to 1912, has been in 
Lawrence for the past seventeen years, being forty-two years in 


Religion. 


- During Brother Henry’s eight years of Superiorship, many 
Brothers taught at Saint John’s, but, apart from those already 
mentioned, five remain in active service at present. Brother An- 
selm, still young after fifty-four years in God’s service is actively 
teaching the students of Keith Academy, Lowell, Mass. He was 
assigned to teach in Worcester from 1910 to 1912 and again 
from 1932 to 1936. 


Brother Clement also made two trips to Saint John’s the first 
being in 1916, when he remained six years, and the second, in 
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1927. Before leaving after one year, he comimemorated, the Silver 
milestone of his forty-one years as a Xaverian Brother, At pres- 
ent, he is teaching at Saint Patrick’s School, Baltimore. 


Brother Maximus, here frort Pd tor bolo, a professor of his- 
tory at Xaverian College, Silver Spring Mary land. tic 


Brother Samuel’s first time in Worcester was in 1912 for one 
year. He returned in 1938 for three years. At present, he is 
Superior of the John Bapst High School, Bangor, Maine. 


Brother John Evangelist, now at Mount Saint Joseph, Balti- 
more, was assigned to Saint John’s three times, the first being 
from 1916 to 1922. Being a teacher of the Classics, especially 
Greek, he was recalled in 1929 for one year, and again in 1939, 
when he remained three years. 


Of the original Community of Brother Pascal’s first year, only 
Brothers Clement and John Evangelist are still teaching. Of the 
“Silver Jubilee Community” of 1919, besides those already men- 
tioned, only Brother Denis Joseph remains zealously teaching, at 
present, in Bangor, Maine. He arrived at Saint John’s in that 
year and remained until 1927, returning in 1933 for one more 
year. 


The blessedness of life has been aptly expressed in the words 
of Bishop Spaulding: “‘As long as we feel within us that vital 
power flows from us to illumine, strengthen, exalt, or lead God- 
ward even one or two, so long are we certain it is a blessed thing 
to live.” 


As has been noted elsewhere, only one Brother died in 


Worcester since the arrival of the Brothers at Saint John’s. Many 
others, having finished their labors in the vineyard of God on 
earth, have been recalled by their Master. The most recent death, 
previous to that of Brother Urban, was that of Brother Damian 
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who died in May, 1943, having been a Xaverian for fifty-three 
years, having taught here at Saint John’s from 1897 to 1900. To 
all those Brothers who have labored at Saint John’s in the past 
fifty years and who have now departed this life, may God grant 
eternal rest and the enjoyment of the reward. He promised those 
who labor in His Name. 
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The Reverend Brother Gerard, C.F.X. 


Sixth Superior 


CHAPTER XI 
AFFAIRS AT ST. JOHN’S, 1921-1925 | 
BROTHER GERARD, C.F.X., SUPERIOR 


Following the removal of Brother Pascal to Utica, Brother 
Gerard returned to Worcester as Superior. He had taught in both 
the eighth and the ninth grades at Saint John’s from 1903, under 
the first three Superiors, until illness caused his transfer to Balti- 
more in January, 1909. 


School opened on September 6, 1921, with 167 pupils in the 
three grammar grades and 142 students in the High School, an 
increase of about thirty in this department over the year before. 


On Sunday, September 3, 1922, Saint John’s parishioners 
were grieved to learn of the death of their beloved Pastor for the 
past eleven years, the Reverend Thomas S. Donoghue, who had 
died while on a vacation in Portland, Maine. The body was 
brought to Worcester the following day, and on Thursday, Sep- 
tember 7, funeral rites were held, with the Right Reverend Bishop 
O’Leary as celebrant. The pallbearers were: Brothers Gerard, 
Henry, John Evangelist, Quinten, Rembert, and Denis Joseph. 
Burial was in Springfield, Mass. 


On November 15, 1922, Brother Henry, whose death has been 
recorded in a previous Chapter, commemorated the Silver Jubilee 
of his entrance into the Congregation of Xaverian Brothers. Re- 
turning on a visit to Worcester on this occasion he was presented 
by Mr. John J. Reardon of the Class of 1905 with an appropriate 
picture of Christ Teaching in the Temple. The present Commun- 
ity are pleased to have this gift hanging near the entrance to their 
common assembly room, as a reminder of the Model Whom all 
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religious teachers strive to imitate by “speaking as one having 
wisdom” when being “about their Father’s business” — a _ bus- 
iness so well-conducted by the late Brother Henry. 


In 1923, the Reverend Edward J. Fitzgerald was appointed the 
eighth Pastor of Saint John’s Church, and a new era began for 
Saint John’s School as well as for the Parish. 


New regulations required all boys in the High School who lived 
outside the Parish to pay a monthly tuition, those of the grammar 
grades paying less per month, and all books were free. 


Extra facilities were installed in the Brothers’ House, old fur- 
niture removed, and new furniture added. In “Men and Deeds’, 
a Record of the Xaverian Brothers in America, written by Broth- 
er Julian Ryan, C.F.X., the author draws a vivid picture with 
the words: “Though time and again money has been spent to ren- 
der it habitable, notably by the present Pastor (Father Fitzger- 
ald), the house, like people of a certain age and sex, refuses to 
look young, paint notwithstanding.” 


In 1924, a new building was erected for the High School de- 
partment, the roof of which was to serve asa roof garden for 
parish activities. (Our present Pastor, Father McDonnell, at the 
beginning of World War II, generously and patriotically, do- 
nated the metal fence which surrounded this roof garden, with the 
light fixtures, to the scrap drive). This building consists of four 
large classrooms, cloak rooms, office, book rooms, and a fully 


equipped gymnasium. 


The Great Novena of Grace, given in honor of Saint Francis 
Xavier and conducted from March 4th to the 12th, was first in- 
stituted at Saint John’s Church by Father Fitzgerald in 1924. At 
this inauguration only two services were held daily. As the fa- 
vors granted became more and more numerous, the faith of the 


people likewise increased, so that, at the end of three years, 
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Shrine of Saint Francis Xavier 
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seven daily services were being held with ten thousand devotees 
in attendance. This novena has rapidly become one of the most 
outstanding and popular devotions among the Catholic Churches 
of the city. 


It is gratifying to the Brothers to witness the spread of devotion 
to Saint Francis Xavier. Every client wishes his particular patron 
to be patronized, and a Religious has indeed many patrons, Saint 
Francis Xavier being one of the Brothers’ special protectors. It is 
worth recalling that “May Sunday” as it is known in England, 
originated with the Xaverian Brothers at Saint Augustine’s Par- 
ish, Granby Row, Manchester, the Rector of which became the 
first Bishop of Salford. This popular act of devotion to Our Lady 
was introduced in 1850 by the two Xaverian Brothers, John and 
Alexius, and appealed so much to priest and people that it spread, 
until it became an annual ceremony in practically every church 
in that diocese and in most of the other dioceses in England. 


Brother Gerard was transferred in 1925. He “‘teaches daily” 
at Keith Academy, Lowell, and is still deeply interested in sports, 
especially golf. In two years he will commemorate the Golden 
Jubilee of his entrance into the Congregation of Xaverian 
Brothers. 


CHAPTER XI - 
AFFAIRS AT ST. JOHN’S, 1925-1926 »: 
BROTHER ALOYSIUS, C.F.X., SUPERIOR 


When school opened September 8, 1925, the High School de- 
partment began with a new building, and Brother Aloysius was 
the new Principal of the School. 


The Sisters of Notre Dame took charge of the entire grammar 


school in the “Old Building.” 


This first High School division consisted of 145 students, with 
seven Brothers on the faculty, one of whom, Brother Carl, also 
taught at Holy Cross College. 


During the one year’s principalship of Brother Aloysius, Saint 
John’s made rapid strides in gaining recognition for scholastic 
merit, so that during his administration the school became certi- 
fied with Worcester Polytechnic Institute and Dartmouth College. 

Throughout the years already mentioned, many activities, in- 
cluding vocations, were making rapid and successful progress. 
These are reserved for further Chapters. 


Beginning with the first graduating class in the “New Build- 
ing’, the custom of having a Senior Prom was inaugurated. The 
gymnasium, suitably and tastefully decorated, together with the 
roof garden, has been utilized for this annual occasion, until last 
year, when “black-out” regulations necessitated the use of the 
ball-room in the Bancroft Hotel. This event has always been most 
popular with the young generation, and it is to their credit that on 
no occasion have they conducted themselves otherwise than prop- 
erly and sensibly. 


In 1926, Brother Aloysius was transferred to become the 
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The Reverend Brother Aloysius, C.F.X. 


Seventh Superior 
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Principal of Saint Xavier School, Louisville, Kentucky, the 
cradle of Xaverianism in America. Reaching his fortieth year as 
a Xaverian, Brother Aloysius is at present Headmaster of Saint 
John’s Preparatory School, Danvers, Mass. 


Uncontrolable circumstances and shortness of office make the 
events recorded in some of these chapters also necessarily shott. 
However, this brevity can be admirably covered by a paraphrase 
of the statement found in Samuel Johnson’s Preface to his English 
Dictionary: ““When it shall be found that much is omitted, let it 
not be forgotten that much notwithstanding has been performed.” 


CHAPTER XIII 
AFFAIRS AT ST. JOHN’S, 1926-1929 ,, 


BROTHER CARL, C.F.X., SUPERIOR 


The eighth Superior of Saint 
John’s was Brother Carl, who 
had come to Worcester in 1923. 
Six Brothers were on the faculty, 
Brother Carl continuing to teach 
at Holy Cross. 


At the opening of school on 
September 4, 1926, the enroll- 


ment consisted of 173 students, 


the number of freshmen necessitating the use of an extra class 
room in the “Old Building.” 


Thirty-four seniors graduated at the Commencement Exercises 
on June 19. 


When school opened on September 5, 1927, 240 students reg- 
istered, this being the first time the two hundred mark had been 
reached in the High School department. 


Besides the six members of the faculty, three extra Brothers 
resided at 60 Temple Street while studying for degrees at Holy 
Cross. 


One week after the opening of school for this term, the second 
year was divided into two sections, Mr. Hubert McGrath teaching 
the 2B class until the shortage of Brothers could be remedied. In 
November, when one of the Brothers went to the hospital, his 
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place was taken gratis by Mr. James McCarthy, another Alumnus 
and a graduate of Holy Cross. 


Brother Carl, following in the footsteps of his predecessor, suc- 
ceeded, in 1927, in gaining certificate recognition from the New 
England College Entrance Certificate Board, consisting of twelve 
colleges. Catholic University and Holy Cross College also estab- 
lished the custom of accepting Saint John’s boys without requir- 
ing examinations. 


June, 1928, saw the first issue of a Year Book, whose purpose 
has been fulfilled: “In order to strengthen the ties between the 
class of 1928 and Alma Mater, we make this bold attempt of pre- 
senting the first volume of “The Xaverian”. That it may serve to 
bring back fond memories to its readers in the years to come is 
the wish of the editors.” Unfortunately, but two issues of ““The 
Xaverian” have been published as a Year Book, but these two 
gave birth to the future “Xaverian’’, a publication issued by the 
Congregation. A de luxe edition in 1939, commemorating the 
centennial of the foundation of the Congregation, was issued as a 
souvenir, many benefactors in Worcester being patrons. 


It is interesting to re-read the words addressed to the Board of 
Editors by the Pastor, Father Fitzgerald, to whom the first edition 
was dedicated : 


A Catholic School System is the crowning of the 
Parish activity — and it the assurance that the work of 
God’s Church will continue, for its is the assurance that 
the oncoming generation, well-schooled in the teaching 
of the Church, will be its loyal support. Anything, then, 
that makes our school system more attractive and effec- 
tive is a help to Holy Church and demands and should 
receive encouragement. 

So with your Year Book. Although our Church in this 
Diocese is only one hundred years old, yet already, we 
feel the need of authentic records of the men and deeds 
which have made her great and beloved. Such a record 
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your Year Book will supply for contemporary school ac- 
tivity, and as such a record I welcome it to a place in 
our archives, and hope that each succeeding class, will 
add their record to the Library. 


Hearty congratulations then, on this pioneer work for 
St. John’s School, and may it in the years to come be 
your happiness to return to it and read against the per- 
manent record of happy schooldays. 


With the opening of the scholastic year 1928-1929, the total 
registration reached 273 boys, with eight Brothers on the faculty. 
This enrollment represented twenty-one parishes of Worcester 
and eight parishes outside the city. Ascension Parish led, with 
Saint John’s second, and Saint Stephen’s third. Just four short 
years before, in 1924, the registration had been almost one-half; 
now, the High School department had outgrown the new building 
erected four years before, and already three classrooms in the old 
building were being occupied. 


Shortly after the opening of school in 1928, the student body 
was pleased by a visit and an address by the Very Reverend 
Brother Paul, C.F.X., former Provincial of the Xaverian Broth- 
ers and recently-elected Superior General of the Order, before 
leaving on his trip to Bruges, Belgium, where the Mother House 
of the Congregation was located until it was transferred to Rome 
in 1938. It was the first time in the history of the Catholic Church 
that an American had been chosen as Superior General of an in- 
ternational religious body. It will be remembered that it was 
Brother Paul who had, as Novice Master, accompanied the first 


Community to Worcester thirty-four years before. 


On the first day of October, the student body was again honor- 
ed by a distinguished visitor, the Reverend Brother Osmund, 
C.F.X., the newly-elected Provincial of the American Province of 
the Xaverian Brothers, who had been chosen to take the place of 
Brother Paul. The main factor in Brother Osmund’s talk was that 
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the Catholic high school students of today are the Catholic lead- 
ers of tomorrow in public life, and he urged all the students to 
take an interest in public affairs and to seek out the means by 
which they could best serve their faith and their country in after- 
life. In closing, the visitor emphasized the appreciation due to 
the Xaverian Brothers, and urged the students to imitate them 
in every possible way. Future records have proven that Brother 
Osmund left behind him an impression which was not effaced 
from the minds of his audience and instigated in them the determ- 
ination to become worthy Catholic men, true to the principles in 
which they were instructed and loyal to the ideals instilled in them 
by their instructors. 


October 1, 1928, was the birthday of the “‘Xaverianette”, a 
semi-monthly school paper and the first news-sheet issued at Saint 
John’s. Its purpose was to develop a closer spirit of harmony and 
good-fellowship among all classes. It was to be as “a flaming fur- 
nace to weld all the students together’’ — not only those of their 
own time but also those who had gone before them and those of 
the future. A spirit of brotherhood among all the classmen was 
the result for which they strove in their first commendable literary 
endeavor, a result which was evidently successful and whose pol- 
icy has been carried on by the present monthly “Red and White.” — 

In October, also, when Brother Clement, who had returned 
the year before, was ordered to Saint John’s Preparatory School 
for a prolonged rest, Mr. Joseph Pare took his place until Brother 
Adrian arrived. 


American Education Week was observed at Saint John’s from 
November 8 to the 15, and a distinguished part of its successful 
outcome was reflected to the unrelinquished endeavors of Broth- 
er Campion, the senior teacher. Through his efforts, prominent 
speakers addressed the student body on various days throughout 
that week. The subjects spoken about were such that would be of 
interest to the students and would instill in‘their minds a true 
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knowledge of the value of a good education and the proper means 


of obtaining it. 


The Reverend Francis X. Downey, S.J., then dean of Holy 
Cross College, opened the celebration of Education Week in the 
Parish hall. Father Downey, always intensely interested in Saint 
John’s, in consenting to address the students, quoted the words of 
Cardinal Gibbons: “‘One of the most effective instruments for the 
expansion and perpetuity of the religion of Christ, is the paroch- 
ial school.” The first day, being designated Catholic Parish 
School Day, Father Downey chose as the theme of his speech 
“The Value of a Catholic High Schooi Education”. In his 
speech he quoted the words of Christ concerning the teachings of 
little children. He stated and explained the fact that the Catholic 
schools were well-founded, and as the critics of a masterpiece 
were the ones on trial, so were the critics of a Catholic education. 
He treated on the practical benefits of a Catholic education, as 
well as its spiritual values, explaining the very essence of educa- 


tion and of man’s purpose on this earth. 


The slogan for the second day was “The First Duty of a Citizen. 
Is Obedience to Law’’. For this occasion, the Reverend Edward J. 
Fitzgerald, P.R., was chosen as speaker, because of his widely 
known interest in anything concerning patriotism. In his speech 
Father Fitzgerald showed that the purpose of patriotism is to 
raise citizens both for earth and heaven, explaining how patrio- 
tism was the very fundamental of citizenry, and the only way to 
build a strong country. In terming the various ways in which a 
person may be a patriot, he mentioned that the man who is inter- 
ested in education, and who loves and obeys the law, is a patriot. 
Reference was also made to the famous story of “The Man With- 
out a Country”, by Edward Everett Hale, written in the recesses 
of Worcester’s Antiquarian Library. 


In accordance with the slogan for the third day, “Liberty, 
Justice, and Equal Opportunity for All”, Attorney Charles Mur- 
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phy, who had recently run for lieutenant-governor, spoke exten- 
sively on the Constitution, being chosen to speak on that subject 
because he was a prominent politician and lawyer. He clearly ex- 
pressed the origin of the Constitution and what it means to every 
citizen, showing that the principal way of upholding the Consti- 
tution is to observe its laws. Mr. Murphy’s speech proved that he, 


possessing such a standard in life, was the most fitting one to ex- 
press his views on the Gonetitution and law. 


The slogan for the fourth day being “‘Education in Health Is 
a Good Civic Training”, the services of Doctor Kennedy, then 
Commissioner of Public Health in the City of Worcester, were 
acquired. The nature of his work made him the most qualified 
speaker for this day, since he had an excellent knowledge of 
health education in schools. In his speech Dr. Kenney impressed 
the fact that an education is not complete without health and a 
good knowledge of the proper ways of living. 


In order to complete this week in a most successful manner, 
the last day was termed “Religious Teacher Day”. To correspond 
with the naming of the day, the slogan chosen was “The Religious 
Teacher Is the Greatest Asset of Catholic Education”. No more 
suitable person could be found than one who had, and has de- - 
voted his life (now, forty-three years of it) to religious training, 
Brother Gilbert, C.F.X., (brother of Brother Samuel) who was 
the Principal of the Mission Church High School at Roxbury. In 
his speech Brother Gilbert pointed out the progress that the Xaver- 
ian Order had contributed towards its chosen work, the instruc- 
tion of youth, and how the instruction given by religious teachers 
gives the student the opportunity to develop spiritually, as well 
as mentally and materially. With such conclusion this profitable 
week passed into the history concerning Saint John’s 


It was customary in the Diocese that Ascension Thursday be 
followed by the Diocesan examinations in the grammar schools, 
and Saint John’s was one of the central schools to which the 
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eighth grade pupils came to take the examination, the High 
School department benefiting by a holiday. 


Because 1929 was the twenty-fifth anniversary of the first 
graduating class from Saint John’s High School, a fitting celebra- 
tion was commemorated. On June 15th, a monster “get-together” 
banquet was held, at which Governor Frank G. Allen, U. 5. Sen- 
ator David I. Walsh, Mayor Michael J. O'Hara, and many other 
celebrities were present. These and hundreds of Alumni, includ- 
ing past teachers, helped make this a gala occasion. Men, who 
years before, in the year 1883, had attended Saint John’s, were 
present; many who remembered old Saint John’s when the Insti- 
tute, torn down but a few years before, was the Church and 
School, attended; and many who remembered when Mr. Butler 
taught in the school, even before the arrival of the Irish Christian 
Brothers, were on hand. 


On June 16th, Commencement Exercises were presided over 
by the Most Reverend Thomas M. O’Leary, at which the Bishop 
kindly spoke most highly of the Brothers’ work. With forty-nine 
seniors graduating, this Silver Jubilee Class was the largest 
class in the history of the school up to that time. 


With such favorable civic and ecclesiastical attention, the first 
twenty-five year of graduating classes of Saint John’s High 
School passed onto the records of history. 


Having spent six active years at Saint John’s, the last three as 
Principal and noted organizer, Brother Carl was appointed in 
August, 1929, to the faculty of Mount Saint Joseph, Baltimore, 
where he became an instructor in the department of languages. 
Still a zealous organizer, Brother Carl is, at present laboring for 
God through youth at the Cardinal Hayes Memorial High 
School in New York City. 


Brother Carl left behind him a reputation difficult to emulate. 
His friends are legion, and many of the Alumni frequently in- 
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quire about his welfare, for “‘the thoughts of youth are long, long, 
thoughts.” Some, remembering him as an effective disciplinarian, 
describe him as did Sir Walter Scott describe Fitz-James: 


His ready speech flowed fair and free, 
In phrase of gentlest courtesy; 
Yet seemed that tone and gesture bland 


Less used to sue them to command. 


However, all who praise him for his noble ideals, echo. the 
words of Anthony in commending Brutus: 


He only in a general honest thought 

And common good to all, made one of them. 
His life was gentle, and the elements 

So mixed in him that Nature might stand up 
And say to all the world ‘This was a MAN!’ 
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The Reverend Brother Campion, C.F.X. 
Ninth Superior 


CHAPTER XIV 
AFFAIRS AT ST. JOHN’S, 1929 — 1935 
BROTHER CAMPION, C.F.X., SUPERIOR 


The ninth Principal of Saint John’s High School, Brother Cam- 
pion, is an alumnus of the School, having graduated in 1918. 
Many of the Alumni sent Brother Campion notes of congratula- 
tions and good wishes at the time of his appointment and, we 
feel assured, they had no cause for disappointment. 


Brother Campion came to Saint John’s faculty two years before 
his appointment as Superior, having been stationed at Norfolk, 
Virginia, where for five years he had been an instructor in Latin 
and English at Saint Mary’s Male Academy in that city. 


School opened on September 4, 1929, with 318 boys. This 
year, for the first time, the senior class was divided into two di- 
visions, there being fifty-eight students, and Brother Campion 
continued as one of the senior teachers for the first year. At the 
end of the first month, Brother John Evangelist arrived to relieve 
the Superior by taking over the Greek department. 


Another devotion had been gaining momentum at Saint John’s. | 
Three years before, the Pastor, Father Fitzgerald, had inaugur- 
ated the Annual Novena to the Little Flower. By 1929, at the end 
of September, thousands of Catholics from all parts of Worcester 
and its environs came to her shrine, displaying a most edifying 
and inspiring sight; and Saint John’s again became a means of 
uniting heaven and earth through the medium of the saints. On 
this present occasion, two Carmelite Fathers from the Carmelite 
Monastery in Chicago, conducted the services, bringing with them 
for veneration relics obtained from the National Shrine at Engle- 
wood, New Jersey. Among these relics were a large wooden cross 
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made from the wood of the walls and the floor of the convent infir- 
mary in which the Little Flower died; a lily made from the hair 
of the Little Flower and encased in a magnificent gold reliquary; 
a large portion of the habit that she wore at her death; and the 
petals of a miraculous rose which she had dropped to earth. 


Little Therese, who passed to a rich reward at the close of the 
nineteenth century in the Carmelite Convent in Lisieux, France, 
has continued to remain, in spite of the cold barrier of the grave, 
among the people of earth, and has indicated her presence by her 
proverbial Shower of Roses,, for she had promised to spend her 
heaven doing good upon earth and to let fall after her death a 
shower of roses in the form of graces. Her simplicity and her con- 
tinual response to grace, her humility and quiet spiritual aban- 
don, and her so-ordinary “little way” to perfection, are tremen- 
dous forces of spiritual genius that have allied her closely to God- 
aspiring souls. The petals from her Shower of Roses have fallen 
everywhere, and loving souls have, since her death, gathered them 
eagerly and abundantly, until they had sufficient to wreath her 
blessed brow in Sainthood. 


Throughout the world her feast, October 3rd is fervently com- 
memorated, and innumerable blessings are the harvest of her cli- 
ents. The world is spiritually richer because of this devotion to 
La Petite Fleur, who has won modern hearts with her spiritual 
candor, celestial simplicity, and common-sense love of God; for 
all good Christians realize, as did Tennyson, that 


More things are wrought by prayer 

Than this world dreams of .... 

For what are men better than sheep or goats 

That nourish a blind life within the brain, 

If, knowing God, they lift not hands of prayer 
Both for themselves and those who call them friend? 
For so the whole round earth is every way 

Bound by golden chains about the feet of God. 


BROTHER CAMPION, C.F.X., SUPERIOR Gl 


Brother Campion was also an organizer and was quite active 
in extra-curricular activities. These have been reserved for a fur- 


ther Chapter 


“The Xaverianette”, the school paper, marked its first anniver- 
sary and continued publication, but, in line with the practice gen- 
erally followed in high schools, it was reduced to ten issues, re- 
maining one of the progressive features of Saint John’s. 


What is know as Xaverian Day was observed in all the high 
school classes. The boys were exhorted to pray for the success of 
their teachers, who toil for the temporal and eternal welfare of 
their students. According to a Xaverian custom, each teacher gave 
a spirited monthly talk on vocations, the importance of praying 
for the light of God’s special choosing and the dignity, security, 
and perfection of a holy calling being emphasized. This occasion, 
still customary, is now called Vocation Day, and is observed on 
the second Friday of each month. 


One of the edifying rules of the School was that each student. 
go over to the Church every Friday morning at recess time either 
to pay a visit or go to Confession. Monthly confession is now. cus- 
tomary, and this topic will be mentioned later in connection with 


First Friday devotions. Daily religious instructions, the inten- 


tional edification of the teachers, recess-time-visits to the Blessed 
Sacrament, and the frequent reception of the Sacraments of Pen- 
ance and Holy Eucharist resulted in a rich, sterling Catholic man- 
hood found in the School at which a contemporary observer re- 
marked: “It’s refreshing to look at the boys — genuine manhood 
is written on their faces.” These same results, we are happy to 
state, are also apparent in the current generation at the School. 


Education Week was again observed, the principal address, 
“Vocation to the Religious Teaching Brotherhoods”, being given 
by Brother Ambrose, C.F.X., then Headmaster of Saint John’s 
Preparatory School, Danvers, and at present the Very Reverend 
Superior General of the Xaverian Congregation. 
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_ News of interest to both teachers and students appeared in the 
papers of January 12, 1930, when an encyclical was reprinted 
from the “Osservatore Romano”, the official Vatican news organ. 
The Holy Father, Pope Pius XI, again turned to his favorite sub- 
ject, the education of youth. The encyclical was unique in that 
translations into other languages had been made at once at the 
Vatican printing office. This Encyclical Letter on the Christian Ed- 
ucation of Youth, one of the most important pronouncements on 
Christian education that has ever issued from the highest teach- 
ing authority in the Church, was written in answer to public ex- 
pression to certain views on education which ran counter both to 
the letter and the spirit of the agreement made in the Lateran 
Treaty and Concordat. A study, or even a reading of this noted 
work, which the Holy Father wished to be the record of his Sacer- 
dotal Jubilee, is still important to all teachers and students and 
derivative of much profit. 


“Qn June 15, 1930, fifty-five seniors graduated, this being the 
first graduating class to pass the fifty mark. They were addressed 
by the Reverend Michael J. Earls, S.J. This was also the first time 
that graduates from Saint John’s were addressed at their Com- 
mencement Exercises by one not connected with the School, there- 
by inaugurating an intended custom. 


The following year, the graduating class of fifty-eight members 
was addressed by the Reverend Patrick F. Doyle, D.D., Vice- 
President of the College of Our Lady of Elms. 


On March 10, 1931, word was received in this country by 
cable from the Very Reverend Brother Paul, Superior General of 
the Xaverian Brothers, that the Holy See on the 12th of January 
had granted the approval of the Congregation’s Constitutions for 
a space of seven years. The news of this Bull of Approbation, 
issued by His Holiness Pope Pius XI, brought special joy to the 
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Brothers, since they had been looking forward to such a favor- 
able event since October, 1927, when the Decree of Praise had 
been granted to the Congregation by the same Pope. (Seven years 
later, Final Approbation was granted by the present Pontiff). A 
Solemn High Mass of thanksgiving, attended by the members of 
the Xaverian Community, the Sisters of Notre Dame, the students 
of both Saint John’s High School and grammar department, and 
a goodly number of parishioners, was celebrated in honor of this 
event. The Reverend Edward J. Fitzgerald, P.R., was celebrant, 
assisted by the Reverend Charles H. Duffy and the Reverend 
James B. Kennedy. This event came as a fitting climax to the 
Diamond Jubilee of the Xaverian Brothers in the United States, 
celebrated the previous year. At that time, the Congregation pub- 
lished a history of the work done in this country by the Brothers 
over a space of seventy-five years. This volume, entitled “Men 
and Deeds”, was written by the late Brother Julian, C.F.X., then 
Master of Novices at Fort Monroe. 


In June, 1931, the fifty seniors graduating were addressed by 
the Reverend John J. Foran, D.D., of the Class of 1905, the first 
priest of the Alumni to be ordained. This started the custom of 
having priest-graduates of the School to address the graduating 
classes of the next few years. A list of these distinguished speak- 
ers and the number of graduates is as follows: 


1933 Reverend Francis A. Foley, °14 47 graduates 
1934 Reverend Martin J. Tracy, 09 39 graduates 
1935 Reverend John A. Donahue, '16 47 graduates 
1936 Reverend Patrick Long, '14 38 graduates 
1937 Reverend James McDermott, M.M., “17 24 graduates 
1938 Reverend T. Lawrence Foran, S.J., “16 45 graduates 
1939 Cornelius F. Donoghue, ’24 56 graduates 
1940 Reverend John B. Hughes, °22 62 graduates 


After six years of profitable leadership at Saint John’s, Broth- 
er Campion was transferred in 1935. Having completed a term 
of Superiorship at the Juniorate in Peabody, he is at present a 
valuable member of the faculty at Saint John’s Preparatory 
School, Danvers. 
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Saint Francis Xavier 


CHAPTER XV 
AFFAIRS AT ST. JOHN’S, 1935 — 194] 
BROTHER RONAN, C.F.X., SUPERIOR 


When another Classicist was needed at Saint John’s because of 
the transfer of Brother John Evangelist, one was found in Broth- 
er Ronan, who arrived from Peabody on October 6, 1930, remain- 
ing as a senior teacher until 1933. In that year a new school was 
opened in Bangor, Maine, and Brother Ronan was transferred 
there, returning to Worcester in 1935 as Principal of Saint 


John’s. 


The Brothers again lost a friend on the death of the Pastor. At 
4:40 o’clock on the afternoon of June 6, 1937, the bells of Saint 
John’s Church, which had so often rung out messages of cheer 
and sadness to the parishioners, tolled the tidings of the death of 
the Reverend Edward J. Fitzgerald, who, after a long illness, 
passed to his heavenly reward at the age of sixty-nine years and 
during the Novena to Saint Jude which was being conducted in 
the Church by the Dominican Fathers. Father Fitzgerald was 
known to thousands of Catholics as the soul of mildness and — 
priestliness, but only few were aware of his many secret deeds of — 
kindness ‘and generosity. Among other superior qualities, he was 
a splendid speaker, a thorough historian, a wonderful admini- 
strator of Saint John’s Parish and School. Being a native son of 
Worcester, he had taken an active lead in the affairs of Worcester 
County, and the whole city mourned its loss. The funeral services 
were held Wednesday at 10 o’clock in Saint John’s Church where 
he had been Pastor for fourteen years. The Most Reverend 
Thomas M. O’Leary, D.D., Bishop of Springfield officiated. 


A week after school opened the following September, the stu- 
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dents were addressed by the new Pastor, the Reverend John F. 


McDonnell, P.R. 


Several of the Seniors, on February 1, 1938, presented “The 
Man Without a Country”, the first in a series of High School 
broadcasts over W.O.R.C. under the auspices of the Worcester 
Dramatic League. The second of the series, “The Valiant’, a one 
act play, was broadcast by the boys the following April. 


A memorable event for the Brothers occurred on March 28, 
1938, when they were invited, after an occupancy of forty-four 
years, to leave the old residence at 60 Temple Street for a new 
home, formerly the Crompton Estate at 38 Winthrop Street. Their 
present abode is splendidly located and beautifully furnished, be- 
ing about twenty minutes’ walk from the school. Both the Bishop 
of the Diocese, the Most Reverend Thomas M. O’Leary, and the 
Pastor of Saint John’s, the Reverend John F. McDonnell, have 
provided most generously for the spiritual and physical welfare 
of the Brothers. 


The transferrence was accomplished rapidly and_ willingly 
through the cooperation of many helpful hands and by the kindly 
aid of Mrs. John F. Joyce and the late Mrs. William F. O’Leary, 
two very active members of the Xaverian Guild, a society about 
which a further Chapter is reserved. 


The first Mass in the new house, with the blessing of the litur- 
gical altar and the house itself, was celebrated by the Reverend 
Pastor on April 4th. After the first Mass, the Pastor remained for 
breakfast which, from accounts, must have been “an apostolic 
meal for apostolic men”. The Mistress of the culinary depart- 
ment, Mrs. Anne M. Jones, who has rendered most faithful and 
efficient service for the past fifteen years, was still planning 
attack on the electric stove, a previously unknown device in a 
Brothers’ Home. The words of the late Brother Philip in remin- 
iscing the early days in Louisville: ““‘We were not obliged to fast 
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by Rule, but we got very little to eat”, might not have applied so 
forcibly to this occasion, but nevertheless, this experience plus 
generosity of heart, prompted the thoughtful pastor to send, one 
week later, two electric Toastmasters and a complete electric 
Master Mixer. Now it can be said (with due respect) that God 
gives the Brothers their daily bread, but Father McDonnell gives 
them — among the other good things a la Jones — their daily 
toast. Despite abundant spiritual food, nine human and hungry 
men ask, with Owen Meredith: “But where is the man that can 
live without dining?” and agree with his opinion “But civilized 


man cannot live without cooks.” 


On September 21, 1938, a sudden and terrific hurricane swept 
New England, causing frightful destruction to property through- 
out Worcester. On the grounds surrounding the Brothers’ Home, 
about fifteen trees weré uprooted but, Deo gratias, only slight 
damage was done to the house. The steeple on the Church was 
demolished and some damage was done to the Old Building. 

About three weeks later, another broadcast was given by the 
boys, “The Finger of God’’, being the appropriate title. 


The Centennial of the founding of the Congregation of the 
Xaverian Brothers took place on June 4, 1939. A Mass in honor 
of the occasion was offered in Saint John’s Church, with Father 


McDonnell as celebrant. 


On the following December 12, a fire developed in the Old 
Building, starting in one of the dressing rooms above the stage, 
and attributed to defective wiring. Destruction amounting to $15, 
000 was done to the stage, the tower above it, and to the auditor- 
ium. Classes for the first and second years were held in the gym- 
nasium on Thursday and Friday, December 14th and 15th. Begin- 
ning the following week, the “stagger system”’ was put into oper- 
ation, classes being held in the New Building on Mondays, 
Wednesdays, and Fridays for the first and second years, and on 
Tuesdays and Thursdays for the Juniors and Seniors. This plan 
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continued after the Christmas holidays until January 12th. When 
classes resumed in the Old Building on January 15, 1940, con- 
siderable improvements, including new floors, ceilings, black- 
boards, lights, etc., had been accomplished through the immediate 
and thorough action of the Pastor. 


On June 16th of this same year, the largest class in the history 
of the school was graduated, sixty-two seniors receiving diplomas. 


During the following year, a new syllabus of studies was intro- 
duced under the guidance of the Reverend Father Rooney, Super- 
intendent of Schools in the Springfield Diocese. The school day 
was lengthened to seven periods of forty-five minutes with fifteen 
minutes for recess. This system also calls for a mid-term exam- 
ination made up by the teachers, and the final Diocesan exam in 
June. 


Brother Ronan fittingly celebrated his Silver Jubilee on Janu- 
ary 3, 1941. On the evening before, a dinner was given in his 
honor by the Class of 1939. On the day itself, a Mass was cele- 
brated at Saint John’s Church in honor of the occasion offered by 
the Pastor, at which the whole student body attended as well as 
the members of the Xaverian Guild and a large crowd of the 
Alumni and other friends. A reception followed in the gym at 
which speeches were made by several members of the Senior 
Class. In the evening, a supper was served under the auspices of 
the Xaverian Guild at the Brothers’ residence. On the following 
day, a banquet was held in the school gymnasium and was well 
attended, despite the heaviest snow storm of the season, by a score 
of priests and other distinguished guests, and by over fifty repre- 
sentatives of ihe Xaverian Communities throughout New England. 
Such a testimonial to Brother Ronan was but a visible fulfillment 
of the words of Our Lord: “Well done, thou good and faithful 


servant.” 


In June, 1941, the graduating class of fifty-one Seniors was 
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addressed by Sir John J. Hagerty, a Knight of Malta and an 
alumnus of the Class of 1913. 


According to the new Canon Law of Holy Mother Church, re- 
ligious superiors must be changed every six years. That is the 
reason why the genial, humorous, and immensely popular Broth- 
er Ronan, after six years’ leadership at Saint John’s, was trans- 
ferred in 1941 to Saint Joseph Juniorate at Peabody, Mass., 
where he continues his good and faithful service to God. This for- 
mer Principal, always interested in the boys’ activities, a hard 
worker, firm but yet somehow gentle, shall not readily be forgot- 
ten by many of the “old boys” of Saint John’s. 
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Brothers’ Chapel 


CHAPTER XVI 
AFFAIRS AT ST. JOHN’S, 1941 — 1944 
BROTHER NATHAN, C.F.X., SUPERIOR 


The eleventh and present Principal of Saint John’s, Brother 
Nathan, came to Worcester from Saint Michael’s Diocesan High 
School, Brooklyn, New York. Before the end of the first month, 
the boys realized that the prestige and high standards of the 
school had been placed in safe hands, and that they themselves 
had found another friend in the new Principal, his own personal- 
ity and his deep interest in their work being assets in their favor. 

School opened on September 6, 1941, with 286 students 
enrolled. 


November saw the first issue of “The Red and White’, the 
school paper, under new management but with the same policy as 
“The Xaverianette”. The two Freshman classes of this year had 
shown their school spirit by installing class newspapers, “The 
Busy Bee” and “The Comet”. Feature articles of both these 
private publication have been incorporated into the general school 
paper, “The Red and White’. A noticeable, living School Spirit, 
a spirit of loyal comradeship, has been the result of this enter- 
prise. It has given each and every student of Saint John’s High 
School not only a willingness but also a sincere desire to par- 
ticipate, or at least to cooperate, in all its activities. In this 
chapter, especially, will this school spirit be noticeable. 


This year brought numerous changes to the school, among them 
being the new method of grading reports. The exact mark that 
the student receives is registered in numbers on the card, whereas 
formerly, letters were used. The letters provided too wide a range 
to be accurate. 
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A trend of the time, a note which had been silent, or silenced, 
for nearly twenty-five years, is to be found in an editorial in the 
second issue of the school paper. It relates to the keen interest 
being shown by high school students in government affairs and 
the possibility of lowering the draft age. Now school boys were 
dwelling upon the front page rather than on the comic section 
of the newspapers. But the article ends with a note of loyalty 
and courage: “We have but one country, and to preserve our 
democracy we must be ready to sacrifice our possessions and our- 
selves.’ Since then, hundreds of the boys have proved their 
readiness to make this sacrifice. ss 


Of interest to the students this month was the speech made by 
Brother Gilbert, C.F.X., at the Holy Name Society meeting at the 
Ascension School hall. Being an orator, educator, and athletic 
coach of note, Brother Gilbert told his audience many interesting 
and amusing anecdotes about sports as well as giving many sin- 
cere and impressive points in his talk, loyalty predominating the 
qualities he stressed. Perhaps the high-light of Brother’s elo- 
quent speech was his definition of education: ‘Education is.the 
willingness to help the suffering and the oppressed, to. do for 
others, and to give good example at all time — no matter what 


the odds.” 


November also brought a novel diversion when radio station 
WTAG paid the school a visit. Gil Hodges and Barry Barents, 
along with an engineer, staged a fifteen minute variety broadcast. 
Much talent and many radio personalities were discovered but, as 
yet, no sponsors have come forward to claim the performers. 


In December, one of the “midget” freshmen acting as reporter 
for the school paper had an interesting interview with Santa at 
one of the big department stores he uses during his seasonal visit. 
After speaking on such topics as trade, military affairs, metal 
priorities, and strikes, Santa took the representative on a tour of 
toyland. “A veritable paradise for an ordinary boy of ten” was 
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how Santa described it, wishing to reward his wee visitor; but 
the only request he received was, ““Please let us have a picture 
of you and me for the Saint John’s paper.” Santa gave a furtive 
look around him and then answered, “Surely. I was of the class 
of 23;~ 


An interview with Brother John Evangelist during this month 
gives a rapid review of by-gone days and compares Saint John’s 
of twenty-five years before with Saint John’s of 1941. This was 
Brother’s third assignment to Worcester, his first time having been 
in December, 1916. In those days Worcester was known as The 
City of Prosperity. He had been assigned to the ninth grade in 
the present 2A classroom. Of that class two became priests, two 
others became Xaverian Brothers, and one is now an attorney. 
Brother denied emphatically that only the best students are usual- 
ly successful in later life, adding: “Good students usually meet 
with success but not always. Very often, it is the mediocre, or 
even the very slow, student who makes the best mark in life.” 
When asked to compare present and past conditions and the 
school spirit, his answer was likewise inspiring: 


Students, being human, always maintain a certain 
norm. But our facilities in the old days were not so 
good. We had two schools or rather buildings, one 
which we called today the “Old Building” and another 
called The Institute, which was situated in the church 
yard near the circle. The Brothers’ residence was then 
on the corner of Harding and Temple Streets. Today 

_the new school building, with its gym and other facil- 
ities, makes a marked difference in the school, while 
the Brothers’ new house up on the hill is a source of 
great comfort to the faculty. 


However, many of the old boys have been ordained, 
and countless others have also been successful in all 


walks of life. 


Like all schools, Saint John’s has had its ups and 
downs; and the school spirit may be compared to the 
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tides, for, like the tides, it ebbs and flows. Some groups 
aim high, others are content to drift along with the cur- 
rent. With the addition of many extra-curricular activ-. 
ities, the school spirit of Saint John’s has been most 
admirable. Much of the credit is due to the eet 
Society and to the Athletic Association. | 


The school spirit at the present time is quite admir. 
able, but remember — the old boys had just as much 
pep as you boys have today. 


In January, 1942, when the famous band of Orrin Tucker with 
the famous vocalist, Bonnie Baker, came to Worcester, an inter- 
view produced many interesting facts, among them being that the 
noted singer attended Mount De Sales Academy in Macon, 
Georgia. | 


In cooperation with the Worcester Chapter of the American 
Red Cross, Junior Division, in January Saint John’s held a school 
drive for funds, which, like the city-wide campaign, proved to 
be an overwhelming success. Such a fine spirit of charity cannot 
but be commended, especially under the current conditions which 
had the boys working under the war-strain. But men, ‘like de- 
fensive animals, find their greatest consolation in times of danger 
in realizing that they are closely united with their fellow beings 
by the unbreakable bonds of community effort against a common 
foe. Truly, then, may they be called “Angels of Mercy”, who 
have done their best in their own way to help our boys in their 
fight against our enemies. 


In an address to the Saint John’s High School student body, 
Mr. Reeby from the Worcester County Institute of Savings 
stressed America’s need of having the people buy defense stamps 
and bonds, graphically explaining the accumulating value of a 
bond in a ten-year period. One of the fundamental needs of a 
country at war is money as well as men, and such money loaned 
to the Government is used to buy a vital item for the armed forces 
of America. This is a war for freedom — not only the freedom 
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of Americans but also the liberty of mankind. This emancipa- 
tion is the goal of the United States in the present global con- 
flict. Again the boys showed their true spirit — over fifty boys 
in the school in their daily work as newsboys sell plenty of de- 
fense stamps, one boy having a remarkable total of over 7,500 
stamps to his credit. On each Tuesday morning, stamps and 
- bonds are on sale in the school. The sentiment of the school can 
be well summed up in the response to the question asked by Mr. 
Reeby. Said he, ““How many boys are going to buy stamps?” 
And the answer, spontaneous and sincere, was shouted: “All of 


us!” 


In many of the talks given during the January “Mission Day” 
period, the point stressed was the importance for Catholics to read 
literature approved by the Ordinary of the Diocese. It was real- 
ized that in these days there is a great need for Catholics to be 
acquainted with the profitable literature that may be found from 
the small but excellent pamphlets to Catholic novels and news- 
papers. Among the outstanding periodicals and journals men- 
tioned were “The Mirror’, the official and excellent organ of the 
Diocese of Springfield, and “The Tablet’, the Catholic news- 
paper published by the Brooklyn Diocese in New York. Another 
phase of the talks was the help our missionaries need, especially 
in these troubled times. Financial aid, of course, is important, but 
first of all, missionaries need prayer and plenty of it. It was 
hoped that vocations in the field would be fervently fostered, for 
from the juvenile crusaders of today will come the missionaries 
of tomorrow. 


On the last Friday of January, the students of Saint John’s 
saw two motion pictures through the courtesy of the Worcester 
Chamber of Commerce. The first, dealing with National Defense, 
showed how the various industries have geared their peace-time 
operations into a new high for the purpose of National Defense. 
The second picture, Eskimo Bride, also had its educational value, 
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presenting most clearly many of the Eskimo social customs and 
particularly living conditions. Since, then, many of the audi- 
ence have visited this same section in the service of their country. 

Another editorial, in the January issue of the school paper, 
is again pertinent to the times: “Unity in Wartime”. The gist of 
this splendid article is summed up in the last paragraph: 


So, by not complaining our hardships and ill-fortunes, 
by restraining our criticism, and by cooperating with 
those above us, we can preserve unity in this country 
after all, and we can go forward to emerge from this war 
a victorious and united nation, having removed from 
this earth all those who sought to destroy freedom and 
democracy in the world. 


The writer of this editorial has since “won his wings.” 


On the evening of February 3rd, the annual Winter Frolic, 
or Hop — as it is now called — took place in Horticultural Hall, 
sponsored by the members of the senior classes of Saint John’s, 
under the able direction of the Principal, Brother Nathan. On 
hand to furnish the musical program was “Buddy” Trask and 
“The New Englanders”. Over one hundred and fifty couples 
braved the wintry weather to attend this dance, one of the best 
in Worcester high school circles, excelling only Saint John’s 
Senior Prom. 


The call for good reading material for our boys in service was 
answered with the usual spontaneous success as evidenced by the 
piles of contributions soon stacked in the gym. 


At the beginning of the school year, Brother Pascal, a former 
teacher, had returned to Saint John’s and was placed in charge 
of the Philoponia. Because current circumstances altered the 
topic, there were no Diocesan Debates this season. However, 
true to the American tradition, the members of the Philoponia 
Debating Society refused to allow the declaration of war to stop 
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or impede their efforts in debate. It was with this intention, 
then, that the affirmative and the negative sides of the question: 
“Resolved: That every able-bodied male citizen should receive 
a year of military training before attaining the present draft age”, 
was argued before the entire student body as a part of the Lincoln 
Day celebration. The debate was close and hotly contested, but 
no decision was rendered. 


A human interest story found in the February issue of the 
school paper bears repetition: 


Miss Martha Raye, glamorous Hollywood star, came 
to Worcester last week to make a personal appearance 
at a local theater. During her stay she crept into the 
hearts of the people and into the heart of one little boy 
in particular. 


Joe Hedge is a small lad of twelve who does errands 
for the employees of the theater in his spare time. Joe 
had a little dog, one he idolized, but in order to do 
errands for Miss Raye, he had to forsake his little canine 
friend. The dog came looking for Joe one night last 
week and on busy Main Street was struck by an auto. 
He died. Little Joe, trying his best to hide his tears, 
told Miss Raye his story. Realizing that Joe had for- 
saken his dog in order to help her, Miss Raye brought 
the lad to a nearby pet shop and purchased an excellent 
German Police dog. She added some money to dry the 
wet eyes of the boy. 


When Martha’s next picture comes to town, there will 
be one small boy with bright eyes in the first row. 


Scholastically, the boys were progressing. In March, Saint 
John’s was represented in the American Legion Oratorical Con- 
test, this contestant winning second place and a cash award. An- 
other Junior’s efforts were successful when his essay was judged 
number one in the American Legion Auxiliary Essay Contest in 
the city-wide competition, and the following month this same 
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essay won first place of all high schools of Worcester County. 
Both topics dealt with a phase of the Constitution. Another 
Junior won second prize for his essay concerning the contribution 
of the movies to National Defense. 


In May, the boys were again reminded of old days at Saint 
John’s through an article sent by Brother Robert, the first Superior 
of the School. Among other things, we learn that in his day there 
were no sports at Saint John’s, “the lads played outside teams, 
if indeed there was time. You see, the school day started at 9 
and lasted till 4 in the afternoon with an hour for lunch. The 
principal subjects were French, Latin, and Greek. They are fine 
lads, the Worcester boys. Of all the Xaverian schools, Saint 
John’s has been the richest in vocations to the priesthood, as well 
as in producing many distinguished doctors, lawyers, and busi- 
ness men, too.”” The school day now starts at 8 and lasts till 1:30, 
with fifteen minutes for lunch. 


On May 3rd, two alumni of Saint John’s were given honorary, 
degrees by Holy Cross. They were John J. Hagerty, 713, who re- 
ceived a Doctor of Laws degree. Mr. Hagerty, last year’s Saint 
John’s Commencement speaker, is described in part as a Knight 
of Malta and head of the New England Reconstruction Finance 
Corporation. The other equally distinguished alumnus, Doctor 
John Fallon, ’15, received a Doctor of Science degree. He is an 
eminent surgeon, a member of countless associations, surgical 
resident of Saint Vincent Hospital, and director of the Fallon 
Clinic. At the Commencement Exercises, the Reverend William 
Foran, ’13, gave the Baccalaureate Sermon. Father Foran’s three 
brothers, the Reverend Doctor John Foran, the Reverend T. Law- 
rence Foran, $.J., and Doctor Francis Foran are also alumni of 


Saint John’s High School. 


After a month of spring cleaning, the front office of the school 
turned “de luxe”. The 4A cloakroom was transposed into an 
office for the Principal, while the old office was changed into a 
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“waiting room’. ‘The floor of the cloakroom was sanded, the 
hangers removed, the ceiling white-washed, the walls repainted, 
and everything conceivable was re-modernized. New drapes for 
the windows, a metal cabinet for the files, and a new desk to assist 
in the efficiency of the Principal were added. In the “waiting 
room’, the old office, retouches and additions were made to turn 
it also into a trophy room. Here the trophies and plaques which 
have been won by Saint John’s since it was first founded can 
now be found on the walls and on the shelves of the trophy case. 
Also adorning the wall is a cherished portrait of Father Robert 
Cairns, a gift to his friends at Saint John’s. A well-filled re- 
ligious magazine rack helps to calm impatient visitors. The new 
office is a place of interest to those who have not seen it before, 
but to the experienced and frequent visitor it is still a place that 
they would like to avoid. Yet, as one wit (?) quoted: “Fools 
rush in where angels fear to tread.” 


Visitors during the month of May included the Reverend Father 
G. J. Burke, who gave the students a stirring talk on the missions 
and their needs and also supplied a philosophy with which to 
pull through this war. Father Burke is the National Field Secre- 
retary of the Holy Childhood Mission Society. After his inter- 
esting lecture, the entire student body was conducted through the 
famous Mission Trailer. Another distinguished visitor was the 
Reverend Brother Edmund, Provincial of the Xaverian Brothers 
in this country. Brother Benjamin, C.F.X., later came to speak 
on vocations; and Brother Vincent, C.F.X., in his line of duty, in- 
spected the classes, being favorably impressed by the conduct of 
the students. 


Throughout the corridors of the school during part of the month 
of May could be seen very interested groups of students viewing 
the pictures which had been only part of the Xaverian Exhibit at 
Rochester the previous June. These depicted the various schools 
and activities of the Xaverians in America. In some of the older 
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pictures could be recognized some of the Brothers in their young- 
er days, which led some of the reviewers to comment on the gain 
in weight or the loss of hair. 


On the evening of June 12th, the annual Senior Prom was 
held in the appropriately decorated school gym. This most color- 
ful, entertaining and enjoyable affair was attended by over two 
hundred and fifty couples who “tripped the light fantastic” to the 
music of Dol Brissette and his orchestra from the Bancroft. The 
problem of transportation for the guests this year was solved with- 
out benefit of “X cards’, several of the boys hiring the old 
“horse and buggy” for the occasion. The neighbors along Temple 
Street had been forewarned that the sound of clapping would not 
be a procession of milkmen but just a return to the days when Pa 


was courtin’ Ma. 


On Sunday afternoon, June 14th, at three o’clock, the thirty- 
eighth graduating class of Saint John’s High School received di- 
plomas. This group, consisting of thirty-three members, was the 
first to leave under the present Principal, Brother Nathan. The 
graduates received their diplomas from the Reverend John F. 
McDonnell, Pastor of Saint John’s, and heard an interesting ad- 
dress by Mr. Florence J. Donoghue of the Class of ’07, a disting- 
uished alumnus and leading Catholic lawyer in the city. Among 
special honors distributed were the medals for General Excell- 
ency during four years of scholastic work, the medal for the 
outstanding scholar-athlete and the annual awards to the winners 
of the School Oratorical Contest. These honors are all sponsored 
and awarded by the Reverend Pastor. Something new to Saint 
John’s graduations was the substitution of scholastic caps and 
gowns, which the graduates wore instead of the former tuxedos. 
The ceremonies took place in the school gym and in the same set- 
ting that was used for the Prom, the usual large crowd attending. 


On September 9, 1942, Saint John’s enrolled 309 students, the 
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largest number to be enrolled since 1929. Of those, 150 were en- 
tirely new, having never attended Saint John’s before. Not only 
freshman classes increased but every other class had also its 
new-comers. This sudden increase in the population of the School 
caused different phases of school life to stand out more clearly; 
while reserved seniors, flambuoyant juniors, wise sophomores, 
and scared freshmen took on new and brighter colors. Every mor- 
ning here at Saint John’s there arrive some sixty students who 
reach the school from homes outside of Worcester. These seekers 
of knowledge arrive by train, bus, private car, and even motor- 
cycle, many traveling over twenty-five miles to be in class at 8 
A.M. sharp. In winter not a few thumbs are frozen. Much credit 
is due to these early travelers who must rise from slumber much 
earlier than do their Worcesterite classmates. 


The notable increase in the enrollment of Saint John’s brought 
to light once again the importance of Catholic education. The 
world today, as of twenty-five years ago, is in a turmoil; not only 
is a physical war being waged but a spiritual one as well. Men of 
character are needed, and will be needed, not only during the con- 
flict but also after it. The principles of Catholic philosophy must 
be brought before a world which has long forgotten the basic laws - 
of God. Only one who is intimate with the doctrines of Holy — 
Mother Church is able to propound these principles. Where can 
these be learned better than in a Catholic school? It is, therefore, 
of the utmost necessity and the duty of every Catholic student to 
gain the most out of his religious training, for his own personal 
salvation and that of a weary sin-torn world. 


With the dawn of a new school year at Saint John’s came 
many changes. One of the prominent variations was the seven 
forty-five minute periods a day, as compared to last year’s six 
fifty minute periods with a thirty minute study class the first thing 
in the morning. Religion this year was no longer the conventional 
first period class of the day. There was now a fifteen minute re- 
cess at 11 o’clock instead of the previous break of twenty minutes 
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at 11:30. With a new coach, a physical training period was in- 
stalled. A new seventy per cent passing grade superseded the for- 
mer sixty-five per cent mark. The honor roll mark was moved 
from seventy-five up to eighty-five in all subjects. Brother Rober- 
tus, who had been so successful with the previous year’s play, be- 
came Moderator of the Philoponia. 


At the first assembly of the year, after outlining and explaining 
the rules of the school, Brother Nathan announced that the follow- 
ing clubs would swing into action: Philoponia, Camera, Aeronau- 
tics, Public Speaking, Journalism, Glee Club, and the School 
Orchestra. He also voiced his plans of inviting various speakers 
representing their Orders to address the student body in connec- 
tion with the monthly Vocation Day assemblies. These will be 
mentioned in the order of their appearance. 


In the past history of Saint John’s, it has been estimated that 
nearly eighty per cent of the graduates have attended college after 
leaving this school. Of the thirty-three seniors who were gradu- 
ated in June, 1942, over seventeen entered various colleges, many 
of the remainder entering the different branches of their country’s 
. service. 


The Reverend John P. Evanson, S.J., professor of Religion at 
Holy Cross, was the first visiting speaker of the year to grace the 
platform during the December Mission Assembly. Father Evan- 
son’s opening remark sounded the keynote of his talk: “The real 
man is one who is honest with God, honest with his neighbor, and 
honest with himself.” Pointing to the lives of Saint Francis Xav- 
ier, Saint Isaac Jogues, and Father Pro, a Jesuit martyr of Mex- 
ico, this visitor showed how each of them fulfilled this definition. 
Father Evanson closed his inspiring remarks with an explanation 
of the years of study spent by Jesuit students in preparation for 
their work among souls, particularly in foreign countries. 


The Reverend Martin Norton, O.M.I., guest speaker at the Jan- 
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uary Mission Assembly, stressed the fact that war is more than a 
clash of physical forces. He advised the students not to let war 
interfere with any vocational plans, since it is not the desire of 
the Government to interefere with the spiritual life of the Nation. 
He also explained the true signs of a vocation, summing them up 
in three terms: “knowledge, holiness, and no impediment.” Hay- 
ing described the happiness involved in fulfilling one’s vocation 
and the consequent unhappiness in failing to do so, Father Norton 
pointed out the work of the Oblates of Mary Immaculate in the 
home and foreign missions, mentioning especially the Arctic mis- 
sions among the Eskimos, and the fifteen Oblate Fathers who have 
been missing since the Japanese occupation of the port of Davas 
in the Philippines. 


The annual Winter Frolic in February was again held at Hor- 
ticultural Hall, but war had its effects on the dance. Because of. 
transportation difficulties the usual semi-formal air of this event 
was changed, the committee converting the affair into a sports 
dance. However, it was the usual success, over one hundred and 
fifty couples dancing to the music of Jack Grant and his Grand 
View Country Club Orchestra. 


In the February Mission Assembly the student body was most 
fortunate in having as guest.speaker the Reverend Ambrose 
Gallagher of the Society of Saint Columban, who spoke on “Find- 
ing One’s Vocation Early in Life.” Father Gallagher graphically 
described his own life, telling most interestingly how he had been 
a one-time athlete, stevedore, lumberjack, and goldminer before 
becoming a missionary priest laboring for the salvation of souls. 
His talk is summed up in the realization that one must pray hard 
and long for Divine Guidance in the matter of one’s state in life. 


When the Black Hills Passion Play performed in Worcester, 
Josef Meier, who takes the part of the Christus, was interviewed 
by a representative of the school paper. In real life, Mr. Meier, 
being quiet, modest, gentle, and friendly, reflects the personality 
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of the Character he so dramatically portrays throughout the 
twenty-two scenes of this famous play. The fifth member of his 
family to portray the Christus, since his great grand-father played 
the part some one hundred and fifty years ago, Mr. Meier first 
appeared in the Passion Play at the age of ten weeks; since then 
he has enacted almost every male role in the drama. His wife, 
Clare Hume Meier, and his daughter, Johanna, have the present 
parts of Mary and the Child respectively. In spite of the stren- 
uous ordeal he experiences during each performance, especially 
in such scenes as the Road to Golgotha when he carries a one 
hundred and sixty pound cross — and the Crucifixion where he 
remains on this cross some fifteen or twenty minutes — Mr. Meier 
teaches us a lesson when he stated: “I don’t feel too fatigued, for 
the simple reason that I am wholly occupied in portraying the 
scenes as realistically as possible.” Mr. Meier speaks in a 
smooth, soft voice with a faint accent not detected in his flawless 
English on the stage. In Germany he first attended school under 
the direction of the White Fathers. 


In March, the Reverend Brother Godfrey, C.F.X., director of 
Saint Joseph’s Juniorate, home of Xaverian aspirants, proved to 
be a most popular speaker in the series of Mission Assemblies. 
During his talk, Brother easily won over the attention and affec- . 
tion of his audience by his informal, man-to-man delivery. He 
explained the purpose of the Juniorate, describing the life of an 
aspirant at that school. He made a lasting impression when he 
definitely stated: ““You are our boys. Every Xaverian Brother is 
definitely interested in all activities that go on at Saint John’s.” 
A movie of life at the Juniorate followed Brother’s talk. 


The following month, short because of the Easter holidays, 
brought as guest speaker the Reverend Father Driscoll, 5.V.D., 
who gave a splendid address on vocations and the missions, espe- 
cially the noble work done by the Society of the Divine Word, of 


which he is a zealous member. 
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The Mission Assembly in May was made most enjoyable by 
the presence of the Reverend James E. McDermott, M.M., rector 
of Maryknoll at Bedford, Mass. Father McDermott, an alumnus 
of Saint John’s, spent many years in China, and related several 
interesting incidents concerning these missions, mentioning espe- 
cially another alumnus, Father Robert Cairns who is now believed 
dead after having been captured by the Japs. Father McDermott 
ended his most interesting talk by making the Sign of the Cross 
and reciting the Our Father in Chinese. 


The thoughts behind the words “prom and graduation” have 
much the same meaning, each in its own sphere. Each occasion 
marks the end of a particular phase of the life of a high school 
sudent. His senior prom is the highlight of his social life up to 
that point; his graduation is an equally great milestone in his 
work of intellectual development. The senior prom, usually held 
in the school gymnasium gaily decorated for the occasion, took 
place this year in the main ballroom of the Hotel Bancroft on 
June 23rd, with Dol Brissette and his popular orchestra furnish- 
ing the music. The prom of 1943 will be remembered as a tradi- 
tion breaker. Not only does it mark the first instance in many 
years that the prom has been moved from the school itself, but 
also it marks the first time in the school history that an orchestra 
has been brought back for a second successive engagement, the 
policy usually being that variety is the spice of life. Because of 
the war and its consequent restrictions, it was deemed wise to 
employ a place adaptable to any emergency such as a surprise 
blackout. The transportation problem was also solved adequately 
by the central location of the Bancroft. The usual large crowd 
attended, many uniforms being in evidence. 


Graduations, this year, had an even greater significance than 
usual, for now the student of languages, math, and science was to 
become the student of war, a fighting man who would study the 
swiftest and surest methods of winning a much desired peace. 


The Reverend John F. McDonnell, P.R., Pastor of Saint John’s, 
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presided at the thirty-ninth commencement exercises on Sunday 
afternoon, June 20th, at three o’clock. Thirty-one graduates, sev- 
eral uniforms mingling with the caps and gowns, received 
diplomas, and the usual awards were presented. Mr. Henry C. 
Walsh, *11, well known attorney and orator, addressed the assem- 
bly. At the beginning of the school year, the senior classes num- 
bered forty-eight. The eighteen who did not remain were scat- 
tered over various fields of military, religious, and civilian life. 
Most of them elected to make the war a personal issue without 
waiting for a diploma; three volunteered for service in the Army 
of Christ, going for their basic training to Saint Charles Seminary, 
Baltimore; some took advantage of the new accelerated college 
courses in vogue, one of those accepted being a Junior. 


And so we come to the year of grace, 1944! Someone has called 
the *40’s “‘years of disgrace,” but American Catholics of 1944 
can well rejoice that this year marks the blessed and unique 
occasion of the canonization of the first saint of United States 
citizenship. True, Mother Frances Xavier Cabrini is a natural- 
ized citizen, but perhaps the next two hundred years will bring a 
born citizen of this country to sainthood. May this inspiring 
event be indicative of an inspired future! 


September 8, 1943, began the present school year with an en- 
rollment of 313 boys, and the lamented removal of two most 
zealous and untiring workers, Brothers Walstan and Charles Bor- 
romeo. The large enrollment of Freshmen made it necessary to 
divide the newcomers into three groups instead of the customary 
two classes. However, by the end of the first semester, because of 
departures for one reason or another, the still large number of 
freshmen has been absorbed into the regular two divisions. 


Soon after school opened, Brother Robertus, another zealous 
teacher, was changed. The present Community, then, is as fol- 
lows: Brothers Nathan, Theophane, Elias, Raymond Joseph, An- 
drew Joseph, Patrick, Fidelis, Harold and “Giles — a counter- 
part of the Nine Choirs of Angels. (?) 
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The Catholic Students Mission Crusade was revived. Its en- 
viable success will be related in the chapter on extra-curricular 
activities. 


Since the closing of school last June, over twenty of the boys 
have gone into the services of our country — on the land, on the 
sea, and in the air. Two more have joined the Army of Christ, 
now studying with the other Worcesterites at Saint Charles Semin- 
ary, Baltimore. Another is now located at the Brothers’ Juniorate 
in Peabody. 


The Mission Assembly at the School this December was high- 
lighted by the presence of the Reverend Father Higgins, M.S., as 
guest speaker. Father Higgins, a member of the missionary 
priests of Our Lady of La Salette, delivered an eloquent talk on 
the urgent need of vocations, citing several instances of the 
scarcity and shortness of missionaries in various sections. In 
closing his address, Father Higgins presented a challenge to the 


sudents of today by quoting the words of Lieutenant Colonel 
John McCrea: 


To you from failing hands we throw 


The torch; be yours to hold it high. 


An enlightening talk was given the student body in February 
by the Reverend Brother Innocent of the Alexian Brothers. The 
work of these Brothers is connected with the care of the sick in 
several large hospitals which they conduct, mostly in the West. 
The boys learned in this interesting talk that much good work 
besides teaching is being done by various Congregations of 
Brothers. 


At the beginning of the school year, Mr. George F. Booth, 
editor-publisher of the Worcester Telegram and Gazette, furthered 
the cause of education in Greater Worcester by presenting nine- 
teen schools each with 51 volumes of ““The Chronicles of America” 
and 15 volumes of “The Pagent of America”, Saint John’s favor- 
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ing by this patriotic gesture and profiting by these valuable sets. 


Fifty years ago, the Sisters of Notre Dame shared in the pioneer 
work of the Brothers on their arrival at Saint John’s; today this 
same generous spirit is evident. The cooperation existing be- 
tween the two schools will be noted especially in the extra-cur- 
ricular activities mentioned later. The Grammar School Faculty 
at Saint John’s has been enriched recently by the addition of 
Sister Marie Josepha, S.N.D., who, after thirteen years of labor as 
a missioner in Japan, has returned on the repatriation ship 
“Gripsholm” to be assigned as a teacher in the elementary de- 
partment at Saint John’s. One who has been so signally pro- 
tected by a Divine Providence in the past cannot help but bring 
a blessing to the present. | 


It is but fitting that a note of gratitude be given to the two 
spiritual advisers of the Brothers. Canon Law advises all Religi- 
ous to approach the Sacrament of Penance at least once a week. 
In compliance with this rule, ordinary and extraordinary con- 
fessors are appointed by the Bishop of the Diocese. Each week, 
therefore, the Reverend John F. Reilly, Pastor of Christ the King 
Parish, visits the Brothers’ residence to hear confessions; while 
the Reverend Francis S. Hickey, Pastor of Saint Roche’s Parish | 
in Oxford comes four times a year during the Ember seasons. 
Both these zealous priests have greatly benefited the Brothers by 
their inspiring spiritual advice. 


As will have been noticed, the affairs at Saint John’s for the 
past three years under the leadership of Brother Nathan have 
been regulated mostly by activity, progress, and a loyal school 


9 


spirit. When we refer to “Saint John’s” we do not necessarily 
mean just a school. We mean everything that institution stands 
for — its principles, ideals, and discipline. The students attend- 
ing this establishment of learning have received not merely an 
average high school education but a Catholic one — one in which 


faithful and wise parents saw and realized the great benefits their 
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children would receive and the strength they would acquire so 
necessary in these times. For the training by, and in, books is 
not enough — the forming of good character is far more import- 
ant — and Saint John’s aim has been to give both, which shall 
enable her sons to face all future trials and difficulties without 
cringing. Cast aside math, history, and languages, and they still 
have Christian faith, hope and charity characteristic of a good 
Catholic. Saint John’s has given her students every chance to 
learn the true way of life; she has given them a clear, conscien- 
tious view of their own opinions and judgments, a truth in de- 
veloping them, an eloquence in expressing them, and a force in 
fostering them. These students have not climbed a ladder whose 
rungs are merely Latin, English, Algebra, and the like; but there 
has been a guiding light at the top of this ladder to show them 
the way to true success — that light being Religion, the true 
knowledge and worship of God, the primary purpose of Catholic 
education. “Great souls have wills; feeble ones have only 
wishes.” They have been trained at, and by, Saint John’s to be 
great in purpose and in soul for the days to come. 


It seems strange that the word “commencement” should be used 
to designate the day on which students, possibly for all time, lay 
down the school work they have carried for so many years — 
“completion” would seem to be a more appropriate term. But 
that would not be life, for in this world everything that marks an 
end also marks a beginning: the end of one day is the commence- 
ment of another; the end of one task, the beginning of a new one. 
Trees shed their foliage and immediately begin preparing for 
another crop. “Dust thou art, to dust returnest, was not spoken 
of the soul.” Death ends this life in order to begin an immortal 
one. 


And so it is with our history of Saint John’s. What we have 
learned of the past, valuable as it is, is only a beginning. The 
end of our Story merely means the commencement of new ex- 
periences which will put to the test the principles we have learned 
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The Reverend Brother Theophane, C.F.X. 
Twelfth Principal of Saint John’s 
Appointed August, 1944 
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from the past. With Patrick Henry, we have but one lamp by 
which our feet are guided, and that is the lamp of experience. 
We know of no way of judging of the future but by the past. And 
judging by the pasi, we know that now is not the end. 


In our journey through life at Saint John’s we have but paused 
at the golden milestone, not to rest but to look back along the road 
traveled, hoping that those who follow are being lead in the right 
seeking first the kingdom of God”’, trusting that we 


66 


direction in 
are continuing to give the necessary example 


. that perhaps ancther, 
Sailing o’er life’s solemn main, 
A forlorn and shipwrecked brother, 
Seeing, shall take heart again. 


Evidently, by these words of Longfellow, our journey is not all 
by land. Having paused, we must now continue into the Future 
by sea; and “To reach the port of Heaven, we must sail, some- 
times with the wind, and sometimes against it — but we must 
sail, and not drift, nor lie at anchor.”” As Christ was our Guide 
by land, so will He continue to be our Pilot, and with Him as our 
Companion we have no fear of storms or shipwrecks, for “even 
the wind and the sea obey Him.” Lincoln, at his second inaugura- 
tion, held high hopes for the future but would not venture a pre- 
diction in regard to it. What the Future has prepared for us, 
only our Admiral knows, but we can face it with trust and con- 
fidence; we can continue our course inspired by the memory of 
the courage and perseverance of those of the Past — not only 
those of Saint John’s but also including that example given by 
the Catholic discoverer of this grand land of ours, Christopher 
Columbus, who by his marvelous faith triumphed in the face of 
danger and opposition, and whose courage has been such a splen- 
did example for mankind — the faith and courage so graphically 


described in the familiar lines: 
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Behind him lay the gray Azores, 
Behind the Gates of Hercules; 
Before him not the ghost of shores; 
Before him only shoreless seas. 
The good mate said: “Now must we pray, 

For lo! the very stars are gone. 
Brave adm’r| speak; what shall I say?” 
“Why say: ‘Sail on! sail on! and on 
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Pen Work by Brother Harold, C.F.X. 


CHAPTER XVII 
THE NINTH PASTOR OF SAINT JOHN’S 
1937—1944 
REV. JOHN F. McDONNELL, P.R. 


On June 6, 1878, the present Pastor of Saint John’s Church, 
the Reverend John F. McDonnell, was born in Holyoke, Massa- 
chusetts. Having attended the Sacred Heart Grammar School of 
that city and having graduated from Holyoke High School, he 
entered Holy Cross College from which he was graduated in 1900. 
Completing his studies at Saint Bernard’s Seminary in Rochester, 


New York, Father McDonnell was ordained on June 10, 1905. 


Because his first appointment was to the famous Father Baker 
Home, an institution for boys in Buffalo, it can be said that Father 
McDonnell is no stranger to juvenile psychology. After serving 
at Olean, New York, and Fall River, Mass., he returned to his 
home town, Holyoke, where he spent a year and a half before 
going to Saint John’s, Worcester, as curate. 


On Christmas Eve in 1912, Father McDonnell reported to the 
Pastor of Saint John’s Church, the Reverend Thomas Donoghue, 
and during the next nine years as curate at the Temple Street 
Church, endeared himself to the hearts of the parishioners. Many 
of the Brothers stationed at Saint John’s at that time still mention 
that their community recreations were frequently made more in- 
teresting by the visits of “Father John’’. 


During his early stay at. Saint John’s, Father McDonnell 
founded the Saint John’s Choral and Dramatic Society in 1913. 


Some of the most succesful plays and musical comedies in the 
history of the Parish were conducted during his days as curate. 


He had charge of the Diamond Jubliee celebration of the dedi- 
cation of the Church, which was held in October, 1921. That 
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Rev. John F. McDonnell 
Transferred to Springfield 
June, 1944 
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celebration was the occasion for the first public appearance in 
Worcester of the Most Reverend Thomas M. O’Leary, D.D., 
Bishop of Springfield. In the early evening of that date, a column 
of six thousand men, led by the present Chief of Rolice, Thomas — 
F. Foley, paraded through the downtown streets and wended its 
way to the Parish grounds, where an open-air celebration took 
place, at which the principal speaker was the late Judge Philip 
O’Connell. 


Known throughout the Diocese as an unusually able adminis- 
trator, Father McDonnell went from Saint John’s to Springfield 
as administrator of the Sacred Heart Parish in that city. It was 
during this period that the Sacred Heart School in Springfield, 
one of the largest parochial schools in the Diocese, was erected. 

After seven years in Springfield, Father McDonnell was trans- 
ferred to Orange, Mass., where he had his first pastorate. In July, 
1934, he became Pastor of Saint Mary’s Church in Shrewsbury. 
On the death of Father Fitzgerald, Father McDonnell returned 
to Worcester’s oldest Church where, on August 5, 1937, he began 
his new duties as permanent rector of Saint John’s, the Mother 
Church of the Catholic Diocese of Springfield. On hearing his 
friend was being made Pastor, an elderly parishioner expressed 
the sentiment of many when he said: ““A man of God with a heart 
of gold is coming home.” 


Although Father McDonnell regretted leaving Shrewsbury, 
where he preserved his robust health by daily walks of four or 
five miles when duties permitted, he gladly accepted the honor 
post of the Diocese, for all the Catholics of this Diocese have an 
extra affection for this Church, and it is the opinion of Father 
McDonnell that every priest desires the opportunity to serve Saint 
John’s in some capacity. 


In becoming the ninth Pastor of Saint John’s, Father McDon- 


nell joined the enviable and distinguished list of church leaders 
of this Parish, beginning with the Reverend James Fitton, founder 
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His Excellency, the Most Reverend Thomas M. O’Leary, D.D. 
the Present Bishop of Springfield 
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of Holy Cross College as well as Saint John’s Parish itself; the 
Reverend Patrick T. O’Reilly who became the first Bishop of the 
Springfield Diocese; the Reverend Monsignor Griffin who did so 
much for religion and education; and all those others who have 
so zealously guided the fold of Saint John’s throughout the years 
since 1834. In his own right, he deserves the love, esteem, and 
gratitude of all those who came under his guidance as shepherd 
of the flock committed to his care. To him the boys owe the many 
moral and intellectual benefits derived from attendance at Saint 
John’s School. The material elements so necessary for the proper 
conducting of such a large parochial system are the constant con- 
cern of the watchful care of the Reverend Pastor. Saint John’s 
High School can now be called an old school, and it has a fine 
scholastic record, at present still having very pleasant relations 
with Holy Cross College, Worcester Institute of Technology, and 
Clark University, and still being on the approved list of the New 
England College Entrance Certificate Board — privileges that are 
jealously guarded. In addition, the extensive and commendable 
system of education in the city of Worcester means scholastic com- 
petition, in which Saint John’s shares. Saint John’s High School 
is no longer a parish high school; it is in reality a central high 
school and its high standing can continue only as long as those 
connected with it deem that scholastic standing important. The 
present Pastor, the Reverend John F. McDonnell, is keenly alive 
to the importance of keeping the school up on the top, doing all he 
can with this aim in view and discountenancing anything to the 
contrary. 


A tribute must be paid to all the zealous curates who have 
served so faithfully at Saint John’s during the many years of its 
existence. Those who have been connected with the school as 
administrators, representing the Pastor, deserve the highest com- 
mendation for their cooperation and interest. One of the recent 
curates, the Reverend James A. Nally, is now serving his country 
as well as his God in the capacity of Chaplain in the United States 
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Army. The present staff at Saint John’s consists of the Reverend 
Francis R. Rupprecht; the Reverend Edward V. Reilly, present 
director of athletics and administrator of the school; and the 
Reverend William I. Proctor — all of whom are most faithful 
and zealous in attending to the spiritual needs of the Brothers, 
making a lengthy trip daily to their community chapel to offer up 
the Holy Sacrifice of the Mass, thus assisting the Brothers to start 
off the day well. For all these attentions the Brothers are deeply 
and prayerfully grateful. 


All priests, by their holy vocation, are ““men of God with hearts 
of gold”, and this fact should outweigh any human characteristics. 
The truth of this assertion can be gathered from an old poem 
which bears repetition: 


If you re trying to find the kind of priest 
Like the kind of priest you lke, 

You needn't put your clothes in a grip 
And go on a long, long hike 

You'll only find what you left behind, 
For there’s really nothing new; 

It’s a knock at yourself when you knock your priest; 
It isn’t the priest — it’s you! 

You say he talks on money each week, 
“That’s the only sermon we hear’; 

If every church member was just like you, 
Would the Church debt ever be clear? 

The Parish is made by those not atraid 
Lest somebody else get ahead; 

When a few do the work and the rest of us shirk, 
No wonder the Parish is dead. 

Then support the Church and your Parish priest; 
Please remember the saying, too: 

It’s a knock at yourself when you knock your priest; 
It isn’t the priest — it’s you! 
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Rev. Michael E. Leahy 
Present Pastor of St. John’s 
Appointed June, 1944 


CHAPTER XVIII 
“COME, FOLLOW ME” 
VOCATIONS FOSTERED AT ST. JOHN’S 


All available records agree that Monsignor Griffin’s chief ob- 
ject in bringing the Brothers to Worcester was that Saint John’s 
might prove a means of vocation, especially to the priesthood. 
True, the zealous Monsignor also desired to give a secular educa- 
tion equal to that of the State schools to the Catholic youth of 
Worcester, realizing that a Catholic education benefits the Church 
by giving to her good men in the future; it benefits the family by 
giving it good children; and it benefits the country by assuring 
her the best of citizens. It is quite evident that Saint John’s as the 
Mother Church of the Springfield Diocese, has accomplished the 
purpose for which it was intended, and that God in His Provi- 
dence, during the past fifty years, has made innumerable con- 
quests of souls in this Parish. 


When Christ uttered the words, “Come, follow Me’, He issued 
an invitation to every living soul to imitate Him in any way con- 
ducive to eternal salvation. God, Father of us all, has enriched 
with special graces the state of life that in His Providence He has 
appointed for each of His children, and has promised a heavenly 
reward for the fulfillment of every duty resting upon those who 
accept the invitation of His Son. 


Every good Christian who follows the Will of God is living out 
his special vocation, or state in life, to which Christ has invited 
him. Most vocations are found fulfilled in the Sacrament of 
Matrimony, many others in worthy professions. Many chosen 
souls, not content with following, have stepped ahead to walk be- 
side Our Lord Himself on the road to eternal happiness. To these 
favorites, Our Lord has said: “You have not chosen Me, but I 
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have chosen you; and have appointed you, that you should go, 
and should bring forth fruit, and your fruit should remain.” 


The highest and greatest of all callings is, of course, the Priest- 
hood, whose members are not only ambassadors of Christ but also 
actually other Christs. Religious have the special vocation of 
having accepted the evangelical counsels. By his vocation, the 
Brother, or the Sister, is first of all a religious, and only by obedi- 
ence is he or she engaged in some spiritual or corporal work of 
mercy. The religious Brother is neither priest nor cleric, nor 
does he desire to be the one or the other. He is convinced that 
God has not called him to take Holy Orders. The two states are 
entirely different and distinct, each having its own required 
qualifications, a fundamental difference being that the purpose 
of the religious state is primarily the personal sanctification and 
salvation of its members, while the end of the priesthood is 
primarily the salvation of others. Consequently the priest must 
be empowered to say Mass and to administer the Sacraments, but 
the Brother has no need for these powers. Free from the burdens 
of the priesthood, he shares in its merits by laboring for others, 
and.in his enviable vocation he possesses all the excellence and 
the beauty and the happiness of the religious life. It is not be- 
cause he despises life in the world that the religious gives up all 
that makes life dear to the average man, but because he aspires 
to something higher — to a life that is not unnatural, but super- 
natural. “If thou wilt be perfect, sell what thou hast .... and 
come, follow Me.” He embraces a state that requires the per- 
fecting of the ordinary good qualities of man. He enters religion 
to do ordinary things in an extraordinary manner, not for praise 
or promotion, but solely out of love of God. 


It is grace that draws a man to the state of life God wills for 
him, and no one has the right to use pressure to force or prevent 
a vocation. Each person must seek guidance to make the choice 
God wishes. “Only, as the Lord hath allotted to each, as when 
God hath called each, so let him. walk.”? Millions of Christians 
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not in religion are walking the way He has allotted and are daily 
imitating Christ. Teachers, doctors, lawyers, nurses, servicemen 
in defence of their country, citizens, — all who sincerely follow 
God’s Will — are all imitating Christ the Teacher, Who taught 
by word and example; Christ the Divine Law Giver, Whose rules 
we obey; the obedient Christ, Who said: “Render to Caesar the 
things that are Caesar’s, and to God the things that are God’s.” 


Saint John’s has given nearly a hundred, if not more, sons to 
the Priesthood. The Reverend Doctor John J. Foran of the Class 
of 1905 was the first member of the Alumni to be ordained. He 
was ordained in 1913 before Father Robert Cairns became a 
Maryknoll Missionary and before the Reverend Frederick Tracy 
of the Class of 1903 was ordained in 1917 for the Diocese of 
Butte, Montana. Several of the Alumni have become zealous 
Jesuits; others have been ordained for different dioceses, remain- 
ing in New York, Maine, Colorado, and even Canada. Many of 
those ordained for the Springfield Diocese have studied in 
Europe: the Reverend Thomas Carberry, ’25, going to France, 
and the Reverend Cornelius Donoghue, ’24, being at one time 
Master of Ceremonies at the American College in Rome. — to 
mention but two of the many. Each graduating Class gave its 
quota to God, some classes having more than five of its members 
ordained together: 22 being among several others. About a 
score of the Alumni have selected the teaching Brotherhood as 
their vocation. Many of the priestly members of the Alumni have 
already passed to their rewards, the latest being the Reverend 
John F. Mongovan, ’07, Pastor of Saint Thomas Aquinas Church, 
Adams, Mass., who died as the result of an accident on November 
15, 1943. May the Eternal Priest grant to all those whom He 
has adorned with the Priestly dignity a continuance in that asso- 
ciation throughout everlasting happiness. 


The roster of priestly vocations is too extensive to enumerate, 
as would be desirable, but special mention is due to two of the 
Alumni who were called to do missionary work in the Maryknoll 
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Society. This Society, an American foundation for foreign mis- 
sions, had its origin about the year 1911, being authorized by 
Pope Pius X. Its members, now numbering several hundred 
priests and Sisters, are laboring in China, Japan, Manchukuo, 
and many other fields afar, bringing the Gospel of Christ to pagan 
peoples. 


Among the first Maryknoll missioners to go to China was a 
Worcester boy, one who was registered in the fifth grade in 1894 
at Saint John’s, a member of the Class of ’02 and an alumnus 
of Holy Cross College: the Reverend Robert Cairns. Father 
Robert Cairns, who is more affectionately known to his colleagues 
and friends as “Father Sandy”, was the first Saint John’s boy to 
become a missioner. Over ten years ago he acquired the distinc- 
tive honor of becoming Pastor of the Mission Church on Sancian 
Island, custodian of the precious relics, and guardian of the tomb 
of Saint Francis Xavier, the greatest of all missionaries. It was 
on Sancian Island, in the year 1552, that Saint Francis Xavier, 
the Patron of the Brothers, while trying to bring the Gospel to the 
people of China, spent his last moments on this earth near the 
site of the Mission Church, in a hut open to the elements on all 
sides, abandoned by all save one young native, and about to ex- 
pire from utter exhaustion, raised his eyes to heaven exclaiming: 
“In Thee, O Lord, have I hoped; I shall never be confounded.” | 
Father Cairns has labored in China for more than twenty years. 
About two years ago Father was captured by the Japs on Sancian 
Island, and no news has been heard of him since. Whether he is 
a prisoner on this earth or has offered his life to God in fulfilling 
his mission is not known, but we feel that which ever is the case, 
Father Cairns’ trust in God cannot be confounded. 


Another Saint John’s boy, the Reverend James E. McDermott 
of the Class of 1917, was ordained at Maryknoll in 1927 and 
went to China that same year. In 1936 he was recalled for special 
work in this country and is now Director of the Society’s house 
in Bedford, Massachusetts, where Joseph O’Leary of the Class 
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of 1939 is a novice. Father McDermott’s interest in Saint John’s 
has never waned, and the Brothers are proud to number him 
among “their boys”. 


It is the Brothers’ earnest and daily prayer that God may con- 
tinue to bless abundantly all the members of the Alumni whom 
He has chosen to participate in His Divine Priesthood. May the 
Eternal Priest keep His anointed within the shelter of His Sacred 
Heart; keep unstained their anointed hands, which daily touch 
His Sacred Body; keep unsullied their lips purpled with His 
Precious Blood; keep pure and unearthly their hearts sealed with 
the sublime marks of His Priesthood; bless their labors with 
abundant fruit; and may the souls to whom they minister be their 
joy and consolation here, and their everlasting crown in heaven. 
Amen. It is also their prayer that the Lord may send zealous 
laborers according to His own Heart into His vineyard for the 
greater glory of His Name, the spread of devotion to His Most 
Sacred Heart, and the salvation of the souls He has redeemed 
with His Precious Blood; that there be an increase of devoted 
servants who, renouncing the world to embrace an apostolic or 
evangelical life, will sacrifice themselves either in the priestly 
ministry or in the religious life unto the honor and glory of God, 
their own sanctification and the salvation of souls at home and 
afar. 


Many of the graduates of Saint John’s High School have chosen 
the medical profession as their vocation. The high professional 
life of the doctor with its exactions and its obligations demands 
the man of excellence and of distinction, the measure of a man 
being the measure of his ability to carry responsibility. There 
is none of the natural professions that opens up to its votaries 
more of the secrets of life, none that opens up more avenues of 
thought and experience, none that takes its adherents more deeply 
into the depths of human misery, and none that can raise them 
more succesfully to the heights of human greatness than the pro- 
fession of medicine or surgery. To be sure, the Priesthood, so 
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akin to this profession, achieves on a supernatural level as well 
as upon the natural one what the physician achieves on the nat- 
ural level alone, although the good Catholic doctor may sanctify 
his daily actions also. But short of the Priesthood, no life can 
be more completely dedicated to the service of humanity and of 
God than the life of a physician or a surgeon. He reaches not 
only the body but also the mind and the heart and the soul of his 
patient. He serves Christ in every one of those who appeal to 
him for comfort and for help; he lives a Christ-like life in going 
about doing good, and wherever his shadow falls there is the 
miracle of healing achieved. About him someone has aptly 
written: 


His face? Indeed, it may be young and fair, 

Or lined and grayed to mark the slipping years. 
His eyes? I only glimpse the pity there 

And probe their depths for hopes and fears. 

Only upon his wondrous hands I gaze; 

And search my memory through so fittingly 

To voice their loveliness. In still amaze 

I bow before their quiet dignity. 

They make the crooked straight and heal old sores; 
The blind to see; the war-torn clean and whole. 
Throughout the suffering world they touch the doors 
That open wide to life. The bitter bowl 

Of pain they sweeten till the weary rest, 

As though the Hands of Christ had touched and blest. 


On all those who have chosen the healing and care of God’s 
- suffering creatures as their vocation, the Brothers beg God’s con- 
stant blessing, and may it be granted to them what they asked for 
in the Hippocratic Oath: “to enjoy life and the practice of the art, 
respected by all men, at all times.” 


Several of Saint John’s Alumni have become successful law- 
yers, a worthy profession, since it upholds all just laws — all of 
which are based on the Divine authority — and opposes any civil 
law which contravenes a Divine pronouncement, these being of 
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necessity unjust. Many times in the course of his practice, the 
lawyer must work hard and intelligently in order to keep alive 
and strong certain basic principles, under which alone citizens 
can maintain their Christian ideals and keep secure their God- 
given rights as individuals. Law, therefore, has to do with the 
protection of the rights and dignity of each individual as a crea- 
ture of God from Whom those rights were received. The Catholic 
lawyer is at all times in duty bound to advise his clients against 
breaking the laws of God. By reason of his religious training, the 
Catholic lawyer can be beneficial in his advice concerning matters 
pertaining to conscience. The current history of mankind, when 
the whole world is in the state bordering on chaos, presents the 
lawyer with a great opportunity to serve his fellowman now and 
in the near future. The onslaught against the revealed truths of 
Jesus of Nazareth by the demoniac wariors of a pagan philos- 
ophy of force and injustice can well cause Catholics to tremble at 
the possible success of their arms. The Catholic lawyer must, 
now and in the future, battle such falsities with the force of logic 
and revealed truth. He must be on his guard against any trend 
or tendency to deprive the individual of his divinely conferred 
rights to “life, liberty, and the pursuit of happiness” in matters 
spiritual as well as civic. The falsities now threatening to op- 
press the world must be actively opposed by the philosophy of the 
Scholastics, and the Catholic lawyer is especially prepared to aid 
greatly the leadership of his Church in this conflict. Catholics 
have been taught for nearly two thousand years that the individual 
soul is of paramount importance on this earth, that man’s soul is 
immortal, and that it is endowed by its Creator with great dignity © 
and many individual rights. Thus the Catholic lawyer should 
take an important role in the rebuilding of the world of the fu- 
ture. He should be the best qualified layman to combat success- 
fully the encroachment of all vicious philosophies of government 
which seek to convince citizens that the individual is only import- 
ant in the ratio of his necessity to the State. The Catholic lawyer 
must, in season and out, remind his listeners of the ultimate dig- 
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nity and surpassing value of the individual, and of the fact that 
the State is only valuable in direct proportion to the extent to 
which it protects the individual’s divine rights and enables him 
properly to progress peacefully in a material and spiritual way. 

The many Christian virtues of a good Catholic lawyer — 
honesty, justice, love of humanity, etc. — are fostered during 
his Catholic education; and by faithfully fulfilling his duties for 
the honor and glory of God, he is truly following Christ. After 
the Priesthood, which brings and administers the precepts of the 
greatest of all Law Givers, a career in Law is a field of human 
endeavor offering many opportunities of serving God and man. 
On those members of Saint John’s Alumni who have chosen this 
career as their vocation, the Brothers beg God to: bestow the bless- 
ings of fortitude, health, and happiness while performing their 
duties and, for their faithfulness to Him, a just reward in the 
Court of Heaven. 


Volumes would be required to record the success which has 
blessed hundreds of the Alumni all over the country in enviable 
business enterprises. Some have reached success in the public 
schools by the teaching profession, as principals, or as coaches; 
while others have gained prominence in the fields of politics, 
music, and literature, etc. To all these, known and unknown, the 
Brothers offer their sincerest congratulations and prayers that 
God in His Divine Providence may continue to bless them with 
success in this life and eternal salvation in the next. 


In these days of warfare, our thoughts constantly turn to all 
those servicemen who were at one time or other “boys” at Saint 
John’s, and whe are now fulfilling God’s will in the work allotted 
them by Him. Numerous letters from all over the world console 
their former teachers by intimating that their instructions have 
not been wasted and, since religion is a vital part of warfare, 
theories once learned at Saint John’s are now being put into use- 


ful practice. 
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Back in the First World War, one of the first Boys to give his 
life for his country was James Mulvehill of the Class of 1917, 
who died a heroic death in action. The last Worcesterite to die 
in that last conflict was Chaplain Wiliam F. Davitt, one-time 
curate at Saint John’s, who was killed on Armistice Day, 1918. 
A bronze tablet affixed to one of the outside walls of the Church 
proclaims the courageous sacrifices made by Saint John’s parish- 
ioners twenty-five years ago. May God, the bestower of forgive- 
ness and the lover of human salvation, grant in His tender love 
that all those heroes who have passed out of this life may come 
to the fellowship of eternal bliss. 


Again, by the Wisdom of God, we are engaged in another con- 
flict, and once again the flower of our manhood have been called 
to the service of our country. “Ours is not to reason why’, for 
God’s ways are not always ours; and even though already several 
of our boys have been taken by death, He has His own designs, 
and it is for us to bow humbly and echo His own words: “Father, 
not My Will but Thine be done!” A list of names of the brave 
Saint John’s boys who are gallantly serving in the Army, Navy, 
Marine Corps, and Coast Guard of our country in this current 
crisis is being prepared. Our Lord Himself, Who proved His 
words by example, said: “Greater love than this no one has, that 
one lay down his life for his friends.” Our courageous children, 
consciously or otherwise, are laying down their lives that we might 
live in peace and unity, and that the Four Freedoms — of re- 
ligion, of speech, from want, and from fear — may be preserved 
to posterity. It is ours to hold aloft the torch they hand to us 
and to pray constantly and fervently that the Prince of Peace may 
soon bestow this blessing upon the world. Let us determine to do 
our best to advance Christianity; to guarantee and foster Christian 
principles in the reconstruction of the world; to demolish forever 
the standard of God’s enemies and ours, and in its place raise 
aloft along side of the Flag of Freedom the standard of the Cross, 
the emblem of Christ our King. That is the vocation of every 
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citizen! Let us ponder upon the Christian sentiment which formed 
the prayer uttered by Abraham Lincoln nearly eighty years ago: 


With malice toward none; with charity for all; with 
firmness in the right, as God gives us to see the right, 
let us strive on to finish the work we are in: to bind 
up the nation’s wounds, to care for him who shall have 
borne the battle — to do all which may achieve a just | 
and lasting peace among ourselves, and with all Nations. 


According to Lincoln, and our own faith, “The Almighty has 
His own purposes. Fondly do we hope — fervently do we pray 
— that this mighty scourge of war may speedily pass away. Yet, 
if God wills that it continue, as was said three thousand years ago, 
still it must be said, “The judgments of the Lord are true and 
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righteous altogether’.”. In 1862, Lincoln had written in his per- 
sonal papers for his own comfort: 


The will of God prevails. In great contests, each party 
claims to act in accordance with the will of God. Both 
may be, and one must be, wrong. God cannot be for 
and against the same thing at the same time. In the — 
present war it is quite possible that God’s purpose is 
something different from the purpose of either party; 
and yet the human instrumentalities, working just as 
they do, are of the best adaptation to affect His pur- 
poses. I am almost ready to say that this is probably 
true; that God wills this contest, and wills that it shall 
not end yet. By His mere great power on the minds 
of the now contestants, He could have either saved or 
destroyed the Union without a human contest. Yet the 
contest began. And having begun, He could give the 
final victory to either side any day. Yet the contest pro- 
ceeds. 


The future results should not be fearful for us if we daily and 
faithfully follow our vocation and if, with our country, “in God 


we irust’”. For, according to Thomas a’ Kempis, 
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when the grace of God cometh to a man, then is 
he powerful for all things; and when it departeth, 
then is he poor and weak, and left only as it were 
to scourgings. In these circumstances, he must not 
be dejected nor despair; but calmly remain await- 
ing the will of God, and bear, for the glory of 
Christ, whatever shall befall him: because 

after the winter cometh summer, 

after the night the day returneth, 


after the storm cometh a great calm. 


CHAPTER XIX 
THE PHILOPONIA LITERARY AND DEBATING SOCIETY 


In 1908, the students of Saint John’s, becoming imbued with 
the desire of forming a debating society, approached Brother 
Thomas, the Principal of the School, on the subject. Taking the 
matter into consideration, Brother Thomas talked it over with 
Brother Henry, with the result that the requested permission was 
granted, and a night, February Oth, was set apart for the forming 
of this society. On the date appointed, sixteen students appeared, 
and formed the nucleus of a future famous debating society, with 
Brother Henry as its first Moderator. The new organization was 
christened Philoponia, a Greek term meaning “lovers of labor’, 
by Brother Henry, who adopted this name knowing that it was in- 
dicative of the work the members would have to undertake to 
make a success of the venture. 


Because debating formed an integral part of the High School 
curriculum in the Diocese of Springfield, the boys were anxious 
to join in the competition then extant among other high schools. 
Like all other things worth while, this enterprise did not spring 
into growth at one bound; but only by dint of persevering en-. 
deavor and initiative did it gradually reach success. For the 
first ten years constant losses did not dampen the ardor of its mem- 
bers; but the success which the members valiantly fought to at- 
tain was justly approaching. 


The tenth anniversary of the society brought a reward of a 
decade of labor, for it was in the year 1918 that, for the first time, 
Saint John’s was declared champions of the Diocese and gained 
the privilege of holding the Bishop Beaven Shield for a year. 
In 1922 the team was again declared champions; and in 1923, 
for the third time, the Philoponia gained possession of the Shield. 
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By their wonderful exhibition of forensic ability, Saint John’s be- 
came the proud possessor for all time of this coveted prize, being 
the only High School of the Diocese in permanent possession of 
this trophy. Eight of the Diocesan High Schools had battled in 
forensic warfare for nine years before Saint John’s, under the 
banner of the Philoponia, became the victorious and proud pos- 
sessors of this plaque. Today this gift of Bishop Beaven’s hangs 
on the walls of the School as a mute testimony that the founda- 
tion of the Society was firm and its name warranted. 


In the trophy case is also an attractive cup donated by the 
Alumni for Interclass Debate won in 1924 by the Senior Class 
of that year. 


In 1923, Bishop O’Leary offered a trophy for the winning of 
the Diocesan debates, to become the permanent possession of that 
school gaining it the usual three times. The immediate result at 
Saint John’s was a concentrated effort to win it. Debating in the 
Diocese had reached such a high plane that all schools entering 
into these contests were very highly tuned for the encounters. 
Two years later, however, the Philoponia brought the cup to Saint 
John’s for a year’s stay; and again in 1927 Saint John’s held 
the cup, indicative of the Diocesan championship. Finally in. | 
1931, Saint John’s won a unanimous decision of the judges in the 
Diocesan debate with Cathedral High School, and today the 
Bishop O’Leary Cup adorns the trophy case of Saint John’s. Six- 
teen of the High Schools of the Diocese had engaged in a series 
of debates over an eight-year period before Saint John’s finally 
gained the laurels, presented by the donor himself. 


The Bishop James Fenwick Debating Society of Holy Cross 
College donated a huge trophy in 1927 to be competed for in 
debate between Saint John’s Preparatory School of Danvers and 
Saint John’s High School of Worcester. In 1931 this magnifi- 
cent trophy came to remain at Saint John’s of Worcester. These 
same two schools also competed for the Reverend Edward J. Fitz- 
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gerald Trophy, now retired since Saint John’s of Temple Street 
won it in 1933, 1934, and 1935. 


Towards the end of the school year in 1925, the members of 
the Philoponia Society did not report to the meetings in the usual 
large numbers, and for two months the efforts of the “lovers of 
labor” began to wane. The following September, however, 
Brother Aloysius was appointed Principal who, wishing to sus- 
tain the renown of the school gained in debating, urged regular 
meetings of the society. Brother Carl was appointed Moderator, 
and he undertook this duty with unremitting zeal. 


The new Moderator introduced dramatics into the Philoponia, 
and on Thanksgiving evening, 1925, and on the night after, this 
Society produced the play “My Uncle from India” with great 
success. As a reward, the kind Pastor, Father Fitzgerald, sug- 
gested that the old chemistry room be taken over by the Society 
and completely refitted as a suitable meeting place for the 
members. 


In 1926, the play selected was “The Morning After’, which met 
with equal success. The following year the annual play was pro- 
duced on three successive nights during the Thanksgiving holi- 
days. At this play, “Ain’t It the Truth’, an estimated 2700 
people attended, making it the largest program ever given in con- 
nection with any amateur play in the city. The play in 1928 was 
“Turning the Trick”, and the following year two plays were pre- 
sented: the Shakespearean drama, “Julius Caesar’, on three 
nights in April, and “Oh! Kay” on the customary three nights in 


November. The plays given annually during the Thanksgiving 
holidays under the auspices of the Philoponia since then are as 
follows: 


1930 — Automatic Butler 

1931 — Beloved Vagabond 

1932 — Just What the Doctor Ordered 
1933 — Home-Again Harry 
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1934 — The Perfect Getaway 

1935 — Merton of the Movies 

1936 — Big-hearted Herbert 

1937 — The Nut Farm 

1938 — The Show.Off 

1939 — Tommy 

1940 — What a Life 

1941 — Polishing Pappa 

1942 — The Count of Unoware (a musical comedy) 
1943 — Who’s Crazy Now 


On February 6, 1928, the Philoponia was twenty years old. The 
Moderator, Brother Carl, decided to observe the anniversary in 
the gymnasium in the form of a banquet for the members of this 
Society, thus inaugurating another custom of an annual banquet 
as a reward for labor done. This first banquet, because of the 
anniversary, was to be a special affair. Because the debating 
team had to participate in the preliminary debates throughout the 
Diocese on the evening of February 6th, the anniversary celebra- 
tion was held on the following evening. (Saint John’s defeated 
Sacred Heart Academy in Sacred Heart Hall, and Saint Mary’s 
High School of Milford in Saint John’s Hall — a fitting prepara- 
tion for the next evening’s festivities. ) 


In the specially decorated gymnasium at tables artistically 
arranged, the banquet was served by the Lunt Catering Company 
of Worcester and the assembly were entertained by Perce Butler’s 
Barbecue Inn Orchestra, after which notable speeches were in 
order. 


A worthy alumnus of Saint John’s and former member of the 
Philoponia, Daniel A. Donoghue, Class of 1911, then Assistant 
Treasurer of the Bancroft Trust Company, was the able toast- 
master, introducing as the first speaker of the evening, Brother 
Thomas, the founder of the Society, who had come from Balti- 
more for the occasion. After an enthusiastic welcome from the 
nearly three hundred guests, Brother Thomas gave a heartfelt 
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talk on ““The Foundation of the Philoponia.” The next speaker 
was the Reverend Brother Paul, Provincial of the American Prov- 
ince of the Xaverian Brothers, followed by the Reverend Martin 
Tracey, a charter member, who spoke on “The Worth of the Phil- 
oponia”. The Reverend William A. Foran, of the Class of 713, 
always an ardent follower of the Philoponia and its activities, 
then gave a powerful address on “Saint John’s and the Philo- 
ponia’. The Reverend Francis X. Downey, S.J., Dean of Studies 
at Holy Cross College, spoke eloquently on “Public Speaking and 
the Philoponia”’, followed by the Mayor, Michael J. O’Hara, who 
captivated his listeners by his knowledge of the affairs of the 
Society and his deep interest in Saint John’s, his topic being “The 
Purpose of the Philoponia”. After the Mayor’s address, Father 
Fitzgerald, the Pastor, spoke in glowing terms on “The Philoponia 
As I Know It”. Mr. John McGrath of the Class of ’15 who spoke 
on “The Second Decade of Philoponia Success”, was followed by 
the final speaker of the evening, Brother Henry, co-founder with 
Brother Thomas of the Society in 1908, who gave his “Impres- 
sions of the Philoponia After Twenty Years’. And so passed an- 
other notable event at Saint John’s into the memories of those 
concerned. 


There was no Diocesan Debate in 1936 as no question was pre- _ 
sented by the authorities. In 1937, both sides lost. This was the © 
first year that a new regulation permitted girls on the debating 
teams opposing those comprising boys. In 1938, Saint John’s 
won over Saint Joseph’s of Pittsfield, but lost to Saint Joseph’s 
at North Adams. Since then, Saint John’s has not won a contest, 
possibly through chivalry or, to stretch the imagination, timidity 
in the presence of the opposite, and opposing, sex; but whatever 
the cause, it certainly is not the lack of preparation. To assuage 
any disappointment which may have accumulated during this 
losing interval, the present Moderator, Brother Fidelis, fosters 
frequent dances under the auspices of this Society. True to their 
title, the members of the Philoponia are still willing, if unre- 
warded, “lovers of labor’. ; 
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CHAPTER XX 
A FIRM FOUNDATION 
or 
SAINT JOHN’S AND THE PHILOPONIA 
Appress Given By Rev. Wituiam A. Foran, 713 


It is but fitting and proper that to the incomplete his- 
tory of the Philoponia Literary and Debating Society be 
appended the literary address given at the memorable 
twentieth anniversary celebration of that Society by the 
Reverend William A. Foran — an address containing 
truths as pertinent to our present day as they were to 
the time, sixteen years ago, when they were so eloquent- 
ly and zealously uttered. 


Reverend Fathers, Reverend Brothers, and men of Saint John’s: 

No graduate of this school, who knows the true glory of its 
history and the triumph of its achievements, would consider him- 
self equal to a toast worthy of old Saint John’s and the Philo- 
ponia. 


Yet, on an occasion like this, we must do our feeble best to pay 
tribute to an Alma Mater as dear to us as any school in the land 
can be to the scholars she has mothered in the way of virtue and 
knowledge and truth. 


However, it is hardly an occasion for lengthy retrospect of the 
high lights which made brilliant the trail of years winding back 
to 1908 or 1894, or beyond it to the pioneer days of our grand 
old parish. That story has already been graphically told in 
printed word for our happy perusal, and needs no added touch 
to perfect it. 


hes 
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However, rather would I turn from the past to focus a search- 
light on the present — the doorway of the future. Rather would 
I envision for a few serious moments the character and inspira- 
tion, the well-spring of life in these institutions —- Saint John’s, 
the sturdy vine, and the Philoponia, its fruitful branch. 


For our school has a character all its own. It is different from 
the schools that the world has built around us. And if you would 
gauge the essential value of old Saint John’s, just pause to ex- 
amine the sharp contrast between it and its typical rival. What 
does the secular school say to the anxious yearnings of the young 
heart, so restless, so unfixed, ever longing for a union with some- 
thing better, nobler, more God-like than itself? Its answer is 
little better than a cynical materialism — “Save yourself if you 
can.” For the secular school is of the earth — earthly; its 
horizon ends with the visible world; there is no background of a 
blessed eternity coloring its curriculum. Its perishable offerings 
can give no solace to the heartache of immortal, imperishable 
youth. Nor has it any safeguard to offer in the way of moral 
stamina. Its system can never sufhce of itself to keep unsullied 
the innocence of the youthful heart. The whole of its educational 
structure is built on shifting sand. 


When the storm of passion. rages in the soul, when the waves 
of lust or anger or envy roll, can some scientific Neptune by 
raising aloft the omnipotent trident of a modern textbook bid 
their restless agitation cease and their angry waves be still? 


No, it takes a rock-bound fortress to withstand these buffetings; 
it requires an education stronghold like old Saint John’s. 


Yes, Saint John’s is different: it is a Catholic school. Its ac- 
tive interest goes far beyond the contents of an ordinary’ text- 
book or the limits of earthly sciences. Its gaze searches the far- 
off shore of another life. Saint John’s school is an outpost of 
eternity. Therefore, it must, by nature, wage fierce battle against 
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these doctrinaires of modern education — men who would plant 


the gods of Babylon in the holy land of Israel. 
Here Faith and Reason focus in one clear spot-light. 


Here education is not esteemed as a mere cramming of the 
mind with facts and theories any more than good health is the 
stuffing of one’s self with food. 


Within these sacred walls there is no rudderless training of the 
mind, but a training with balance to it, and with far-sighted pur- 
pose. For here the boy’s will power is made susceptible to the 
noblest of motives — the imitation of the God-Man, the Master 
Teacher of the ages. He is made to recognize the minimum con- 
dition of Christian citizenship and sterling manhood — “Deny 
Thyself” — in order that self-discipline may work its miracle of 
beautiful self control. Within these halls of old Saint John’s the 
teacher is not merely a preceptor: he is an exemplar. The geniuses 
of our hallowed classrooms are gathered from a band of men 
who stand in the very vanguard of Catholic educators of youth. 


As one vine entwines itself around another supporting it and 
strengthening it, so our school has been propped and pillared in 
the embrace of a giant tendril, the congregation of Saint Francis | 
Xavier. So intimately are these two vines locked together that 
no woodsman dare apply the ax to one lest he deal a death blow 
to the other. These noble men have been a vital part of this great 
school. Each generation of boys has found a hero here in the 
person of some Xaverian Brother — an Urban or a Boniface or 
a Robert or an Anselm or a Gerard or Pascal or Carl — but 
crowing them all and clasped tightly by our very heart strings, 
enshrined securely in our affections now and forever, are the 
deathless names of Brothers Henry and Thomas. 


Ah, we have to grow somewhat in years to appreciate more 
fully the services of these men. The deep significance of their 
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work is perhaps lost to the student in the golden springtime of 
his school days. ie 


We have to glimpse the new menace to our boyhood from that 
growing horde of pagan, godless teachers in order to know the 
priceless value of these champions of Christian education. 


We have to sense the stealthy tactics of those enemies who 
would make our educational plant arid like themselves — leaves, 
only leaves; all foliage, no fruit! With no exaggeration, let it be 
said that today the Satanic spider of hell works furiously to spin 
his web around the nurseries of youth; and the world, like a will- 
ing tool, spins with him. For the world has gone astray from 
Him Who made it, and has forgotten its Christ. 


Oh, mark it well, you men of old Saint John’s — this world 
is more than ever your battleground against enemies as cunning 
as they are powerful. 


Think — what is the prize they strive for? Human souls. Con- 
sider the leaders of each encampment! Christ and Satan. You, 
of all men, cannot compromise. You can fight on only one side. 
You cannot hedge as those who have sworn to fight under the 
banner of our Divine King, yet have deserted His standard and 
gone over to the enemy. They carry the enemy’s colors, they 
speak his language, they whisper his watchwords, they use his 
weapons, yet when these faithless Christians are rightly labeled 
traitors, they apologize for betrayal of Christ by giving the lie to 
His own words; they try to claim they can serve two masters, God 
and Mammon. 


Tonight, therefore, your Alma Mater summons you anew, hold- 
ing up the old ideals, warning you that all along the line the 
black banners of the Evil One are waving even among our own 
forces. Sin in all its forms — a contempt for holiness, a passion 
for wealth and pieasure, sensuality ending in unbelief, is work- 
ing deadly havoc among the youth of this land. Shall you sit 
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still and choose the easy life, the comfort of the fool who promised 
himself the morrow that never came? Shall you stand by with 
folded arms, and, as is the fashion, talk glibly of the wonder- 
working of the modern world, of evolution and of progress, of the 
“pig philosophy” of the pleasure glutton? And all the while 
your arch enemy blinds men with the dust of gold, wraps them in 
the mists of pride, and goes his way rejoicing to hear his own 
watchwords on the lips of the children of God. 


No, you cannot rest while the banners of Christ are in peril; 
and you never will rest if the spirit of this school still thrills your 
hearts and nerves your souls with daring. 


Stand forward, then, you sons of old Saint John’s! It is not 
I that calls you, it is your Divine King. 


From His high place at the right hand of the Father, from His 
bed of pain on the Cross, from the prisons of our altar tabernacles 
where He abides to watch and control the struggle, and marshall 
His hosts for victory, your Divine Captain is calling you, and it 
needs no great learning to interpret His message, which is a com- 
mand; for it takes articulate shape — and — echoed by the 
voices of His priests, His Brothers, His gallant disciples of today 
— it says to you: Come, arm for the struggle! You are my fighters 
now! Find your safety in the midst of my battles! | 


He that is not with Me is against Me. He that gathereth not 
with Me scattereth. 


Let the mad world go spinning on in its witch’s dance, whipped 
with the scorpions of demons. But you acquit yourselves like 
disciplined Christians, like sons of God, like heirs of immortality, 
and by the knowledge which Christ’s faith alone can bring, and 
by the courage which His cause alone van kindle, and by the 
character-strength which your training here alone can furnish, 
in word and example, show forth to all who are willing to see, 
the treasures you guard as Catholic sons of old Saint John’s. 
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Extra-Curricular Activities 


a 


CHAPTER XXI 
SOUND MINDS IN SOUND BODIES 
EXTRA-CURRICULAR ACTIVITIES AT ST. JOHN’S 


Over eighteen hundred years ago, the Latin poet and satirist, 
Juvenal, was not so satirical when he coined the phrase: “mens 
sana in corpore sano” — a sound mind in a sound body — the 
truth of which has been proved throughout the years since then, 
and to which every teacher of youth can testify. Coaches, espe- 
cially, who develop a strong team spirit, know that this spirit 
manifests itself in the many attitudes of the participants of any 
game: sportsmanship, loyalty, willingness, and _ leadership. 
Players who have not these mental attainments make poor ath- 
letes. It can be safely stated, then, that most athletes, alert in 
body, are usually also alert in mind. True, there are some ex- 
ceptions, where this vigor is not applied to text books but, as has 
been stated elsewhere, character training does not live on books 
alone. Five hours of steady study five days a week without inter- 
mission for physical exercise would not be productive of sound 


minds. 


The youth of today can readily appreciate the value of phys- 
ical training. Athletic games have become an integral part of 
American life. Those in authority are almost unanimous in 
their opinion that youth trained in American athletics make better 
fighting men because of their experience in sports. Today, youth 
must also be well-trained and experienced in spiritual athletics 
as well. Over twenty-five hundred years ago, the patient Job 
cried out :“Life on earth is a warfare.” In his daily struggle to 
obtain Heaven, Catholic youth must fight both spiritually and 
physically. 
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Catholics on earth belong to the Church Militant, the fighting 
Church. Daily must they fight the world, themselves, and the 
devil, both spiritually and, alas, actually. As Catholics, youth 
of today must defend themselves from the many opposing “isms”; 
as free-loving American citizens they now must struggle against 
a world gone mad. Besides subduing the ravages of human na- 
ture, they now find that jealousy, covetousness, and greed are but 
a few of the international concupiscences which must be fought. 
The devil, who “goes about like a roaring lion, seeking whom he 
may devour,” has become incarnate in the form of so-called 
human beings who seek to inculcate into innocent minds their de- 
lusion that there is no God or no democracy. Truly, then, are 
the Catholic young men of today Christian soldiers fighting both 
invisible and visible enemies; and to do this successfully must 
they have, now more than ever before, ““a sound mind in a sound 


body.” 


Throughout the years, Saint John’s has offered many activities 
to strengthen both soul and body. Aside from the Catholic en- 
vironment inside the classroom, outside spiritual aids and agents 
have been used. It is not surprising, then, that the oldest and 
most valuable activity at Saint John’s is a spiritual one. Fore- 
most among the many student activities at this school is that cen- 
tering around the First Friday devotions, the day especially con- 
secrated to the Sacred Heart of Jesus, the Divine Teacher. 


On June 11, 1895, the students of Saint John’s enrolled them- 


selves as members of the League of the Sacred Heart. Since that 
day, the devotion to the Sacred Heart of Jesus, on the part of the 
students, has never waned. Every morning each class begins the 
day by reciting the “Morning Offering’. When Brother Carl was 
Principal of Saint John’s, he introduced the custom of having the 
entire student body assemble in the Upper Church on the First 
Friday at 8 o’clock, where the Holy Sacrifice of the Mass is offer- 
ed by the Pastor. On that day of each month, every boy who lives 
within reasonable distance attends this special student Mass at 
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Saint John’s Church and receives Holy Communion with his 
schoolmates. It has become the custom for all students attending 
this Mass to receive into their own hearts the Object of this devo- 
tion. Thus, on the day before, confessions are heard at Saint 
John’s Church for the benefit of the entire student body. During 
the Mass appropriate hymns are sung and prayers recited, all of 
which do honor to the Sacred Heart of Jesus. Coercion is not part 
of this activity, and attendance records testify to a sign of true de- 
votion. The sacrifices made in inclement weather, and by early 
rising, delaying of breakfast, or distant travel, will surely repay 
the participants of this, the most wholesome of all student activi- 
ties, for Christ will not let pass unrewarded those who practice 
devotion to that Sacred Heart Which has loved men so much. 


As an incentive to stimulate interest and vocations to the mis- 
sion fields, the Catholic Students Mission Crusade was revived at 
the beginning of this present school year and placed under the 
direction of Brother Theophane. Thirteen years before, in 1930, 
Brother Campion, then Principal, established a C. S. M. C. unit, 
appointing Brother Raymond Joseph as Moderator. Throughout 
the years since then, the formality of this organization was de- 
creased, but its spirit was kept alive by the monthly talks, and the 
necessary important collections, in each individual class. Now, 
monthly formal meetings are held on the last Friday of each 
month in the school auditorium. At these meetings, formal pro- 
grams are presented, arranged by the Moderator and the elected 
officers of this society, at which missionary hymns are sung, mis- 
sion topics are discussed, and formal talks are delivered. 


Because of the deplorable conditions of the world after the 
last war, during which many missionaries had been called to their 
country s service, many countries, as a result, were starving spir- 
itually, but the supply of missionaries had been cut off. America, 
then, became the hope and help of the old missions for mainte- 
nance and of the new missions for establishment. To sustain this 
hope and promote this help, an American seminarian, Clifford 
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King, was inspired and encouraged to organize the Catholic Stu- 
dents Mission Crusade, realizing the vast amount of spiritual and 
material aid that could be rendered by the Catholic youth of 
America. It is on these students of the present that missionary 
work of the future must depend when the present crisis has 


passed. 


The Saint John’s unit of the C. S. M. C. showed its interest in 
Catholic Action during the month of December when, armed with 
letters of authorization, the members canvassed the city for any- 
thing in the nature of medical supplies that might be of assistance 
to the missionaries of the present war-torn areas. Success met 
them at every turn, and through the generosity of Greater 
Worcester’s doctors, dentists, and druggists, material valued at 
several hundreds of dollars began to pour in — from tiny pills 
to valuable surgical instruments. This extensive medical collec- 
tion was on display in the main corridor of the school during the 
month, and is now on its way to some needy mission, having been 
increased a hundred-fold by the spirit which fostered and accom- 
panied it. 


There have been many other spiritual extra-curricular activi- 
ties at Saint John’s throught the years, but being spiritual they 
should remain interior, for “‘certain perfumes when exposed to 
air lose their fragrance.”’ The exterior social events have been 
so numerous that time and space permit only the mentioning of 
them to allow a rapid review of athletics, if this brief record is to 
be confined to one volume. 


During the past years, many social activities and names connec- 
ted with them have been outstanding in Dramatics. Mr. John 
Coyle and his brother James E., together with various members of 
the faculty, have been most successful in this field. Later, as has 
been stated, this activity was taken over by the Philoponia. In 
connection with these plays, the girls of Ascension High School 
also share in the honors of success and the gratitude of the direc- 


ExTRA-CURRICULAR ACTIVITIES 165 


Medical Exhibit C. S. M. C. 


166 GOLDEN CONQUEST 


tors for having donated their talent and time to these entertaining 


affairs. 


In 1924, at the suggestion of the Pastor, Father Fitzgerald, a 
glee club and an orchestra were introduced into the school activ- 
ities. The project was undertaken by the Reverend Charles Duffy, 
who secured the services of Miss Catherine Bowe. Mr. James E. 
Coyle was then transferred to this department. Brothers Cosmas, 
Francis Jerome, Thomas Patrick, and Alan were among the 
many musical members of the faculty who assisted in the success 
of this activity. Whenever called upon, Miss Bowe is still ever 
generous and willing to dispose her talented services in favor of 
Saint John’s. 7 


Innumerable minor, but not insignificant, groups have been 
formed from time to time. These have included: The Latin Club, 
Greek Club, Chemistry Club, The Scholarship Club, Good Fellow- 
ship Club, Senior Council, The S. J. Club, Canteen, Aeronautic 
Club, Camera Club, Journalism Club — to mention but a few. 
Many of these groups are still doing active service in promoting 
good will and unity among the students. At one time, Mr. John 
McGrath had charge of Elocution, while Mr. James McCarthy di- 
rected Public Speaking. These activities have since been absorbed 
by the English department, Annually, an inter-class elocution con- 
test is conducted, the winners being awarded silver medals pre- 
sented during the graduation exercises. Recently, the Boy Scouts 
of America organized a troop at Saint John’s, which at present, is 
under the direction of Brother Raymond Joseph. Of special im- 
portance have been the Pages, the Squires, and the Jay Vees who 
have nourished athletic life of the School. 


As in the human body, physical forces are more obvious than 
the spiritual, no matter how strong; so also at St. John’s have the 
athletic activities been oustanding over the religious and social. 
Basketball, football, and baseball are the chief extra-curricular 
activities in the field of sports. 


ExTRA-CURRICULAR ACTIVITIES 167 


Just when formal athletics were inaugurated at Saint John’s is 
uncertain. One source claims that the Class of *11 first founded 
an athletic association. This class consisted of Daniel A. Don- 
oghue, James A. Dolan, Francis P. Hussey, Ralph McLaughlin, 
Edmund Melican, William F. Shea and Henry C. Walsh. These 
together with members of the Class of 712, are known to have 
played on successful teams. 


When the high school department began running smoothly, 
after its introduction to Saint John’s, the school had representative 
teams intermittently in several sports. Way back when the catch- 
er on a baseball team was stationed far back of home plate to 
catch the ball on the first bounce, this sport seemed to be the 
favorite. In 1919, Brother Pascal was the coach of that season’s 
baseball team. 


About this time, other sports must have been permanent, for 
Brother Dennis Joseph coached football and basketball until Bro- 
ther Theophane joined the faculty in 1920. Brother Theophane 
then coached all sports until the appointment of the first layman 
coach in 1923. 


In the early years of athletics at the school, baseball and bas- 
ketball teams seemed always to overshadow the football teams. - _ 
A limited student body did not offer the wide choice of material 
necessary for the success of this later sport. Now, it seems that 
basketball transcends in popularity and success these other two. 
Basketball and football teams at the school started to gain in im- 
portance with the construction of the gymnasium and the pur- 


chase of the Oval. 


As other sports became popular, Saint John’s also undertook 
to excel in them. It had golf, tennis, and ice hockey teams; and 
once, accidently, was represented by a track team, which consisted 
of two students. 


The school’s golf teams gained unusual success in the late 
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twenties and early thirties. There were many fine golfers among 
the students — and the faculty. The greatest credit for this success 
goes to the founder and coach, Brother Cosmas. To gain 13 vic- 
tories out of 15 starts, or to have an undefeated season, was not 
uncommon. 


During the first thirty years of the Twentieth Century, golf had 
grown from perhaps the most minor of sports to one of the most 
popular of our national and even international games. Scotch in 
origin, this game grew fantastically and spread rapidly. In the 
beginning of United States golf history, owing to the vast expense 
of this game, only the wealthy few could afford to play golf. As 
time went on, however, the public demand for this game became 
so great that the price became almost reasonable. In the late twen- 
ties, nearly every corner and vacant lot had its miniature golf 


links. | 


“Adult” golf, despite its expense, its inadequate locations, and 
its difficulties in transportation, soon increased the number of its 
devotees in this country from a possible 400 to the enormous total 
of 3,000,000 men and one million or more women, playing this 
game in the lapse of only thirty years. Over one and a half bill- — 
ion dollars were expended on golf courses, club houses, and other — 
golfing equipment in the United States in one year alone, and 
nearly a billion dollars is expended on this sport annually. 


Before the first thirty years of the Twentieth Century were 
reached, Saint John’s had established a most enviable record 
throughout the State, City, and Metropolitan district. One entire 
family, Jack, James, and William Reidy, played at one time. 
They were all members of Saint John’s as was their father, “‘Jim’”, 
before them. Jack Reidy, youthful captain of Saint John’s golf 
team, from 1926 to 1928 led his team through many a victorious 
battle with 22 victories and 2 set-backs. He was one of the finalists 
in the Massachusetts Junior State Championship at Newton; qual- 
ified in the United States Public Links Championship in Philadel- 
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phia, being the only one from Worcester ever to qualify in that 
tournament; and captured the Worcester County Amateur Cham- 
pionship. On Columbus Day, 1928, “Jim” Reidy and his son, 
Bill, carried off supreme honors at the new Wachusett Golf Club 
in West Boylston. 


Another student of Saint John’s, Billy Cosgrove won the 
Worcester Municipal Golf Championship by overcoming Roy Dec- 
ker, captain of the 1928 golf team of Commerce High School. 
Saint John’s teams played practically every high school golf team 
of note in this state and even some in Connecticut. However, as in 
the course of human events, enthusiasm for this particular sport 
cooled when other activities attracted interest. 


Saint John’s School authorities, realizing that high academic 
requirements were necessary before participation in extra-curric- 
ular activities, were the first to accept the rules of the Massachu- 
setts High School Athletic Association. Saint John’s accepted 
the rules many years in advance of the public schools of 
Worcester. Because of its strict adherence to academic require- 
ments, it was accepted favorably as an opponent of the Worcester 
schools and others outside the city, being the first parochial 
school of Worcester to be accepted almost generally as an oppo- 
nent of the city’s public schools. 


In the beginning of formal athletic activities at Saint John’s, 
the facilities for sports were not so favorable. There was a so- 
called gymnasium in the basement of the Old Building, but it was 
unsuitable either for training basketball teams or for playing 
games. Before the completion of the new school building in 1924, 
the basketball team trained and played its home games in the 
Father Matthews’s T. A. S. Hall on Green Street. The football and 
baseball teams were coached and played their homes games on 
Crompton Park or other city playgrounds. 


The completion of a new high school building in the summer of 
1924, enabled Saint John’s High to have its own gymnasium for 
training its athletes. It was during the same year that the Oval, 
a famous outdoor athletic grounds near Lake Quinsigamond, was 
purchased for the school’s use for football, baseball and whatever 
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other activities it could sponsor. There was a famous cinder 
track at the Oval, where, more than two decades previous to pur- 
chase by Saint John’s, many great athletes of the city and county 
established many fine running records. However, it had not been 
used for many years and much work was necessary to develop 
the grounds again. Saint John’s has made little use of this run- 
ning track. Amusingly enough, one year two of Saint John’s ath- 
letes, unofficially and surprisingly, almost won an open meet by 
winning several first places. The names and date connected with 
this spectacular event have been lost. The school had no formal 
representative in that particular sport previously. 


The early days at Saint John’s must have produced some in- 
centive, for George W. Jones of the Class of 1904 later became, 
in 1928, the track coach of Worcester Academy. | 


In 1928, candidates for the first track team ever to represent 
Saint John’s worked out at the Oval under the tutelage of Brother 
Thomas Patrick, who had coached track athletics at Mount Saint 
Joseph in Baltimore. ) 


In June, 1943, a Field Day held at the Oval met with tremend- 
ous success. Credit for this idéa belongs to Brother Nathan, the 
present Principal, and the success belongs to Mr. James J. Dorsey, 
the able coach. The faculty also gave a lending hand. The 
sophomores ran off with first honors, the Seniors coming in last. 
The thrilling mile relay was-won by the Juniors by five yards, 
Harold Spencer imitating the proverbial fire engine. Bill Foley, 
a Soph, threw the football through the hoop twice at a distance of 
thirty yards to cop that event, while Aram Goshgarian hit a base- 
ball 345 feet to win that contest. ‘“‘Deano” Davis, with 15.9, and 
Bob Generelli, with 16.1, showed surprising speed going around 
the bases. Bob Donahue, after bunting, shot down to first in 3.5. 
The punting contest was won by Ed. Savage, and the ball throw- 
ing event was won by Andy Callahan. Comedy was provided in 
the rope-pulling contest when the Seniors pulled half the Juniors 
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around the field, while the other half lay sprawled with a broken 
rope and nowhere to go. The entire student body is looking for- 
ward to the next Field Day. 


In 1929, a hockey team was approved by a committee on ath- 
letics, consisting of Reverend John E. Murphy, the Athletic Direc- 
tor; Brother Carl, the Principal; and Mr. Joseph Pare, the coach. 
Brother Constant was placed in charge of this future successful 


sextet. 


At present, the school boasts of a sophomore, Ed. Grant, who is 
a speed-skater, being a member of the Worcester Skating Club, in 
which organization he began to pile up an enviable record. Last 
January, he walked — or rather, skated — away with first place 
in the half mile event, and second place in both half and quarter 
mile events held at Providence, R. I. On the next day he copped 
third place in the Silver Skates Derby at Boston. The next month 
found him in second place in both the mile and the 440 dash 
events at the Milton meet. These have been in intermediate com- 
petition so far, since Ed is but fifteen, but it is predicted that he 
will soon skate into senior success. 


The heyday of baseball at Saint John’s seems to have been 
reached in the late twenties. Saint John’s High and Saint Peter’s 
High played a 17-inning baseball game on Fitton Field in 1927 
before 2500 spectators. Saint Peter’s won the game: 4 to 3, in 
the longest high school game believed to have been played in this 
city. , 

The following season, Saint John’s was notably represented at 
the “Little World Series” held at Chicago. Among the young 
baseball stars to represent the champion American Legion, Post 
© team were: Edward J. Curran, sophomore at Saint John’s and 
one of the outstanding players of the team, starring in the list of 
heavy hitters; John J. Tivnan, a junior, who took good care of the 


right field; Wilfred Mallet, who. covered the center field berth 
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Gymnasium — Interior view 
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and proved to be a valuable young star at bat; and John E. Smith, 
a freshman, who helped considerably to gain added honor to the 


name of Saint John’s. 


In 1942, Edward A. Spencer, whose death in action in the 
South Pacific has recently been regretfully announced, was chosen 
“All City” shortstop, and led all school-boy hitters with an aver- 
age better than 400. He was one of the best baseball products 
turned out in Worcester schools, having been a member of the 
Boston Braves minor league clubs. Because of his batting power, 
he was familiarly called “Boom, Boom”. 


Most of the names connected with athletics at Saint John’s 
belong to three letter men, but some of these names are outstand- 
ing in the sport of baseball. In baseball history at Saint John’s 


are recorded such names as: 


Eddie Campbell, who later attended Catholic Univer- 
sity and is now a member of the Worcester Police De- 


partment. 


John “Lefty” McCarthy, who was offered major league 
contracts as a sophomore but was drowned in 1932 when 
in his junior year. 

Daniel Parker, who despite physical handicap, was a 


pitcher and an outfielder in the late 20’s and early 30’s. 
Dan Garvey, °20-'21, after graduating from Holy 


Cross, coached at Saint Joseph’s in Philadelphia. 


Bill O'Rourke, one time assistant Librarian at Holy 
Cross. 


Jimmie Hanlon, John “Hoxie” Stradan, John “Piper” 
Coyle, Frank Bergstrom, and scores of others whose 
names have been eclipsed by their adeptness in other 


fields. 


For the first score of years of athletics, Saint John’s teams had 
been named after the school colors, ‘““The Red and White”. Later, 
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the name “Red Raiders”, of unofficial origin, crept in. In 1942, 
by a vote of 232 to 36, the boys of Saint John’s re-christened 
their athletic teams with a new and very appropriate name: “The 
Pioneers”. This was brought about when one of the students 
wrote a letter to the Sports Department of the Worcester Telegram 
and Gazette, suggesting that the name “Red Raiders” be made 
official. It was then that “Chick”? Morse, Class of ’26, and Car- 
toonist Al Banx, got together and decided that as long as an of- 
ficial name was wanted, why shouldn’t it be an appropriate one, 
such as the “Pioneers”. The history of the name and its signifi- 
cance is quite clear: Saint John’s is the pioneer parish of the dio- 
cese where actual pioneers, and their Indian friends, attended 
divine services some hundred years ago. To fit the connotations 
of the name, Mr. Banx sketched out a frontiersman complete from 
his racoon-skin cap to his mocassined feet. The vote shows how 
the boys received and appreciated the efforts of Mr. Morse and 
Mr. Banx; and at present, Saint John’s athletes are continuing 
to emulate the fight and stamina of the old pioneers, both of the 
parish and of the school, and are endeavoring to open up new 
vistas to success. 


As leaders are needed in all worthy enterprises, so also are 
worthy instructors needed in athletics. The first four of the- 
eleven laymen who have served Saint John’s as official coaches 
and physical instructors were alumni of the school. The first of 
these was Harold Gibbons, ’19, who directed the football team in 
1923. He served as coach in this one sport only and for one 
season. | 


John Dowd, another ex-member of the school and now a Cap- 
tain in the Worcester Fire Department, directed the baseball and 
basketball teams for the remainder of the academic year of 1923- 


1924. 


Francis D. “Nap” Garvey, 719, one of the first Saint John‘s 
High graduates to win varsity honors in college athletics, started 
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Cartoon by Al Banx 
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a three-year period as teacher-coach in September, 1924, after 
graduating from Holy Cross, where he played varsity football 
and basketball. He remained until the Spring of ’27, when he 
received a similar appointment at Chelsea High School. 


Martin J. O’Malley, another alumnus, Class of ’22, coached 
baseball during the 1927 season and then accepted a position in 
New York City. He is the present North High coach. 


Joseph Pare started a five-year period of service in September, 
1927, that ended in June, 1932. A graduate of Holy Cross Col- 
lege, he came to Saint John’s after achieving much success as a 
coach at Ware High School. While serving at Saint John’s he 
was named physical instructor at Grafton Street Junior High 
School, but continued for that year to coach at Saint John’s. Dur- 
ing Coach Pare’s illness during the first week of baseball practice 
in 1929, Brother Constant took over, evidently being succesful 
in his tutelage, for Danny Ryan succeeded in hitting the first home 
run of that season at the Oval. | 


The 1932-33 basketball team was coached officially by Harold 
“Chick”? Gagnon, an outstanding athlete at Holy Cross. After | 
coaching at Saint Peter’s High, he went to the Catholic University. . 
in this same capacity, but when that school discontinued basket- 
ball and baseball for a one-year period, “Chick” came to Saint 
John’s for one season. 


Phil O’Connell, who gained outstanding success as a football 
player at Holy Cross and was prominently mentioned for All- 
American honors, upon his graduation in 1932, succeeded Joe 
Pare. He remained-at Saint John’s until June, 1936, when he 
went as coach to Trade School. 


John J. O’Connor, a resident of Malden and also a Holy Cross 
graduate with experience as a teacher-coach at Buffalo, followed 
O’Connell. He served through two full seasons. His 1936 foot- 
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ball team defeated LaSalle Academy at Providence, the first de- 
feat that school suffered on its home field in many years. 


In 1938, Lester “Buster” Sheary, a graduate of Saint Peter’s 
High School and Catholic University came to serve at Saint John’s 
as coach for a full year, giving up a similar position at Saint 
Peter’s to do so. In 1929, while a forward on Saint Peter’s bas- 
ketball team, “Buster” Sheary was named in that berth on the 
Worcester Tech Tournament All-Star team. In 1939, Mr. Sheary 


received an appointment to South High. 


Joseph P. Delaney, a resident of Providence and a graduate 
of Holy Cross where he received much All-American football 
recognition, started a three-year stay in 1939. It was under his 
guidance that Saint John’s started to gain honors in basketball, 
winning the New England Catholic Interscholastic Championship 
at Boston in 1942. In June of that same year, Coach Delaney de- 
parted to join the faculty at Rogers High in Newport, Rhode 
Island. 


James J. Dorsey, a graduate of Saint John’s, Class of ’30, and 
of Holy Cross, followed Joe Delaney as teacher-coach in Septem- 
ber, 1942. While a student at Saint John’s, Jim was a three letter 
man as well as an honor student. At Holy Cross he continued 
his athletic activities and remained on the Dean’s list, graduating 
with honors in ’34. Since then he has been active in refereeing 
various sport contests in and around Worcester County. The sys- 
tem of play used by the “Red and White” team switched from 
the Notre Dame system, taught by Joe Delaney, to the Warner 
system, used by Coach Dorsey. In his first year of basketball 
at Saint John’s, he led and directed the fortunes of the “Pioneers” 
to a successful defense of two Catholic titles. He also managed 
to tack on an additional honor, that of the City Championship. 


Competition and risky rivalry are added assets to any enter- 
prise, and this has been certainly true in athletic contests at Saint 
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John’s. This competition has produced many outstanding con- 
tests and events in the history of athletics at Saint John’s. 


Before Saint Peter’s High School was founded, there was an 
outstanding athletic rivalry between Saint John’s and Sacred 
Heart Academy. The discontinuance of athletics at the latter 
school in the early 20’s ended this rivalry until the late 30’s, when 
it was revived for a period of several years. 


Since Saint Peter’s started sponsoring athletic teams in 1924, 
these two schools have become the foremost rivals in Central Mass- 
achusetts. How this rivalry came about is best described in an 
article by John Houlihan, ’24, and “Chick” Morse, ’26, two com- 
petent sports writers on the Worcester Telegram and Evening 
Gazette: 


It is about 20 years, come Thanksgiving Day, since 
the colorful St. John’s - St. Peter’s rivalry first saw 
the light of day in the somewhat modest surroundings of 


the Oval. 


A product of design more than accident, the rivalry, 
which later branched into basketball and baseball, was 
inspired, or perhaps, provoked is a better word, by three 
former St. John’s High student.athletes who had trans- 
ferred to St. Peter’s, their own parish school. 


Now, St. Johns, somewhat hoary with tradition while 
St. Peter’s had yet to have its first graduation class, was 
somewhat reluctant to accept a game with a mere strip- 
ling of scholastic athletics. But the jibes and the “per- 
suasion” of these three transfers — John “Punk” Ryan, 
Paul “Little Dago” Donahue, and Fred Cross — resulted 
in arranging the game, a post-season contest for St. 
John’s which had closed its regular campaign earlier in 
the month. 


This first game was an artistic rather than a financial 
success and, as the rivalry branched into basketball and 
baseball, the artistry of the opposing athletes was so ar- 
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Joseph P. Delaney 
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James J. Dorsey 


Present Coach (1944) 
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tistic and yet so real, that it seemed a halt would have 


to be ordered. The rivalry was almost doomed before 


it really had a chance to grow. 


The schools couldn’t agree on anything and, particu- 
larly, on officials for the games. Often they arrived at 
the day of the game and still no agreement had been 
reached. They had to rush about and draft officials at 
the very last minute. This situation didn’t encourage 


things but it did help to attract spectators. 


' When the rivalry was in its infancy it acquired a 
foster parent, the late Patrick A. “Pat” Dowd, a sports 
writer for the Worcester Telegram. He saw possibilities 


in the series and, moreover, he had the idea of the: 


Thanksgiving Day meeting. He was born on Winter 
Street, within the shadow of St. John’s, and in the mid- 


twenties was a member of St. Peter’s parish. 


In fact, 


there was some talk, years later, that “Pat” even created 
somewhat synthetic disputes over the agreement on of- 
ficials while, actually, the men had been hired weeks in 
advance. “Pat” inspired street parades, pep.rallies and 
went even so far as to interest Mayor Michael J. O’Hara 
in the game. ‘The idea caught on and Mayor O’Hara 


soon became No. | ticket salesman for the games. 


The 


Mayor attended the games, sitting on one side for one 
half of the contest and on the other side for the other 
half. Sports Writer Dowd’s influence was not long lived. 
He retired sometime around 1927 and died some half 
dozen years ago. The rivalry he helped to create lives 


on. 


The series now has tradition. In fact, it is fast near- 
ing its majority. There may be older rivalries but none 
more colorful, thanks to the Messrs. Ryan, Donahue, and 


Cross and, yes, the late Patrick A. “Pat”? Dowd. 


Saint John’s and Saint Peter’s have been exchanging blocks 
and tackles, kicks, runs, and passes on a chalk-striped field since 
1924. And down through the years this rivalry has taken its 


rightful place as the schoolboy classic of the city. 


In that span 


184. GOLDEN CONQUEST 


of years approximately 150,000 fans have been lured to the site 
of the games on Turkey Day, and always, regardless of the win- 
ner, have left the scene of battle satisfied that they have witnessed 
clean, hard-fought football. 


There is something about a Saint John’s-Saint Peter’s game that 
is distinctive. This distinction has impressed many folks the same 
way, and many have seen fit to comment on the present school re- 
lations as ideal. The two schools meet in almost every possible 
athletic endeavor, and the games are always well-played. There 
is plenty of fight in them, lots of ginger, give-and-take spirit that 
one delights in seeing. In the opinion of many, this competition 
between Saint John’s and Saint Peter’s is nearest the ideal rivalry 
that can be found in high school athletics. When you add the 
traditional flavor of this relationship to the “family feud” factor, 
you have the elements that go to make football history. Saint 
John’s and Saint Peter’s are related closely enough to produce 
the “family feud” and situated near enough to excite sectional 
feelings. Contentment in families is cordial most often in the 
respect and regard which the heads of the families have one for 
another. This respect and regard in these school relations are 
evident from the athletic director down through the coaches and 
the committees. Important problems are talked over, not behind 
closed doors of conference rooms but in informal discussions and 
friendly associations. A friendship built on clear thinking, frank 
speaking, and open dealing is something of which both Saint 
John’s and Saint Peter’s can be justly proud. 


The peak of this rivalry seems to have been reached in the 
late twenties. In 1928, Saint John’s and Saint Peter’s drew a 
crowd of 12,000 to their football game at historic Fitton Field. 
This was the largest crowd that ever assembled in this famous 
outdoor arena until the Holy Cross-Brown game of 1931. At this 
particular Thanksgiving Day game, “Chick”? Gagnon’s “Purple 
and White” charges defeated Joe Pare’s fighting ““Red and White” 


warriors 7-0. 


ExTRA-CURRICULAR ACTIVITIES 185 


On Thanksgiving Day of 1930, “Tommy” Callan brought joy 
to the hearts of 10,000 fans when, after a run of 91 yards, he 
placed the ball behind Saint Peter’s goal line for the first time in 
four years. The score was again 7-0. Saint John’s luck must have 
run out with this spectacular dash, for since then it has tied Saint 
Peter’s several times, but has not succeeded in conquering its 


friendly foes. 


In February, 1928, there were 4500 tickets reported sold for 
two basketball games between these rivals. Both games were 
played in Saint John’s gymnasium and each was decided by the 


same score — 25 to 24 — with Saint John’s winning the first 


game but losing the second. The following year, a crowd of more 
than 2200 persons saw these two parochial school quintets open 
the annual court series, packing the Temple Street gym literally to 
the rafters. Saint Peter’s High defeated the “Red and White” 
team 18 to 8. This crowd who witnessed the first game of that sea- 
son’s series proves that the rivalry that existed between these two 
schools was greater than any other high school competition in 
Worcester. Such attention tended to elevate high school basketball 
to a higher plane. 


Saint John’s High and Classical High have been competing in 
three sports almost continuously since 1925. In 1929, Saint’ 
John’s opened the season by sweeping Classical off her feet at 
the Oval by a score of 12 to 0. This was Saint John’s first football 
victory over a public school team for the past few years. A foot- 
ball game between these two schools in 1934 drew some 5000 
spectators on Armistice Day. Saint John’s won, 18-6. 


In 1928, Saint John’s High and Commerce High played three 
basketball games, the last one being in the finals of the Worcester 
Tech tournament. The first of the games, played before capacity 
crowds, found Commerce winning by one point. In the second 
game Saint John’s won by similar margin. The third game was 
equally as close with Commerce winning. 
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On the evening of March 9, 1929, a sturdy quintet from Saint 
John’s — including Kalinowski, Curran, Stanley, Jarzobski, and 
Callahan — having fought their way into the finals of the 
Worcester Tech tourney, lost the deciding game, 26-22, against 
Commerce High for the honors of Worcester County. Commerce 
had reached the finals by defeating Uxbridge and Worcester 
Classical High with little effort. The Temple Street quintet entered 
the finals after copping victories over Bartlett High of Webster 
and Fitchburg High. In this final game, “Charlie” Stanley gar- 
nered 14 points and gained a position on the All-Star Worcester 
Tech Tournament quintet, being also named by experts as the 
outstanding center that season in Worcester County. 


Saint John’s was the first parochial school to be invited to this 
Worcester Polytechnic Institute’s Worcester County Interschol- 
astic Championship Basketball Tournament, the first time being 
in 1925. After the 1929 series, this tournament was discontinued. 
Commerce and Saint John’s have continued their friendly rivalry 
since that time. 


Trade and Saint John’s likewise have been meeting in the field 
of sports for more than two decades. In 1943, in the twenty-fifth 
revival of the Trade-Saint John’s football series, the “Mechanics” _ 
emerged victorious over the “Pioneers” by a score of 6 to 0. + 


And so, for many years now, three of the outstanding scholastic 
football games in the City annually have been: 


Columbus Day — Trade vs. Saint John’s 
Armistice Day —- Classical vs. Saint John’s 
Thanksgiving Day — Saint Peter’s vs. Saint John’s 


Records show that in the late twenties the success of Saint 
John’s athletics was sensational. In football, the Temple Street 
teams underwent more than average seasons. Coach Pare pro- 
duced teams that conquered the best in their class. A football team 
that can go through an entire season without a single defeat, tak- 
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ing into camp such teams as Leominster, Classical High, and 
Trade School, deserves a great deal of credit. 


The National Football Rules and Regulations’ Committee in 
1929 made a drastic change in the football rules, in an effort to, 
or not to, make the already popular game more interesting. The 
new ruling made a fumbled ball, recovered by the defensive 
side, dead at the point of recovery. Many of the prominent 
coaches favored this radical change, stating that loss of the ball 
was penalty enough for the fumbling team, and that the change 
in the code would make for an even more spectacular form of 
offense. Others objected that the new rule removed from the game 
one of the most thrilling plays — the run tor touchdown, or long 
gain after recovery of a fumble; that it took away the chance of 
the weaker team to win a game against a much stronger rival, and 
also removed the uncertainty of the game where teams were un- 
evenly matched, where a fumble might win or lose a game. How- 
ever, future seasons showed the plausibility of such a ruling — 
or the inconsequence of it — for, in 1929 Saint John’s suffered 
no defeats in football. 


In basketball during that period, Saint John’s could consider 
herself as good as the average in the State. The basketball fives 
knocked off such teams as Cathedral High, champions of Western 
Massachusetts, and also the strong Fitchburg High quintet. In 
1928, for the first time in the history of the school, the “Red and 
White” succeeded in annexing the scalps of all the local high 
schools in basketball. This unprecedented feat was due in a great 
measure to the remarkable confidence which the coach, Joe Pare, 


inspired in his cohorts. 


In the first basketball game of the season of 1929, Saint John’s 
team defeated the Alumni team, 42-32. This latter team included 
such former stars as: “Marty” O’Malley, “Jabber” Burke, 
“Eddie” Quinn, ““Teddy” Leary, “Connie” Fitzpatrick, “Eddie” 
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Sullivan, and John Sullivan — most of whom had retained their 
fame while at Holy Cross. 


Playing some of the fastest teams in the State, the “Red and 
White” did not always conquer, like Caesar, but they nevertheless 
experienced good success. 


In baseball, as has been recorded, Saint John’s High School 
had the best teams in the City of Worcester. In 1928, the Temple 
Street nine walked off with the city championship honors. 


Some great athletes have been developed at Saint John’s. A 
feeble attempt is hereby made to enumerate a few of these out- 
standing athletes, but it must be remembered that the names of 
many more than are mentioned must remain in the memory and 
gratitude of their contempories. 


There was Ed Sullivan, in 1926, who is mentioned as 
one of the best football and baseball players to be turned 
out of the local Parochial Schools in a long time. 


Johnny Averka was another bright star. 


Four 1927 football stars from Saint John’s made the 
Holy Cross squad: Captain Connie Fitzpatrick, Joe 
Grigaitis, Pete Scales and Tom Hackett. 


Among the eleven to defeat Classical in 1929 were: 
Capt. John “Piper” Coyle, Hervey “Dipper” Lemay, 
Hugh O'Flynn, Louis Bourget, Connie Sableski, Frank 
“Swede” Bergstrom, “Stewy” Stradan, and “Jigger”’ 
Jacques. f 


Two of the School’s future coaches were among the 
first athletic brilliants at Saint John’s. They were Fran- 
cis “Nap” Garvey, who became a football and basketball 
letterman at Holy Cross; and Harold Gibbons, who won 
a letter in football at Canisius. 


Michael “Iron Mike” Favulli, groomed as a center at 
Holy Cross by Coach Reed, was of the Class of °28. 
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Physical instructor at Grafton Street Junior High and 
coach of athletics at Millbury High School, “Mike’’ has 
recently been named boxing matchmaker for the Engin- 
eers Social Club. 


Thomas Callan, 31, who made that spectacular run in 
°30, graduated from Holy Cross and is now an officer in 


the U.S. Navy Air Corps. 


Eddie Curran, ’31, Holy Cross, is now a non-commis- 
sioned officer in the U. S. Army. 


Frank Bergstrom, °29, Canisius, is now coach at 


Shrewsbury High School. 


The Fox brothers, John, 33, George, °36, and Robert, 
"39, were all energetic athletes. George won a letter in 
football at Holy Cross. Now a Marine, he has been re- 
cently cited for “conspicuous gallantry”’ in the storming 
of Betio Island. The regretful news has been received 
that Pfc. Robert Fox was killed in action during the 
attack on Tarawa. R. I. P. 


Robert O’Brien, ’31, Holy Cross, is now football coach 
at Saint Peter’s High School. 


Joseph Tanona, 738, Saint Anselm, is now in the U. S. 
Army. 


Eddie Boule, 38, Saint Anselm, is now a teacher at 


the Leicester High School. 


Father Timothy “Ted” Leary, ’28, outstanding in bas- 
ketball, was later made captain at Holy Cross. He has 
organized athletic teams and opened gymnasiums in 
Clinton and in Holyoke, where he is now stationed. 


Joseph Jugis, outstanding in football, ’38, had a half. 
brother, Charley Stanley, who excelled in basketball. 


Vincent Dolan, Holy Cross, is now a rpresentative of 
a large textile industry in New York City. 
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Martin O'Malley, Holy Cross, outstanding in basket- 


ball, is the present North High coach and a noted referee. 
Myles “Chipper” Sweeney, “40, Holy Cross, is a prom- 


inent athlete at Fort Monmouth, especially in boxing. 


The Class of ’40 produced such stars in basketball as: 
Bobby Curran, Jackie Joyce, Al Kriscunas, and Al 
Mazeika. Bobby Curran attended Holy Cross and won 
his varsity letter when he joined the Navy. Jack Joyce, 


who attended Colby, in °39 had stunned the city by 


jumping from the Jay-Vees to the leading scorer in the 
city. 


Tom McGrail, '20, attended Canisius College, and now 


acts as football official. 


John Donaghue, '20, known as “Dago”’, aaliee at 
quarterback spot for Holy for one year. 


Jimmie Fitzgibbons, ’20, was also a member of the 


Holy Cross football squad. 


Joe Geoghegan, Holy Cross, °21, was a_ basketball 
player. 


Father John O'Toole, ’22, of whose class seven mem- 
bers were ordained to the priesthood, was outstanding in 
basketball and baseball. Graduated from Holy Cross, he 


is now curate in West Fitchburg. 


Jim Kane, ‘23, was a dark horse at Holy Cross in his 
junior year, but his career was cut short by an injury. 


Father Lawrence Daley, “16, coached his basketball 
team to the championship of the Parochial Grammar 
School League in 1927 at Syracuse, New York. 


The Tivnan’s ’30, Frank Madaio, John Dowd, Jimmie 
Fielding, ‘22, John “Fish” Sullivan, °23, Junior 
O’Rourke, and a host of others form the army of ath- 
letes who have marched away from Saint John’s to 
wrestle successfully with other forms of bel arse 
in the world. 
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Athletics at Saint John’s in the “furious forties” have been 
most successful under the leadership of the two coaches, Mr. 
Joseph P. Delaney and Mr. James J. Dorsey, and under the effhi- 
ciency of the past athletic director, Reverend John J. Scanlan, and 
the present one, Reverend Edward V. Reilly. The names of the 
athletes during this period already mentioned show that evidently 
the strong point during this span has been basketball. However, 
Coach Delaney, known as the All-American American, produced a 
squad of “Red Raiders” worthy of note. Among this lineup are 
such notable names as: 


Leo Goodney, Paul Murray, Fran Doyle, John Lynch, 

~ Dick Sloan, Paul Cahill, George Kuzmickas, Aram Gosh- 

garian, John Foley, Vin O’Neil, Paul Tivnan, Phil Crim- 

mins, Lou Mathurin, Ed Spencer, Al Brunnell, Cap 
O’Neil. Jack O’Donnell Albie Tanona, etc. 


At the end of the nineteenth game with Saint Peter’s in 1943, 
the History of the Turkey Day Battles reads as follows: 


St. Peter’s: won 9; lost 5; tied 5 
St. John’s: won 5; lost 9; tied 5 


In 1940 and 1941, Saint John’s was runner-up to LaSalle 
Academy of Newport, R. I., for the New England title in basket- 
ball. In 1940, Saint John’s defeated Saint Xavier High of Louis- 
ville, Ky., in the first round of the Eastern States Catholic tourn- 
ament at Newport. Tom “Cap” O’Neil was the big star on that 
occasion as he had been during the season. 


On the “All City” team of the Worcester Telegram and the 
Evening Gazette for the 1941 season of football, two Saint John’s 
men were placed. One was John “Tubber’” Lynch, who had play- 
ed for three years as a regular. The other was Ed. Spencer 
(R.I.P.), who had starred in the previous St. Peter’s game. In that 
season, Saint John’s tied Trade, Ed scoring the first touchdown 
against Trade since 1936. 
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In 1942, perseverance found its reward — “‘finis coronat 
opus” — when Saint John’s finally won the basketball title. 


Since its inception in 1934, the New England Interscholastic 
Basketball Tournament has taken tremendous strides. It is cer- 
tainly a far cry from the Saint Mary’s gym in Cambridge, where 
the first tournament was played, to the vast Boston Arena. Thir- 
teen years ago, the Catholic High School League of Boston was 
formed to promote athletic competition and to foster a spirit of 
fair play among the students of the parochial high schools of 
Greater Boston. This League had expanded so rapidly that its 
sponsors decided, four years later, to finance a basketball tourn- 
ament for the Catholic high schools of New England. Both the 
League and the tournament were heartily, indorsed by His 
Eminence, William Cardinal O’Connell. 


In 1938, when the Catholic Youth Organization was established 
in the Archdiocese by His Eminence, placing all youth activities 
under a Diocesan Director, the League became a division of this 
organization. The C. Y. O. then sponsored the tournament. Of 
the twenty-five Catholic high schools from seven dioceses in six 
New England states that have participated in the ten tournaments, 
Saint John’s has the distinction of having had the team playing 
in the most finals. 


In 1934, a small basketball team of Saint John’s was fired with 
a dauntless determination that someday a Saint John’s team 
would bring home the New England Catholic Basketball 
Championship. After beating Our Lady’s of Newton 46-25, they 
were defeated in the semi-finals by St. Michael’s of Northampton 
36-22. In °35 and ’36 the tournament was played in the Somer- 
ville High gymnasium. Saint John’s did not enter either year, but 
Worcester was represented by Sacred Heart in ’35 and by St. 
Peter’s in ’36 when they won the finals. In 1937, the tournament 
was played without a Worcester representative in Taunton. The 
Irvington Street Armory was the scene of the ’38 tourney. Still 
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again no Worcester team participated. In 1939, the tournament 
was played in the Boston Arena, but Saint John’s did not enter. 
That determination to win the championship was again aroused 
in 1940. Saint John’s beat Coyle of Taunton 35-28, and Saint 
Peter’s 39-34. In the finals, De LaSalle beat Saint John’s 42 to 
35. But the determination to win was firm. In 1941, they beat 
Saint Joseph’s of Manchester 33-27 and John Bapst of Bangor 
44-37, but were again defeated in the finals by De LaSalle by 2 
points: 36-34 . 


With the same zeal that was born in the 1934 team and passed 
on in growing strength to their followers, the 1942 Saint John’s 
team began their season. For the first time a Saint John’s quintet 
won the Central Massachusetts Championship. They received an- 
other bid to the New England Catholic Tournament. Determina- 
tion to win this time was flaming in every player. In the first game 
at the Boston Arena the Saint John’s five turned back Cathedral 
High of Springfield 34-30. In the semi-finals they defeated the 
Holy Family team from New Bedford 30 to 21. And then to cli- 
max all the years of tireless endeavor, Saint John’s romped to an 
easy victory over Saint Mary’s Waltham, 41-28, to win the New 
England Catholic Interscholastic Championship. 


The season’s record for ’42 was: Won 20; Lost 4. The leading 
scorers of that season were: John “Long John” Foley, 323; 
“Danny” Cronin, 207; “Albie’” Tanona, 126; George Early, 78; 
Vin O'Neil, Cap’s brother, 75; Johnny Rosseel, whose brother 
Charley was sensational in *40, 73; and Harold Spencer, brother 
of Ed. 53. 


John Foley won the trophy donated by the refs in the Catholic 
League as being the outstanding sportsman in the league. John 
also was named on the “All City” team, as was expected, while 
Vin O’Neil, along with John, was named on the “AlIl-Tourna- 
ment” team. Other stars of merit in both City and Tournament 
leagues were: Danny Cronin, who threw 14 points in the final 


196 GOLDEN CONQUEST 


game, and George Early, who held three big scorers to six points. 

When the athletic awards were distributed in ’42, those seniors 
who, during their four years at Saint John’s had participated in 
any major sports, received their monogrammed jackets from the 
Athletic Association. Recipients of these awards were: 


Basketball, football, and baseball: John Foley 

Football and basketball: Thomas O’Neil 

Baseball: Jack Buzzell 

Football: Paul Tivnan, Vic Parent, Jack Lynch, Franny 
Doyle, Louise Mathurin, John Bowe, Joe 
Dorsey 

General manager of all athletics: Phil Sullivan 

Since Chubby Brunell would be ineligible for schol. — 
astic competition the next year he also received his 
jacket award for football and basketball. 


The underclassmen who participated in varsity basket- 
ball competition and received their awards of letters 
were: George Early, Johnny Rosseel, Albie Tanona, 
Franny Miller, Frank Senior -— all Juniors; and the 
Sophs: Bob Donahue, and Vinny O'Neil, along with 


Tommy O’Brien, assistant manager in all sports. 
The 1942 football players of note included: 


Co-Captains: Phil Crimmins and Paul Cahill 

Seniors: Herbert Larkham, Robert McCarthy, Danny 
Sullivan, Joe Riordan, Bill Russell, and Arthur 
Larievy. 

Juniors: Donald Davis, Paul Murray, Bernard McKeon, 
Robert Donahue, and Austin Kennedy 

Sophs: Aram Goshgarian, Thomas Power, Paul Snow, 
Edwin Savage, Andrew Callahan, John Kelly, 
and Robert Generelli. 


The 1942 Thanksgiving Classic resulted in a Saint Peter’s vic- 
tory, 6-0. A banquet for the two rival teams was an inovation, 
and termed “unusual” by the two well-liked coaches, Lou Tullio 
and Jim Dorsey. The members of both teams, their coaches, and 
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athletic directors met for the first dinner of its kind in the history 
of these two rivals. Saint Peter’s, the winner of °42’s battle, was 
presented with a cup, donated by the Knights of Columbus. An 
added feature to the annual November event was the perfect co- 
operation of the girls of Ascension High School, who marched 
in the pre-parade, bearing appropriate placards, and giving much 
moral support by their enthusiastic cheering. This has been a 
welcomed feature of every game since. 


In basketball, the Pioneers of ’43 piled up an enviable record, 
despite a slow start, and in that process met and defeated the 
best that New England had to offer in the State champs of both 
Rhode Island and New Hampshire. Listed among the honors 
garnered during the “43 season were the New England Catholic 
Championship — beating Saint Raphael’s of Pawtucket 39 to 26, 
Cheverus of Portland 38 to 27, and Saint Joseph’s of Manchester 
35 to 33 — and the Central Massachusetts Catholic Champion- 
ship, each retained for the second successive year. Another honor 
which, due to local competition, is really greater than it sounds, 
was that of being the All City Champs of Worcester. This was the 
first time that the Pioneers had managed to grab off both local 
titles in the same season. Even standing alone, this record itself is 
quite impressive. After losing two out of the first three encounters, 
the Pioneers came back to stack up twenty-one straight wins out 
of twenty-four starts, including games played at the Tournament. 


The leading scorers of the season — not including the tourney 
— were: Bob Donahue, 203; Albie Tanona, 160; George Early, 
151; Johnny Rosseel, 122; Vin O’Neil, 120; Fran Senior, 47; 
Jack Lucey, 13; Phil Heyward, 8; Bill Brennan, 8; Bud Russell, 
7; and Tom Power, 4. 


Albie Tanona earned the highest honors of the Tourney. Capt. 
Tanona was called by one scribe ‘“‘a basketball magician’. Be- 
cause of an operation, Albie had a slow start in the season, but 
made up for it with a fine and fast finish, scoring a total of 46 
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The Reverend Edward V. Reilly 
Athletic Director (1944) 


Eleven Baskethall Trophies 
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points in two games on the home court, and at the Arena dropped 
in 19 counters against Saint Raphael’s in the tourney opener, 17 
against Cheverus, and 13 more against Saint Joseph’s. Playing the 
second half of each game in Boston with three fouls tagged on 
him, he managed to get his share of the points. He was named the 
most valuable player in the meet, and with his teammate, Bob 
Donahue, was chosen on the All-Tournament team. Bob, Captain 
of this year’s team, received the Central Massachusetts Catholic 
League Sportsmanship trophy for the ’42-’43 season. 


A testimonial banquet was tendered the Saint John’s Pioneer 
Basketball squad. Among the invited guests were several mem- 
bers of the faculty, headed by Reverend Brother Nathan, C.F.X., 
Principal; the Reverend Charles Carey, Pastor of the Church of 
Our Lady of Angels and chaplain of the Knights of Columbus, 
who presented the trophy donated by that society; Mr. Bedard, 
who represented the Fourth Degree Knights of the Alhambra 
Council; Mr. Banx and Chick Morse, who addressed the gather- 
ing; and the Saint John’s Athletic Director, Reverend Edward V. 
Reilly, who extended sincere thanks to all the well-wishers who 
made possible such an elaborate and enjoyable event. 


The football team of this past season did their best, but the bas- 
ketball team of 1944 went two or three better. In winning the 
Catholic League Trophy Title for the second successive year, the 
Pioneers clamped a second potent lock on the coveted trophy. It 
was their determination to add that and several more prizes to that 
trophy case in the Temple Street school, and, under the leader- 
ship of such a coach as Jim Dorsey, they were overwhelmingly 
successful. 


A capacity crowd of 1400 saw the Pioneers capture the play- 
ofis finale and win the Central Massachusetts Catholic High 
School championship for the third year in a row. This victory was 
the second in three games against Saint Peter’s and gave Saint 
John’s permanent possession of the Worcester Telegram and The 
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Evening Gazette Trophy, which had been in competition for five 
years, the Alhambra Council, K. of C. trophy, and another trip 
to Boston to defend their twice-won New England Catholic inter- 
scholastic championship. Because of the amount of silver at stake 
in this game for the contest, one scribe appropriately christened it 
the “Silver Bowl.” 


In the eleventh annual New England Catholic Interscholastic 
Basketball Tournament, Saint John’s, after beating Mount Saint 
Joseph’s of Rutland, Vermont, and Immaculate Conception of 
Revere, handed Saint Raphael’s of Pawtucket a 36-30 setback to 
annex the New England Catholic schoolboy basketball champion- 
ship before 2500 fans at the Boston Arena. These boys from the 
Heart of the Commonwealth thus retired the Cardinal O’Connell 
trophy with their third straight triumph, a prize that had been in 
competition since 1934. Besides this massive piece of silver, an 
additional trophy for the first place winners was also added to 
that trophy case in the Temple Street school. 


The tournament winners also received gold basketballs. Tro- 
phies were also presented to the All-Tournament team players, 
which included Bobby Donahue as center and John Paul Sullivan 
as forward. And so, in 1944, a determination born ten years be- 
fore finally reached a most successful maturity. 


Nearly two hundred and fifty years ago, Dryden the poet, in 
praising Alexander the Great, wrote ““None but the brave deserves 
the fair.” These modern athletic conquerers certainly deserve 
every praise, but the crowning laurel doubtlessly goes to Coach 
Dorsey whose modest personality and silent strategy led them on 
to victory. Besides coaching and teaching at Saint John’s, Mr. 
Dorsey is also the instructor in several daily periods of physical 
training. These periods are quite popular with the student body, 
not only because there are no books attached to them but because 
these boys have been taught to realize that a sound mind in a 
sound body is a cardinal principle of Catholic education. They 
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have been taught by their competent instructor that self-rest+a int, 
cooperation, and fair play, as well as physical health are valuable 
and essential not only for success in competitive athletics but like- 
wise necessary for successful achievement in all forms of human 
endeavor. Following the example of their leader, they have learn- 
ed that a good sportsman is also a gentleman. For all these ac- 
complishments, the faculty and boys of Saint John’s are deeply 
grateful to Mr. James J. Dorsey. A noted referee, Mr. Dorsey is 
keenly interested in counteracting juvenile delinquency, and for 
this reason was recently invited by the Waskanut Textile Mili. of 
Farnumsville to direct a Boys’ Club in that town, where he de- 
votes several evenings a week to this noble work. 


The leading scorers of the 1944 basketball varsity were: ‘Japt. 
Donahue, 300; Bill Cody, 82; Joe “Snuffy” Sullivan, 74; Earl 
Berry, 56; Dick Burke, 50; “Deano” Davis, 44; Phil Hayward, 
35; Paul Senior, 28; —- among several others. These totals do 
not include the additional points made at the Boston tourney; for 
example, the 36 gains by Bobby Donahue, 30 by J. P. Sullivan, 


etc. 


According to custom A.A. jackets were presented to the seniors 
who had participated in varsity sports. Those recipients of this 
year’s awards were: Bob Donahue, Ray Fortier, Phil Hayward, 
Frannie Donahue, Bill Cronin, Austie Kennedy, George Kuzmic- 
kas, Deano Davis, and the deserving junior, Andy Callahan. All 
these were members of the football team, only two of them play- 
ing basketball. 


Two days after the tournament, Robert T. “Bobby” Donahue, 
having successfully passed his college entrance examination sev- 
eral weeks before, entered Holy Cross College. 


Joseph Paul “Snuffy” Sullivan and Paul Senior were elected 
co-captains of next year’s basketball team. With the competent 
players left over from this year, the future ‘success of athletics at 
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Saint John’s is expected to be an imitation of the pleasing ex- 
ample of the past. 


Most of the athletes mentioned in this history of sports at Saint 
John’s were, as has been already stated, not only three letter men 
but also honor students in scholastic pursuits as well. It will be 
noted that several outstanding athletes of the past have aspired to 
the priesthood — all of which proves that the terms “sound | 
minds” and “sound bodies” may be _ safely considered 
synonymous. 


Before Juvenal had quite reached the age of reason, Saint Paul, 
while a prisoner in Rome for the second and last time, realizing 
his death was near, wrote a letter to his friend Timothy. This 
epistle contains the exultant passage: | 


I have fought the good fight, I have finished the 
course, I have kept the faith. For the rest, there is laid 
up for me a crown of justice, which the Lord, the just 
Judge, will give to me in that day; yet not to me only, 
but also to those who love His coming. 


In all the writings of Saint Paul there is perhaps nothing so 
sublime as these words of the aged athlete, whose faith was. 
stronger than ever, who knew no weariness, who left the stadium 
because the race had been won, who emerged from the spiritual 
tournament justly crowned a champion. The propagation of his 
fervent faith had been greatly aided by his physical energy and 
endurance and — even before the phrase had been coined — he 
exemplified “‘a strong mind in a strong body.” May every Catholic 
youth who participates in this same spiritual arena profit by his 


example! 


CHAPTER XXII 
THE XAVERIAN GUILD 
OF WORCESTER 


This sketch of the work of the Brothers at Saint John’s would 
not be complete without an expression of appreciation and grati- 
tude to the Xaverian Guild of Worcester, an organization of wom- 
en residing in all sections of the City and its environs, comprising 
the mothers and relatives of alumni and students of Saint John’s 
High School. These zealous ladies have been most generous witb 
their time and assistance in aiding the Brothers materially, and 
their numerous undertakings have been blessed with success. 


Our Lord Himself promised that those who leave mother and 
home for His sake shall receive a hundredfold in this life as a 
part of their reward. To the Brothers of Worcester, the Xaverian 
Guild is verily a part of this hundredfold; and having sacrificed 
the presence of an earthly mother, these Brothers have been com- 
pensated with literally hundreds of other mothers whose friendly 
interest in them has Btcally helped to carry on the work in behalf 
of God’s children. 


The Xaverian Guild is only about six years old, but the zealous 
cooperation of its members has given it mature and edifying 
strength. One month before the Brothers moved to their new home 
on Winthrop Street, preliminary steps in the organization of the 
Xaverian Guild were taken on February 25, 1938, at a meeting of 
the mothers of the students in Saint John’s High School at the 
school gymnasium. The purpose of this meeting was to form a 
charitable organization to assist the Xaverian Brothers, and 
shortly later, officers were elected. At this first meeting, the Rey- 
erend Brother Ronan, Principal of the school, presided. Speakers 
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included John F. McGrath, school committeeman-at-large, and 


James A. McCarthy. 


Much credit is due to those who were active in effecting this 
organization: Mrs. William F. O’Leary, Mrs. John J. Deedy, Mrs. 
M. A. McCarthy, Mrs. Joseph Petit, and Miss Mary Looney. Two 
of these charter members, Mrs. O’Leary and Mrs. Petit, have 
since been called to God to receive the benefit of their labors in 


behalf of the Brothers. 


At the first meeting, plans for furnishing the new home of the 
Xaverian Brothers were discussed, and it was voted to hold an 
aluminum and grocery shower on March 4th, in Saint John’s 
School gymnasium. A large committee was appointed, with Mrs. 
Michael McCarthy as chairman, and their noble endeavor cer- 
tainly met with enviable success. 


Meetings are held every two months, at which time the ordinary 
business of the society is transacted and at the conclusion of which 
is a social hour, hostesses being regularly appointed for this occa- 
sion. Election of officers is held in September of each year, the 
officers serving for one year. In addition to the meetings, the 
Guild generally hold cake or food sales and penny sales during 
the year; and during the Christmas season the members gather at 
the Brothers’ residence for an evening of seasonal enjoyment. Out- 
standing of the annual activities is the Monster Bridge Party, 
usually held at the Knights of Columbus Club House. This latter 
event has become one of the social events of the season in 
Worcester, 


Those instrumental in forming this society held office until the 
following year. The Principal of the School is re-elected treasurer 
each year, and recently an amendment places past presidents on 
the Board of Control. The officers of the Guild who functioned 
since the beginning were replaced by the following, elected at the 
first meeting of the new school year, 
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1938-1939: 


President: 
Vice President: 


Secretary 


Board of Control: 
Mrs. Michael Fell 
Mrs. Mary Ledger 


Mrs. Martin A. Earls 
Mrs. Henry J. Steinberg 
Mrs. John J. Price 


Mrs. James Dorsey 
Mrs. Joseph E. Prunier 
Mrs. Margaret Riley 


The following is the list of officers in the Xaverian Guild since the 


first election: 
1939-1940: 


President: 
Vice President: 
Secretary 


Board of Control: 
Mrs. George Early 
Mrs. George Uihlein 


1940-1941: 


President: 
Vice President: 
Secretary 


Board of Control: 
Mrs. George V. Uihlein 
Mrs. Francis P. Hussey 


1941-1942: 


President: 
Vice President: 
Secretary 


Board of Control: 
Mrs. Thomas Curran 
Mrs. James Dorsey 


Mrs. John Joyce 


Mrs. Walter Moriarty 
Mrs. William McNamee 
Mrs. Patrick Sullivan 


Mrs. Alfred Boursy 
Mrs. John E. Tyler 
Mrs. James L. Whittey 


Mrs. John J. Price 
Mrs. William F. O’Leary 
Mrs. John G. Deedy 


Mrs. W. H. McNamec 
Mrs. Thomas F. McGinn 
Mrs. Thomas F. O’Brien 


Mrs. Patrick Sullivan 
Mrs. James L. Whittey 
Mrs. Thomas F. McGinn 


Mrs. Walter Moriarty 
Mrs. Anne Smith 
Mrs. George Uihlein 
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1942-1943: 


President: 
Vice President: 
Secretary 


Board of Control: 


Mrs. George Early 
Mrs. Foster Lindsay 
Mrs. William Luby 


1943-1944: 


President: 
Vice President: 
Secretary 


Board of Control: 


Mrs. Michael McCarthy 
Mrs. Patrick Sullivan 


Mrs. Michael McCarthy 
Mrs. William Cronin 
Mrs. Mortimer J. Buckley 


Mrs. Edward Moroney 
Mrs. Edward Mullen 
Mrs. James Whittey 


Mrs. Francis Benison 
Mrs. William Mattimore 
Mrs. Raymond Hurley 


Mrs. Martin Earls 
Mrs. John J. Price 
Mrs. Walter Moriarty 


The success of the purpose of this worthy society can be visibly 
noted in the Brothers’ beautiful home. The Xaverian Guild of 
Worcester has helped immeasurably to cement the bond of union 
so necessary between the school and the home; and has aided 
considerably in the formation of Catholic youth — a work so 
sacred to the members of the Guild and to the teachers of their 
children. Each day the Brothers pray for their benefactors, beg- 
ging God, Who alone can rightly reward those who do anything in 
and for His Name, to bless abundantly with just deserts the mem- 
bers of the Xaverian Guild of Worcester. 
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Brother Francis Xavier 
(Theodore James Ryken) 


Founder of Xaverian Brothers 


CHAPTER XXIII 
CONGREGATION OF THE BROTHERS 
OF SAINT FRANCIS XAVIER 
ITS NAME — SPIRIT — DRESS — 
AND THE APOSTOLATE OF EDUCATION 


The full name of the society founded by Theodore James Ryken 
on June 5, 1839, is the Congregation of the Brothers of Saint 
Francis Xavier. However, they are usually referred to as the 
Xaverian Brothers. They are a religious order — or more pre- 
cisely, a congregation — approved by the Church, wear a dis- 
tinctive dress, and live in community, seeking primarily their 


personal sanctification by the observance of the vows of the three 
evangelical virtues. They do not become priests but cooperate in 


the great teaching apostolate of the hierarchy by devoting them- 
selves to the Christian education of boys. They conduct schools 
— grade, high, commercial, technical, and vocational — seeking 
to fulfill the special purpose of their institution, and bearing in 
mind the words of Daniel, the Prophet: 


But they that are learned shall shine 
as the brightness of the firmament: 
And they that instruct many unto justice, 
as stars for all eternity. 


The Founder chose Saint Francis Xavier for the special patron 
of his society in order to signify a desire to spread its zeal to all 
countries, especially to missionary countries, to which God might 
deign to call it. This zealous Jesuit missionary went through the 
streets of India and Japan ringing a hand-bell to gather the chil- 
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dren about him, and these, in turn, would return home to carry 
the lessons taught them. 


The initials “C.F.X.” are usually added to the name of a mem- 
ber of the Congregation of Xaverian Brothers. Titles and eccles- 
iastical abbreviations are means of confusion to strangers; and 
even students, especially “new boys”, frequently inquire the 
meaning of this apparently algebraic term. On one occasion an 
elderly Brother, while traveling by train, was interrogated by an 
erudite but inquisitive passenger who tried to make an impression 
on his circumstantial listener. After a dissertation in which a per- 
sonal list of degrees were subtly mentioned, the stranger asked: 
“Father,” (this is the usual address given by strangers to wearers 
of the Roman collar) “‘what titles or degrees do you hold?” 


“Why,,” replied the Brother who was at an age when the title of 
“St.” before his name was of more importance than any degree 


following it, “I have the honor of appending “C.F.X.” to my 
name.” The stranger, not wishing to exhibit ignorance, managed 
to appear satisfied and impressed. 


Every Religious Community uses ecclesiastical abbTeviations to 
indicate the group of which he or she is a member. These initials 
may be Latin; as, “Societas Jesu”, or English; as, “Sisters of 
Saint Joseph’. (Two nuns of this order had difficulty convincing 
a non-Catholic that they were really Sisters of Saint Joseph, since 
this uniformed person reasoned that if Saint Joseph did have any 
sisters still living they certainly wouldn’t look so young). In the 
early days the Brothers wrote, if at all, ““X.B.” after their names. 
A list of names dated 1914, has “‘C.X.B.” added to the Brothers’ 
names. However, the current custom abbreviates the Latin desig- 
nation “Congregationes Fratrum Xaverianorum” to “‘C.F.X.” 


The spirit of the Congregation is to be traced back to the in- 
fluence of the Jesuit confessor and counsellor of Theodore James 
Ryken, Father Van Kerkhoven, who drew up the original rules 
in 1839. The members of this Congregation endeavor to cultivate 
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more especially a spirit of prayer, simplicity, of mortification, of 
great zeal for souls, and, above all, of an extraordinary obed- 
ience which will dispose them to submit in all difficult circum- 
stances, particularly when they are sent on foreign missions. The 
supreme rule of all perfection is the Divine Will of God; and, for 
religious, the holy rule is the expression of God’s Will. On the 
seventh day of November, 1939, during the centennial annivers- 
ary of the founding of the Congregation, Our Holy Father Pius 
XII benignly deigned to give final approval and confirmation to 
the Constitution of the Congregation of the Brothers of Saint 
Francis Xavier. : 


_ The circumstances of being trained in the novitiate at St. Trond, 
Belgium, no doubt, influenced the Founder to model the religious 
garb of his order after that of the Redemptorists. The habit of a 
Xaverian Brother consists of a black cassock with a white collar 
attached and an ordinary belt of the same material as the habit. 
Ten buttons (concealed), in honor of the ten missionary years of 
Saint Francis Xavier, close the front, whose lower third is sewed. 
A chaplet is hung at the left side of the belt, or cincture, and a 
crucifix partly visible is worn at the breast. The novices wear the 
same habit as the professed. In the Belgian Congo, white habits © 
are worn according to the custom of that country necessitated by 
the climate. The outdoor dress worn by the Brothers is such as 
that worn by the religious of the country in which they live. 
Wherever the Roman collar is worn, it has an opening cut in front 
or a black strip attached. 


The habit of the Brothers teems with symbolism, which is dest- 
ined to keep before them the purpose of their being religious. 
This symbolism is traditional with them. 


The color of the habit is black, reminding them of death. By 
dying to the world and worldly things, they die ahead of time. To 
the religious who has honored the habit in life, there will be no 
surrender at death, for he will have surrendered years ahead of 
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death. Death but finds him on the side of the victor awaiting the 
spoils of war. 


The habit is surmounted by a narrow white collar, denoting the 
beautiful lily of purity that blooms on the black stem of mortifica- 
tion. In eternity, it will have grown into that “white garment” of 
those “‘who follow the Lamb withersoever He goeth about the 


courts of heaven.” 


The cincture, or belt, reminds the wearer that he is bound to 
the service: of Christ — it is as the wedding ring in the marriage 
ceremony. It is neither tight fitting nor tightly clasped — in no 
hard or fast manner is he bound to service. With the will free, 
he bound himself; and with the same free will, he holds himself 
bound: God’s grace holding him. 


At the left side, the chaplet of our Blessed Mother hangs. It is 
as the sword of the officer of the Army, warding off through its 
strength and power the attacks of the evil one — Mary’s sworn 
enemy and the religious’. Weighing the chaplet is a medal. On one 
side is the image of our Immaculate Mother — through whom all 
graces come — on the other, is depicted the death of Saint Fran- 
cis Xavier, their glorious patron. In poverty and suffering he 
died; in richness and glory he lives. To the Brothers, these are 
qualities worthy of imitation. Devotion to Mary Immaculate will 
take them under her bright blue mantle daily and forever; and 
when temptations assail them and they are in danger of oftend- 
ing her Divine Son, then Mary, their dearest Mother, will draw 
her mantle of protection close around them, press them to her 
Maternal Heart, and keep them all for Jesus. 


On their breast —— near the heart — reposes the crucifix, the 
symbol of the Author and Inspiration of the labors of all re- 
ligious. “Through Him, and with Him, and in Him” they began 
the labor, begin each action, and hope, likewise to end it. 
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Because is has been approved and blessed by Holy Mother 
Church, the Brothers respect their Habit. [t is the outward mark 
of the discipleship of Christ, a sign of His special love. It has 
come down to them from their revered Founder, and through 
it many of them have attained the sanctity and reward that await 
those who persevere in wearing it. By honoring God through the 
Habit in time, He will honor the wearer through it in eternity. 


At the present day the number of educational orders in the 
world far exceeds the contemplative. It is the want of the age; it 
is one of the most excellent of all zealous labors. Theodore 
James Ryken and the other Founders of teaching orders were far- 
seeing in their efforts to propagate this noble apostolate of educa- 
tion. The Reverend B. Veracryusse, S.J., in his “Practical Medi- 
tations”’ states: 


“Education forms men, moulds generations, decides the fate of 
individuals in time and eternity, the fate of families and king- 
doms. Good education gives worthy priests to the sanctuary, leg- 
isolators and just magistrates to the state; it supplies good 
children to families, and forms those who are fitted to be heads 
of households; it gives protectors to religion, and saints to heaven. 
There are other works of zeal more attractive than the instruction 
of children and the education of youth, but none more solid, 
more fruitful, more worthy of the esteem of God and men.” 


The cause of Catholic education has received much attention 
in Worcester, and as a result the summit of more than one green 
hill that guards the city is crowned with Catholic schools, that, 
year after year, send out pupils well equipped to fight the battle 
of life. The aim of the Catholic teacher — Priest, Sister, and 
Brother — is not to send out from the schools prodigies, or even 
unusual scholars, but thoroughly educated young men and wom- 
en filled with zeal and enthusiasm for the highest and the best in 
the spiritual, the intellectual, and the social life; intelligent, re- 
fined young men and women, who are first and foremost loyal, 


GOLDEN CONQUEST 


Isidore Hall, Xaverian College — 


., 


ilver Spring, 


Md 


CONGREGATION OF THE BroTHERS 215 


practical Catholics and good citizens, yet human still with petty 
faults and youthful foibles. Brother Julian Ryan, C.F.X., aptly 
expressed what the work of a good Catholic teacher is, when he 
wrote: . 


The century’s aim, it seems to be 
Krecting structures high; 

But higher still the teacher’s art — 
He builds beyond the sky. 


This is the sole end and object of their teaching, and if they 
achieve this aim, their most sanguine expectations will be real- 
ized and rewarded. | 


CHAPTER XXIV 
THE CHRISTIAN FAMILY 


IN DEFENSE OF THE CHRISTIAN HOME 


Then homeward all take off their sev’ral way; 
The youngling cottagers retire to rest; 
The parent-pair their secret homage pay, 
And proffer up to Heaven the warm request 
That He Who stills the raven’s clam’rous pride, 
- Would, in the way His wisdom sees the best, 
For them and for their little ones provide, 
But chiefly in their hearts with grace divine preside. 
— Robert Burns 


Catholic Education would be impossible without the true Cath- 
olic philosophy, or practical wisdom, of life in regards to the 
family. The family, although it is the smallest unit of society, is, 
nevertheless, the foundation of all human relationship. Pope Leo 
XIII in one of his great encyclicals states: “The family is the 
cradle of civil society, and it is largely within the confines of the 
domestic hearth that is prepared the destiny of Nations.” Catholic 
philosophy plays a large part in the life of the family as we know 
it. By raising marriage to the dignity of a sacrament, Christ also 
sanctified the family, making it the Christian Family. 


In their hatred of Christ, some writers have gone even so far 
as to maintain and declare that Our Lord showed signs of abnor- 
mality by preaching hatred of the family. Christ did say: “Who is 
My Mother, and who are My brethren? Whosoever doth the will 
of God, he is brother and sister and mother to Me.” But these 
words are not a denial of the claims of family ties, nor do they 
imply any censure of His Mother and brethren. Jesus merely 
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asserts that there are far stronger and higher claims. We do not 
call those madmen, but heroes, who set their calling in life, their 
duty towards their God, their country, and their fellow-men above 
their duties toward their families. On the cross Christ showed 
how much He loved His Mother. He also ordained that Saint 
Joseph should be the head of the holiest family on earth. The 
Gospels are full of incidents which show the tender, loving Heart 
of Jesus towards the families of Lazarus, Peter, and of all Jerus- 
alem, including the little children whom their mothers brought 
to Him to bless. 


God and nature have made the family sacred; its members are 
bound together by holy love. But the Christian Family which 
springs from the sacrament of matrimony, is far superior to the 
natural family in its sanctity, in its spirit of selfsacrifice, and in 
the happiness of its members. We see the father and mother lovy- 
ing each other with an undying love, greater-than-earthly regard, 
an affection that will bring them through all their hardships to- 
gether. They, following the true Catholic philosophy, carry out the 
wishes of God. They labor on earth to save their immortal souls 
and the souls of their children. No matter what may be the state 
of their physical existence, or the humbleness of their dwelling, 
they are extremely happy doing God’s work by holding aloft the 
bright light of Catholicity. In such families divorce is fervently 
boycotted. 


The mother, especially, imparts this philosophy to the children, 
realizing that the duties of parents to their children are embraced 
in the word “education”. According to Pope Leo, “Education 
means training, that is, instruction, by word and example, by sug- 
gestion and direction, by encouragement and repression, by re- 
ward and punishment.” From the earliest days, as soon as they 
receive the power of speech, the children are taught little things 
— a word, a sentence, a prayer, the Sign of the Cross. Their every 
word is another profession of love of God: As the child grows 
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older, the mother sees in him another Christ-Child, innocent and 
holy, for was not the Child Christ the chief member of the Holy 
Family, that model and pattern of Christian families for all 
time? Her work bears fruit when the child begins to understand 
what before were mere words. 


How thankful children should be for childhood! It is then 
that the benefits of a Christian family are implanted. in their 
souls, the rich harvest of which they will reap later in life. They 
are loved and supported until they can support themselves; they 
are instructed in all that is required to enable them to be a suc- 
cess in this life and in the next; they are given good example 
through the good Catholic life led by their faithful parents; they 
are. sent to Catholic schools or, at least, their faith is otherwise 
safe-guarded by religious instruction. 


The child now realizes that he, too, has a mission in life. He is 
extremely grateful to his parents, and shows it when he enters a 
Catholic school. There, when he is instructed how to save his soul, 
the influence of his Christian family begins to show itself. He sees 
Christ everywhere and always strives to get nearer and nearer to 
God and his final reward — Heaven. 


He learns that the duties of children toward their parents are 
summed up in the word “honor”, which embraces the trinity of 
reverence, love, and obedience. ‘the child owes reverence to 
his parents, because they share in the creative power of God when 
they gave him his life, and because consequently they share in the 
authority of God over His creatures. He owes the greatest rever- 
ence to his parents all the days of his life. “He that feareth the 
Lord honoreth his parents,” says Ecclesiasticus. His love for his 
parents is found on the ties of blood which bind him to them, and 
is nourished by gratitude for all they have done for him. This 
real and internal affection assures for them his best conduct in 
life and the prayerful remembrance of them after their death. The 
duty of obedience flows from the God-given parental authority, 
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without which a happy family life and his successful education 
would be impossible. 


When the boy becomes a man, he is so well-versed in Catholic 
philosophy that he is able to impart its teachings to his own 
family. 


All this, of course, would have been impossible if the parents 
of the boy-made-man had not obeyed Our Lord’s command: “In- 
crease and multiply and fill the earth.” They carried out this di- 
vine command as do millions of other good Catholics — to the 
contradiction and confusion of those who practice the detestable 
crime of birth control. This form of murder, considered by cer- 
tain pseudo-patriots as a national virtue, is a gross usurpation of 
the power of Almighty God, Who alone has the right to decide 
who will or will not enter this world, just as He has the power to 
remove from it whom He wills. No one may take either power 
unto himself, and those who are guilty of such crimes shall event- 
ually pay the penalty, either in this life or in the inevitable 
hereafter. 


E. A. Guest, in his definition of Home, declares that “it takes 
a heap o’ livin’ in a house t’ make it home.” 


Home ain't a place that gold can buy or get up in 
a minute; 

Afore it’s home there’s got t’ be a heap o’ livin’ 
iieib: 

Within the walls there’s got t’ be some babies born, 
and then 

Right there ye’ve got t’ bring ‘em up t’ women good, 
an’ men. 


We have now seen a sketch of the ideal family on earth — the 
father and mother laboring for their souls’ salvation and that of 
their children; the child endeavoring to be worthy of such noble 
example — a unit, secure because they have true Catholic philos- 
ophy imbedded deeply in their family life. God grant that, after 
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CHAPTER XXV 
GOOD CATHOLIC AMERICANS 
IN DEFENSE OF RELIGIOUS TRAINING 


“I have examined in vain in my efforts to find a labor 
more glorious than that of educating youth.” (Gerson). 


A hero of the present war, Commander Shea, left behind a mes- 
sage, not for his wife and son alone, but for all the world as well: 
“Be a good Catholic and you can’t help being a good American.” 
John Joseph Shea also wrote to his son Jackie: “Get all the edu- 
cation you can.” 


We sometimes hear the statement that the Catholic Church is 
eager to train her children in the knowledge and practice of the 
Faith, but neglects the other branches of human knowledge. It is 
true that religion is the main subject in the curriculum of the Cath- 
olic School, but it is also true that it is by no means the only sub- 
ject. Archbishop Curley maintains: “We could have an eflective 
Catholic school without even directly teaching the Catechism; for 
the force that goes out from the chair of the religious teacher is _ 
what makes for genuine education and character training — this 
alone creates the real religious classroom that effects much for 
God and country.” To accuse the Church of one-sidedness in her 
educational policy, and thereby to insinuate that her children are 
purposely kept in ignorance in order to make them more suscept- 
ible to her teachings, betrays a lack of information concerning the 
real facts. Statistics amply prove that among all institutions in 
the United States States none excels the Catholic Church in the 
promotion of both elementary and higher education. Catholic 
schols today number some 9,000, with a student enrollment ex- 
ceeding 2,000,000. In the maintenance of these schools the 
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Church expends one-third of her annual income — no small item 
when computed in terms of taxes! How absurd it is, then, to im- 
pute to the Church hostility towards education. 


It is also stated that the Catholic Church, as such, never en- 
couraged education but was compelled to adopt some sort of ed- 
ucational system in order to compare favorably with secular or- 
ganizations. This out-landish statement is usually made by oppo- 
nents of the Church who fail to investigate the true facts of his- 
tory. The first school in this country was a Catholic school, opened 
at St. Augustine, Florida, in 1603. Later, the Church had already 
successfully established her educational system when the first 
so-called common or public school was opened — as statistics and 
history undeniably and indelibly state. Harvard, the oldest secu- 
lar institution of learning in America, traces its beginning back 
to 1636, almost three decades after universities had been found- 
ed in Florida; New Orleans had a parochial school in 1722; the 
Sulpician Congregation founded Saint Mary’s Seminary of 
Baltimore in 1791, one of its first students and the second priest 
ordained in the United States being Demetrius Gallitzin, a Rus- 
sian Prince, who labored in that section under the name of Father 
Augustine Schmet; after 1820, free labor insisted on universal 
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education or “public” schools. St. Patrick’s school of Baltimore 
began to exist as a free school in 1815, while our glorious re- 
public was still in its infaney, long before the public school was 
born, thus proving as Archbishop Curley stated: “ .. . the inter- 
est which the Catholic Church has taken in the work of education 
wherever she enjoyed freedom from persecution, and was not de- 
prived of her God-given right to carry out the injunction of her 


Divine Founder, ‘Go forth, teach all nations.’ ”’ 


Refutation of ridiculous and incongrous statements is required 
to defend and protect the Catholic Church against rash judges, 
since those hostile to our religion will use any apparent flaw, even 
without sufficient evidence, to attack Catholicism and the methods 
of fostering it. 
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It is a fact well-founded on experience that to wage and win 
war nations must have capable leaders who can guide their coun- 
try to both a military and an economic victory. Some say that 
leaders are born, but most thoughtful people will agree that qual- 
ities of leadership are inculcated in one as a youth in his early 
training, usually in school. Such early training should consist of 
spiritual education as well as instruction in the arts and sciences. 
If man fails to recognize the existence of God their Creator, of 
what use is their own existence or their secular learning? Twenty- 
five years ago, God or His representative was not invited to the 
Peace Treaty at Versailles; is the current world chaos a result of 
that omission? 


Great men of the past have been spiritual men; great leaders 
of the present also recognize God. A few examples will be suf- 
ficient to prove this (1) George Washington and Abraham 
Lincoln put their trust in God whenever they undertook a new ven- 
ture. Lincoln’s Farewell to the citizens of Springfield, Illinois, on 
his departure for Washington included these spiritual thoughts: 


A duty devolved upon me which is, perhaps, greater 
than that which has devolved upon any other man since 
the days of George Washington. He never could have 
succeed except for the aid of Divine Providence, upon 
which he at all times relied. I feel that I cannot succeed 
without the same Divine Aid which sustained him; and 
in the same Almighty Being I place my reliance for sup- 
port; and I hope you, my friends, will all pray that I 
may receive that Divine Assistance, without which I 
cannot succeed, but with which success is certain. 


(2) The following excerpt forms a vital part of General Mac- 
Arthur’s Order of the Day, following the victory at New Guinea: 


To God Almighty I give thanks for that guidance 
which has brought us to this success in our great cru- 
sade. His is the honor, the power, and the glory forever. 
Amen. : 
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(3) President Roosevelt on last Christmas eve expressed prayer- 
ful recognition of Almighty God in his report on the overseas 
conferences, an outright recognition of God unusual in the state- 
ments of leaders of present-day governments: 


Tonight, on Christmas eve, all men and women every- 
where who love Christmas are thinking of that ancient 
town and of the star of faith that shone there more than 
nineteen centuries ago. American boys are fighting today 
in snow covered mountains, in malarial jungles, and on 
blazing deserts. They are fighting on the far stretches of 
the sea and above the clouds, and the thing for which 
they struggle is best symbolized by the message that 
came out of Bethlehem. On behalf of the American 
people — your own people — I send this Christmas 
message to you who are in our armed forces: In our 
hearts are prayers for you and all your comrades in 
arms who fight to rid the world of evil. We ask God’s 
blessing upon you — upon your fathers and mothers, 
wives and children — all your loved ones at home. We 
ask that the comfort of God’s grace shall be granted to 
those who are sick and wounded, and to those who are 
prisoners of war in the hands of the enemy, waiting for 
the day when they will again be free. And we ask that 
God receive and cherish those who have given their lives, 
and that He keep them in honor and in the grateful me- 
mory of their countrymen forever. God bless us all. God 
keep us strong in our faith that we may fight for a better 
day for humankind here and everywhere. 


(4) Good Christians realize that Christmas without Christ is 
nothing else but an ordinary holiday. The Chicago “Tribune”, a 
secular newspaper, last December 25th, gave editorial recogni- 
tion to the divine fact of Christmas in the heartening and courage- 
ous “Lest We Forget”’: 
Once again in the midst of war, we celebrate the birth 
of the Prince of Peace. Cynics will say that the state of 


the world measures our faith, but let them not make too 
much of their point. The war in Asia was started by men 
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who did not know Christ and the war in Europe by men 
who, though reared in the Christian faith, have openly 
declared their rejection of it .For nearly two thousand 
years, now, mankind has sought to evade the blinding 
truth that comes to us from the manger, the truth that 
all betterment must flow from the heart, born of a keen- 
er sense of the fatherhood of God and the brotherhood of 
man. As He said: “Therefore, all things whatsoever 
ye would that men should do to you, do ye even so to 
them; for that is the Law and the Prophets.” 


Such examples show that the spiritual and material may be 
mixed, a fact realized by men of thought; and that these and 
other great men of reason never put religion in the background. 
Yet, most secular schools of our country have brought up their 
children in a condition of spiritual illiteracy for over three hun- 
dred years, stressing, if at all, only natural virtues. 


Prominent men in educational circles have seen this lack of 
religious education as a backward factor in our secular schools. 
While president of Princeton University, Woodrow Wilson, con- 
trary to his future actions, remarked on this topic: “We all know 
that our children of the last two decades have not been educated. 
With all our training we have trained nobody; with all our instruc- 
ting we have instructed no one.” It is time we learned as a nation 
that there can be no public morality without religion. We would 
do well to ponder the words of George Washington, who, in his 
Farewell Address, gave us a lesson we are slow to learn: 


Let us with caution indulge the supposition that mor- 
ality can be maintained without religion. Whatever may 
be conceded to the influence of refined education on 
minds of peculiar structure, reason and experience both 
forbid us to expect that national morality can prevail in 
exclusion of religious principle. 


Pope Leo’s definition is equally clear: 
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Education means a progressive and well-ordered de- 
velopment of man’s three-fold powers, physical, intel- 
lectual, and moral. It means the proper formation of the 
whole man — body, mind, and will. 


May we not conclude, then, that education without religion, like 
faith without good works, is dead? 


With the divine gift of faith, nourished and fostered. in our re- 
ligious schools, come also the civic virtues of hope, love, charity, 
fortitude, and peace — to mention only a few. We are taught 
that Christ was one of us, and when we assert that ‘Christ is our 
Brother we give voice to the most consoling doctrine of the Catho- 
lic Church. This earth has been sanctified by His presence. When 
we stand and look about us in the solemn hush of early morning 
and watch the glorious Monarch of day as he creeps majestically 
out of the East, we can reflect and say: Christ viewed this sublime 
spectacle as we do now! When we look with poignantly saddened 
hearts at an orange sunset and watch our dreams turn grey and 
see in the end of day an inkling of the shortness of our own life, 
we can ponder upon the fact that the Heart of our Brother was 
likewise thrilled and saddened over just such a scene — that the 
sunset brought to mind how He would go down blood-red on an 
evening on Calvary; but after the sunset there would be an after- 
math, a glorious sunrise — after Good Friday was to come Easter 
Sunday! When we consider current lawlessness, we can also recall 
that our Brother, on the contrary, taught us patriotism when he 
advised: “Render to Caesar the things that are Caesar’s, and to 
God the things that are God’s.” x 


Hence, from morning till night, from dawn of morn to dusk of 
eve, in each of our actions, trials, enemy accusations, even the 
most trivial, we have the consoling assurance that Christ has gone 
through the same routine that is expected of us, His followers. 
This changes the entire complexion of life. Our outlook on life is 
subdued because of His sojourn in our midst. He has conquered 
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and won! The road He trod is not too steep, too laborious. We 
can actually follow in His footsteps —- we can go and do likewise! 

Where else but in the Catholic School can we be taught such 
sublime lessons? Grave as the problem of youthful crime is today, 
our country can thank the Catholic School that it is not more se- 
vere. In them, at least, are taught moral responsibility to God, 
the sanctity of the home, and the binding obligations of «justice 
and charity to all men. The Catholic Church today is preparing to 
give to the world men and women, spiritually, mentally, and 
physically trained in her educational institutions, who will guide 
this world safely through this global conflict to a ee which, 
God grant it, will be everlasting. : 


Graduates of a Catholic School step off the production-line of 
Catholic education to join Christ’s Army of Catholicism, three 
hundred million strong. Their faith makes them confident that, 
with their fund of knowledge received in a truly Catholic environ- 
ment, they can take their places unashamed among millions more 
like them, to prove to the world that the Catholic Church with her 
schools system is worthy of praise and credit for having been a 
great factor in the development and advancement of our Nation 
in the past and is still prepared for the present. They are also 
firmly confident that the Church will continue to be instrumental 
in providing the men and women who will finally win and keep 
that lasting peace which the world cannot give and for which we 
are all praying — the fulfillment of which was promised to us 
two thousand years ago at the birth of Christ, our Brother and 
Leader, when an angelic chorus sang: 


Glory to God in the highest, and on earth 
peace to men of good will! 


The story of Catholicity and its off-spring, education, in the 
“Heart of the Commonwealth” is one of the obstacles, in the 
course of human events, overcome and of victories and conquests 
triumphantly gained. Today the Catholics of Worcester far ex- 
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ceed in. numbers those who gathered around Father Fitton, and 
they may well rejoice to see their temples of faith and of learning 
staunchly standing side by side in all sections of this city. Generous 
hearts and willing hands were needful to bring about the trans- 
formation; and in this eventful year of the twentieth century, one 
hundred and ten years after the offering of the first Mass in 
Worcester, the tiny leaf that the Xaverian Brothers have humbly, 
yet proudly, entwined into Saint John’s wreath of laurel is one of 
assurance that the same hearts and hands are still and ever shall 
be, by the grace of God, at her command to help carry on the 
great work of progress in the labor of conquering hearts and 
souls for God and country. 


CHAPTER XXVI 
XAVERIAN ESTABLISHMENTS IN 
THE AMERICAN PROVINCE 


A sketch of Xaverian Activities in the America of 1944 is as 
follows: 


The Administrative Body of the American Province consists of: 
The Very Reverend Brother Edmund, Provincial, Brother Vin- 
cent, First Assistant, and Supervisor of Schools; Brother Benja- 
min, Second Assistant and Vocation Director; Brother Jason; 
Brother Mark; Brother Victorian, Provincial Treasurer and Sec- 
retary and Xaverian Day Director. 


In the honored roll of this Province the first in order are the 
worthy jubilarians. One has observed his diamond jubilee, head- 
ing the distinguished company of seventeen who have passed the 
golden milestone. 


Of the nearly five hundred members in America, only four 
are actually incapacitated, for, as Robert George says: “No sound 
man has the right to retire at any age, unless he wishes to die.” 


Throughout the Province the total enrollment of students num- 
bers nearly thirteen thousand. Nearly nine thousand of these are 
in high schools, including over one thousand boarders, the other 
five thousand being in grammar grades. The present school year 
shows a most notable increase in numbers in almost every school, 
the exceptions being a slight decrease in the Juniorate, the Novit- 
iate, and the Scholasticate. | 


Of interest are the statistics concerning these places of activity: 
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Xaverian Provincialate (1944) —— Brothers Vincent, Edmund, 
Benjamin, and Victorian 


XAVERIANS IN AMERICA Da 


Archdiocese of Baltimore, Maryland: 
Saint Mary’s Industrial School, Baltimore; established in 
1866; 26 Brothers; 204: boys. 


Mount Saint Joseph High School, Baltimore, for many years 
a college; established in 1876; 46 Brothers 1042. boys. 
The Administrative Body resides at the Provincial House 
situated on the same estate. | 


Saint Patrick’s Parochial School, Baltimore; -established in 
1815, taken by the Brothers in 1872; 8 Brothers 363 boys. 
If this be not the oldest parochial school .in the :United 
States —- New Orleans having one in 1722 — it is, at least, 

_ the first to exist in the original United States. Other Commun- 
ities conducted schools, but Saint Patrick’s of Baltimore be- 
gan to exist as a free parochial school in 1815. 


Saint James’ Home, Baltimore; established in 1873; 3 Bro- 
thers; 33 boys. This Home was founded by Cardinal Gibbons 


for boys who work during the day. This year a decrease of 
neariy a score has taken place because of the fact that many 
of these young men have been adopted by their country for 
service. 


Leonard Hall, Leonardtown; founded in 1909; 9 Brothers; 110 
boys. At present this is a Junior Naval School for boys, be- 
ing located on Breton Bay. In connection with it, a summer 
center, Camp Calvert, is conducted, the staff during that sea- 
son being composed of Brothers selected from the Province. 


Xaverian College, under the patronage of Our Lady of Perpet- 
ual Help, Silver Spring; established in 1931. This is the 
Scholasticate for the educational training of the Brothers be- 
fore going forth to teach, most of them attending Catholic 
University. 11 Professed Brothers; 40 Scholastics. 


RA cose of Boston, Massachusetts: 
Saint Patrick’s Parochial School, Lowell; established in 1882: 
9 Brothers; 222 boys. 
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Saint Mary’s Parochial School, Lawrence; established in 1889; 
9 Brothers; 248 boys. This Parish is under the direction of 
the Augustinian Fathers. 


Saint Joseph’s Parochial School, Somerville; established in 


1893; 9 Brothers 283 boys. 


Saint John’s Preparatory School, Danvers; founded in 1891 
as a Juniorate; original purpose diverted in 1907; 21 Bro- 
thers; 272 boys. 


Working Boys’ Home, Newton Highlands; established in 1883 
but was not taken by the Brothers until 1908; its aim is to 
care for orphaned children of the Archdiocese; 12 Brothers; 
130 boys. 


Saint Joseph’s Juniorate, Peabody; founded in 1923 when the 
Aspirants were moved from Old Point Comfort, Virginia. 
Here boys aspiring to the Brotherhood receive a high school 
education previous to entering the Novitiate. 8 Brothers; 53 
Aspirants. 


Keith Academy, Lowell; founded by Cardinal O’Connell in 
1926; 12 Brothers; 373 boys. 


Mission Church High School, Roxbury; established in 1926; 
10 Brothers; 340 boys. This Parish is under the direction 
of the Redemptorist Fathers. 


Immaculate Conception High School, Malden; established in 
1932; 9 Brothers; 360 boys. 


Archdiocese of Detroit, Michigan: | 
Saint Joseph’s Home for Boys, Detroit; established in 1904. 
This is also a Home for working boys. 4 Brothers (one at- 
tending the University of Detroit) ; 39 boys. 
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Archdiocese of Louisville, Kentucky: 

Saint Xavier High School, Louisville; established in 1864. 
This city is the Cradle of Xaverianism in America, Saint 
Patrick’s existing from 1854 to 1858; Eighth Street, from 
1858 to 1860; Green Street, from 1860 to 1864; Fourth 
Street, from 1864 to 1891; and the present Broadway, from 
1891. Saint Stephen Hall, another Community residence, 
opened in 1942. The Brothers moved from Green Street on 
August 14, 1864, to their Fourth Street residence, next to 
Saint Joseph Infirmary, where they continued the select 
school. This school, known for a time as Saint Aloysius Se- 
lect School is properly the beginning of Saint Xavier’s. This 
year is, therefore, the eightieth anniversary of the foundation 


Saint Xavier’s. 40 Brothers; 1236 boys. 


Saint Joseph’s Preparatory School, Bardstown; founded in 
1819; acquired by the Brothers in 1911; 14 Brothers 175 
boys. 


Flaget High School, Louisville; established in 1942; 7 Bro- 
thers; 221 boys. 


Archdiocese of New York, New York: 
Our Lady of Good Counsel High School, New York; estab- 
lished in 1940; 8 Brothers; 301 boys. 


Cardinal Hayes Memorial High School, New York; established 
in 1942. This three and a half million dollar edifice has 
three different teaching Brotherhoods on the staff besides 
several priests. One Xaverian Community, consisting 15 
members, resides in the school itself, while another Com- 


munity of 9 Brothers lives in a home on the Grand Concourse 
a short distance from the school. 2514 boys. 


Diocese of Brooklyn, New York: 
Holy Cross Parochial School, Brooklyn; acquired by the Bro- 
thers in 1920; 9 Brothers; 776 boys. 
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Saint Matthew’s Parochial School, Brooklyn; acquired by the 
Brothers in 1923; 7 Brothers 334 boys. 


Holy Name Parochial School, Brooklyn; acquired by the Bro- 
thers in 1924; 10 Brothers; 810 boys. 


Saint Michael’s Diocesan High School, Brooklyn; established 
in 1926; 15 Brothers; 454 boys. 


Saint Teresa’s Parochial School, Brooklyn; acquired by the 
Brothers in 1935; 10 Brothers 1187 boys. 


Diocese of Portland, Maine: 
John Bapst High School, Bangor, Maine; established in 1933. 
This school is named after the zealous Father Bapst, who suf- 
fered persecution for the faith in that section. 8 Brothers; 


182 boys. 


Diocese of Richmond, Virginia: 

Sacred Heart Novitiate, Fortress Monroe; founded as Old 
Point Comfort College in 1898; changed to Novitiate in 
1921; 6 Professed Brothers; 26 Novices, including Postu- 
lants. The Very Reverend Superior General Brother Am- 
brose, and his two assistants, the Very Reverend Brothers 
Paul and Osmund — all Americans — are temporarily res- 
ident at the Novitiate. 


Diocese of Syracuse, New York: 
Assumption Academy, Utica; acquired by the Brothers in 1917 
until 1932, when Saint Francis de Sales High School was 
acquired; 7 Brothers; 189 boys. 


Diocese of Springfield, Massachusetts: 

Saint John’s High School, Worcester; established in 1894; 
as a High School in 1898; 9 Brothers; 308 boys. The Xa- 
verian Brothers are the only teaching Brothers in this 
Diocese. | 
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“St. John’s School, Worcester, Mass., was the last 
school opened during this period. It was begun on August 
24, 1894. The work has been constant and the progress 
steady. At the end of the first year, 1894-1895, 128 pupils 
had been enrolled in three classes. Last year, 1895.1896, 
showed an enrollment of 225 in five classes.” — Report 
of Brother Robert, first Superior at Worcester, to the 
fourth Provincial Chapter in 1896. 


This year is, therefore, the fiftieth anniversary of the found- 
ation of Saint John’s School for Boys. 


Of the above institutions, eight are community property; 
Mount Saint Joseph, Baltimore; Saint John’s, Danvers; Saint 
Xavier’s, Louisville; Saint Joseph’s, Bardstown; Sacred Heart 
Novitiate, Fortress Monroe; Leonard Hall, Leonardtown; Saint 
Joseph’s Juniorate, Peabody; and Xaverian College Silver 
Spring; the remaining being diocesan or parochial. 


The Congregation of the Brothers of Saint Francis Xavier has 
existed one hundred and five years, ninety of which have been 
spent in America, fifty of those being at Saint John’s in Worcester. 
Many names and events have been omitted from this brief his- 
tory of the Brothers in Worcester during those past fifty years, for 
it was not intended to be extensive or conclusive. It is sufficiently 
consoling to realize that in the drama of life, as in the theater, 
much important and effective work is done behind the curtain as 
well as that performed out front on the stage. In these few pages 
the Past has been, therefore, but merely outlined; and the secret 
struggles have been hidden by the few achievements related. All 
disciples of Christ, like gold, must be tried by fire to test their 
worth; “iron cast into the fire loses its rust, and becomes all bright 
with burning”, says Thomas A Kempis. Chateaubriand states: 
“The most disastrous times have produced the greatest minds. The 
purest metal comes of the most ardent furnace, the most brilliant 
lighting comes of the darkest clouds.” Disastrous times and dark- 
est clouds have been very few at Saint John’s, but — heaven is 
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not given for the mere asking. All Religious are tried through the 
years, and it is but natural that many have been found wanting. 
for the Church of God is human as well as divine; even the first 
Apostolic Congregation, with Christ Himself as its Superior, had 
its Judas who betrayed, its Peter who denied, and its Thomas who 
doubted; but only the latter two repented and thus persevered to 
Sainthood and salvation. Since history repeats itself, Religious 
and Ecclesiastics, high and low, also have failures scored upon 
the Book of Life. These frailities are, of course, to be lamented 
but also covered over with the cloak of charity. Christ says to 
each created soul: 


I am the vine, you are the branches. He who abides in 
Me, and I in him, he bears much fruit; for without Me 
you can do nothing. If anyone does not abide in Me, he 
shall be cast outside as the branch and wither. As the 
branch cannot bear fruit of itself unless it remain on the 
vine, so neither can you unless you abide in Me. 


To the few who fall by the wayside, whether in Religion or in the 
world, there are thousands who are loyal to their cause and faith- 
ful to their God; and to those who “abide in Christ” all Orders 
look with hope for a future worthy of their glorious past. 


There are loyal hearts, there are spirits brave, 
There are souls that are pure and true; 

Then give to the world the best you have, 
And the best will come back to you. 


Give love, and love to your life will flow, 
A strength in your utmost need; 

Have faith, and a score of hearts will show 
Their faith in your work and deed. 


M. S. Bridges 


The Xaverian Brothers of America, in general, and of Saint 
John’s in particular, with love and faith look at the future also 
with hope; and, as with Abou Ben Adhem who loved his fellow 
men, they trust that “their tribe increase”. The Brothers of the 
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Present, by considering the Past, can unhesitatingly look forward 
to a similar happy and blessed Future, and can paraphrase the 
words of Carrie Jacobs-Bond’s song: | 


Well this is the end of a perfect day, 

Near the end of the journey, too, 

But it leaves a thought that is big and strong. 
With a wish that is kind and true. 

For mem’ry has painted this perfect day 
With colors that never fade; 

And they find at the end of a perfect day 
The souls of the friends they've saved! 


Let us, then, of the Present, thank God Our Father for having 
given us the examples of the Past; let us ask Christ the Teacher 
to make our lives like unto His; and let us pray that God the Holy 
Ghost will continue to inspire the Priests, the Religious Teachers, 
and the Students of the Future to advance in Wisdom, and 


Strength, and Grace, before God and Man. 


CHAPTER XXVII 
EPILOGUE - 


SHEPHERDS’ JUBILEE 


_ An ancient Christmas hymn asks: 


Shepherds, why this jubilee? 

Why your rapt’ous strains prolong? 
Say what may the tidings be 

Which inspire your heav'nly song! 


And the answer to each question is: 
Gloria in excelsis Deo! 


With the centennial of the foundation of the present Saint 
John’s Church not so far away, this incomplete sketch is fittingly 
brought to a close; for with that great and imposing event will 
begin a new chapter of the Church’s history in the “Heart of the 
Commonwealth’, a new era of Catholicity, through faith and edu- 
cation, in the City of Worcester and in the Diocese of Springfield. 


In conclusion, no more appropriate thought can be appended ° 
than that contained in an article by the Very Reverend Paul Wal- 
dron, written in ““The Far East” on the occasion of the Silver 
Jubilee of the foundation of Saint Columban’s Foreign Mission 
Society, of which he is Superior. We, therefore, presume the 
privilege of paraphrasing. 


A Jubilee in the life of a Society is a hymn of gratitude to the 
Sacred Heart for His abiding presence and protecting love in the 
years that are past. It is faith become vision. Then we knew in 
part, darkly as in a glass or beneath a veil. Now we see the 
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whole clearly and as it is. The veil is lifted. We are often slow 
to master the great truth that Christ walks among us and holds us 
by the hand and bids us be of good heart. “Fear not, | am with 


99 


you.” How often, when mornings brought little hope and days 
were dreary and nights brought little rest, must not the gentle 
Savior have found it necessary to whisper: “‘Oh, ye of little faith! 

. O foolish ones and slow of heart to believe . . . Did not 
the Christ have to suffer these things before entering into His 
glory?” 


It is when one looks back — not only on the tangled network 
of tasks begun and by God’s blessings completed, but of many 
attempted, ending in disappointment and apparent failure, or 
through timidity never attempted at all — that we recognize a 
plan and an order not of our making. Our eyes are opened to 
the blinding truth that our failures were His success; that better 
things have come than the greatest we had ever sought for or 
dreamed of; that they have come in other ways; that the small 
things, through concord, have increased an hundred-fold. His 
ceaseless mercy pardoned our many mistakes. The bruised reed 
He would not break, neither would He quench the smoking flax. 
All this a Jubilee teaches. God reveals Himself in many ways 
in the passing years. To know this in even a small way is a great 
joy. Nathaniel Hawthorne touched on this idea when he moral- 
ized: 

Sleeping or waking, we hear not the airy foosteps of 
the strange things that almost happen. Does it not argue 
a superintending Providence that, while viewless and un- 
expected events thrust themselves continually athwart our 


path, there should still be regularity enough to mor. 
tal life to render foresight even partially available? 


But Saint Paul better expresses the same idea when he cries 
out: 


Now, to Him Who is able to accomplish all things in 
a measure far beyond what we ask or conceive — to Him 
be glory! 
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The Jubilee of the Xaverian Brothers at Saint John’s is a 
jubilee of the Church, who ever rejoices with her children. That 
our Brothers have been privileged for fifty years to play their 
humble part in teaching the saving truths of Christianity and the 
unspeakable riches of Christ to God’s children — this is our joy 
on this day which the Lord hath made. These same Brothers in- 
vite their generous friends of the hierarchy and priesthood with 
their devoted people who, under God, have made all this possible, 
to share their joy and sing with them their hymn of praise to 
Divine Providence: 


Gloria in excelsis Deo! 
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Date 


1797 
1808 


1808 
1826 


1834 


1839 
1845 
1854 


1870 
1871 
1875 
1894 


1820 
1830 
1840 
1850 
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INTERESTING STATISTICS 


Event 


Birth of Theodore James Ryken 


Baltimore, the first diocese of the United 
States, made an archdiocese 


Diocese of Boston erected 


First Catholics in Worcester 


First Catholic Church (Christ Church) 


in Worcester 


Founding of Xaverian Brothers in 
Bruges, Belgium 


Founding of St. John’s Church in 


Worcester 


Arrival of Xaverian Brothers in 
America 


Diocese of Springfield erected 
Death of Brother Francis Xavier 
Boston made an archdiocese 


Arrival of Xaverian Brothers in 
Worcester 


Reigning Pope 
Pius VI 


Pius VII 
Pius Vil 
Leo XII 


Gregory XVI 
Gregory XVI 
Gregory XVI 


Pius IX 
Pius IX 
Pius IX 
Pius IX 


Leo Xill 


The Catholic population of the United States during 
the 19th century, estimated by the historian, John Gil- 
mary Shea, was as follows: 


— 244,500 1860 —— 3,000,000 
—~* «361,000 1870 -— 4,685,000 
— 1,000,000 1880 — _ 7,067,000 
— 1,726,000 1890 — 10,627,000 


1944, — over 30,000,000 
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PRAYERS FOR THE CHURCH AND FOR THE 
CIVIL AUTHORITIES 


(Composed by John Carroll, first Archbishop of Baltimore) 


From the Interesting Statistics given herein, we learn 
that the early pioneer Catholics of Worcester belonged 
in the Diocese of Boston until 1870, and in the Archdi-— 
ocese of Baltimore until 1875. This prayer of their first 


archbishop, then, is still pertinent to the present 
generation. 


We pray Thee, O almighty and eternal God! Who through 
Jesus Christ hast revealed The glory to all nations, to preserve 
the works of Thy mercy, that Thy Church, being spread through 
the whole world, may continue with unchanging faith in the con- 
fession to Thy name. 


We pray Thee, Who alone art good and holy, to endow with 
heavenly knowledge, sincere zeal, and sanctity of life, our chief 
bishop, N. N., the vicar of Our Lord Jesus Christ, in the govern- 
ment of His Church; our own bishop, N. N., (or archbishop) ; 
all other bishops, prelates, and pastors of the Church; and 
especially those who are appointed to exercise amongst us the 
functions of the holy ministry, and conduct Thy people into the 
ways of salvation. 


We pray, Thee, O God of might, wisdom, and justice! through 
Whom authority is rightly administered, laws are enacted, and 
judgment decreed, assist with Thy holy spirit of counsel and fort- 
itude the President of the United States, that his administration 
may be conducted in righteousness, and be eminently useful to 
Thy people over whom he presides; by encouraging due respect 
for virtue and religion; by a faithful execution of the laws in 
justice and mercy; and by restraining vice and immorality. Let 
the light of Thy divine wisdom direct the deliberations of Con- 
gress, and shine forth in all the proceedings and !aws framed for 
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our rule and government, so that they may tend to the preserva- 
tion of peace, the promotion of national happiness, the increase 
of industry, sobriety, and useful knowledge; and may perpetuate 
to us the blessing of equal liberty. 


We pray for his excellency, the Govenor of this State, for the 
members of the Assembly, for all judges, magistrates, and other 
officers who are appointed to guard our political welfare, that they 
may be enabled, by Thy powerful protection, to discharge the dut- 
ies of their respective stations with honesty and ability. 


We recommend likewise, to Thy unbounded mercy, all our 
brethren and fellow-citizens throughout the United States, that 
they may be blessed in the knowledge and sanctified in the obser- 
vance of Thy holy laws; that they may be preserved in union, and 
in that peace which the world can not give; and after enjoying the 
blessings of this life, be admitted to those who are eternal. 


Finally, we pray to Thee, O Lord of mercy, to remember the 
souls of Thy servants departed who are gone before us with the 


sign of faith, and repose in the sleep of peace; the souls of par: 
ents, relatives, and friends; of those who, when living, were mem- 


bers of this congregation, and particularly of such as are lately 
deceased; of all benefactors who by their donations or legacies 
to this church, witnessed their zeal for the decency of divine wor- 
ship and proved their claim to our grateful and charitable remem- 
brance. To these, O Lord, and to all that rest in Christ, grant, we 
beseech Thee, a place of refreshment, light, and everlasting 
peace, through the same Jesus Christ, our Lord and Saviour. 
Amen. 
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THE TEACHER’S MORNING PRAYER 


Another day has dawned, another long, full day; 
But ere I go to teach, O God, to Thee I pray: 
I thank Thee for the will, the power, the blessed right 
To lead immortal minds in ways of truth and light; 
And yet I feel how small, how futile all my power, 
Unless Thou grant Thy help and grace to me each hour. 
Teach me that I may teach; and by Thy grace, I pray 
Let me not dim for one the brightness of this day. 
Grant me Thy wondrous love that I may touch their souls 
And turn their eager hearts to high and noble goals. 
Give me, for I am frail, Thy patience so divine 
That I may deal with them in tenderness like Thine. 
Let me be kind to them, the dull who often call, 
The trying, restless ones, the weakest, poorest — all! 
Oh, let me not forget that for each little one 
An angel ever pleads before Thy holy throne! 
Grant me Thy strength, Thy love, Thy wisdom deep and free; 
So shall the day be bright and blest, for them and me. 


SACRED HEART OF JESUS 
IN THEE I TRUST 


Trust Him when dark doubts assail thee: 
Trust Him when thy strength is small; 
Trust Him when simply to trust Him 
Seems the hardest thing to all. 

Trust Him, He is ever faithful; 

Trust Him, for His Will is best; 

Trust Him, for the Heart of Jesus 

Is the only place of rest. | 
Trust Him, then, through doubts and sunshine; 
All thy cares upon Him cast 

Till the storm of life is over 

And thy trusting days are past. 


252 GOLDEN CONQUEST 


PRAYER IN HONOR OF THE 
PASSION OF OUR LORD 


Brother Francis Xavier (Theodore James Ryken), 
Founder of the Brothers of Saint Francis Xavier, had 
great devotion to the Sacred Passion of Our Lord. As 
a permanent act of thanksgiving to God for the blessings 
of His providence, the present Very Reverend Superior 
General, Brother Ambrose, C.F.X., desires the spread of 
this devotion. An indulgence of 200 days for each reci- 
tation of this prayer has been granted. Will you not 
join the Brothers in reciting this prayer devoutly every 
day at three o'clock? 


I thank Thee, O- amiable Jesus, that Thou 
hast died for me at the ninth hour, a bitter, 
painful, and ignominious death; I thank Thee 
in the name of all the faithful, and of all 
bad and ungrateful Christians. [ offer to Thee 
Thine own infinite thanksgivings, with those 
of Thy beloved Mother, of all the cherubim and 
seraphim, and of the angels and saints; and 
I unite my thanksgivings with theirs. I pray 
Thee, O beloved Jesus, give me a large share 
in the merits of the last sorrows which Thou 
didst suffer on the Cross for me, when Thy holy 
Soul departed from Thy adorable Body, that so 
I may die a holy, pure and pertect death, that 
I may appear clean and spotless before Thy 
divine tribunal, and so may be delivered from all 
the pains and sufferings of the other life. 

Amen. 
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PRAYER 
of 
Saint Francis of Assisi 


FOR PEACE 


Lord, make me an instrument of Your 
peace. Where there is hatred, let me sow 
love; where there is injury, pardon; where 
there is doubt, faith; where there is 
despair, hope; where there is darkness, 
light; and where there is sickness, joy. 


O Divine Master, grant that 1 may not 

so much seek to be consoled as to console; 
to be understood as to understand; to be 
loved as to love; for it is in giving that 
we receive; it is in pardoning that we are 
pardoned; and it is in dying that we are 
born to eternal life. 


TO SAINT JOSEPH 


At times, within the little shop, 

Saint Joseph all his tools would drop 
And kneel in reverent lowliness 

That Jesus’ love his soul might bless. 


Dear Saint, help me to learn Thy ways 
That ’mid distracting busy days 
My heart may pause and lift its cup 

That Jesus’ love may fill it up. 
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ALMA MATER 


(Air: “Smiling Through’’) F 
Alma Mater, I greet thee, appointed by God 
My Protectress, my mother, to be! 

Oh, the love, oh, the care 

Thou hast shown ev'ry where, 

Both by word and deed, 

In ev’ry need 

To me! 


Alma Mater, I thank God, and Him I extol 
Who gave thee, such a mother, to me. 

May He grant me to live 

So, that full praise I give 

Both by word and deed 


In success, in need, 
To thee! 


S-A-I-N-T J-O-H-N-S 


CONSECRATION TO THE 
SACRED HEART 
O Sacred Heart! filled with infinite 


love broken by my ingratitude and 
pierced by my sins, yet loving me still, 
accept the consecration that | make to 
Thee of all that I am and all that I 

have. Take every faculty of my soul 

and of my body. Only draw me day by 
day nearer and nearer to Thee, O Sacred 
Heart. and there, as I can bear the 
lesson, teach me Thy blessed ways. 


APPENDIX 255 
A BOY'S PRAYER 


I pray, whatever wrong I do, 
[ll never say what is not true; 
Be willing at my tasks each day, 
And always honest in my play. 


Make me unselfish with my joys, 
And generous to the other boys, 
And kind and helpful to the old, 
And prompt to do what I am told. 


Bless every one I love, and teach 

Me how to help and comfort each; 

Give me the strength that right living 
brings, 

And make me good in little things. 


HOME 


God’s mercy spread the sheltering roof; 
Let faith make firm the floor, 
May friends and strangers, all who come 
Find love within the dooi. 
May peace enfold each sleeping place, 
And health surround the board; 
From all the lamps that light the halls 
Be radiant joy outpoured. 
Let kindness keep the hearth aglow, 
And through the windows shine; 
Be Christlike living, on the walls 
The pattern and design. 

—+'T: L. Paine 
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QUEEN OF OUR FORCES 
(Air: “Dear Guardian of Mary”) 


Dear Queen of our Army, America’s might! 
O be thou our Captain, and lead us aright; 

In storm-raging battles, our triumph shall be 
Thou Queen of our Army, our trust is in thee. 


Dear Queen of our Navy, O Star of the Sea! 
We war-weary mortals, are crying to thee; 
The tempests are raging, no hope can we see; 
Sweet Queen of our Navy, our trust is in thee. 


Dear Queen of our Pilots, O shield them on high, 

Midst battles and dangers, O ever be nigh; 

Ah! guard them and guide them, and lead them to thee! 
Sweet Queen of our Pilots, our trust is in thee. 


Dear Queen of our Coast Guard, O thee we implore 
To guide earthly transports to Heaven’s bright shore; 
Oh! watch and protect them, for this is our plea! 
Sweet Queen of our Coast Guard, our trust is in thee. 


Dear Queen of Marines, from thy bright throne above 
Look down on thy children, with eyes filled with love; 
And lead them to Jesus,. for all eternity: 

Sweet Queen of All Fighters, our trust is in thee. 


Dear Queen of our F orces, O please hear our prayer 
That fighters on earth thy Son’s blessings might share: 
From dangers defend them, from sin keep them free. 
Sweet Queen of our Forces, our trust is in thee. 


APPENDIX 


PRAYER FOR OUR FIGHTERS 


(Air: “Mother Dearest’’ ) 
Mary, help our valiant soldiers; 
Guard them all on land and sea; 
Keep them ever near to Jesus 
And, Sweet Mother, close to thee. 


Mary, help them, help, we pray; 
Help our soldiers night and day. 
Bring us peace and, Dearest Mother, 
Bring our boys safe home, we pray. 


Mother, help our wounded sailors; 
Help those sailing o0’er the main; 
Pray that all be won to Jesus, 
Born through grief to live again. 


Mary, help them, help, we pray; 
Help our sailors night and day. 
Bring us peace and, Dearest Mother, 
Bring our boys safe home, we pray. 


Mary, help our absent loved ones; 
Ah, we miss their presence here, 
Help our father, friend, our brother, 
Help them, guard them far and near. 


Mary, help them, help, we pray; 
Help our fighters night and day. 
Bring us peace and, Dearest Mother, 
Bring our boys safe home, we pray. 
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Mary, guide our gallant forces; 
Bid them fight for God and thee; 
May this warfare soon be over 


And united all we’ll be. 


Mary, help them, help, we pray; 
Help our forces night and day. 

Bring us peace and, Dearest Mother, 
Bring our boys safe home, we pray. 


WARTIME CHRISTMAS 
Joyce KitmMeEerR 


Led by a star, a golden star, 

The youngest star, an olden star, 

Here the Kings and the shepherds are 
Akneeling on the ground. 

What did they come to the inn to see? 
God in the Highest, and this is He, 

A baby asleep on His mother’s knee 
And with her kisses crowned. 


Now is the earth a dreary place, 

A troubled place, a weary place, 

Peace has hidden her lovely face 

And turned in tears away. 

Yet the sun, through war-clouds, sees 

Babies asleep on their mother’s knees. 

While there are love and home — and these — 


There shall be Christmas Day. 
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CATHOLIC ACTION HYMN 


An army of youth, 
Flying the standards of Truth, 
We're fighting for Christ, the Lord. 
Heads lifted high, Catholic Action our ery 
And the Cross our only sword. 
On earth’s battle field 
Never a vantage we'll yield 
As dauntlessly on we swing. 
Comrades true, dare and do 
"Neath the Queen’s white and blue, 
For our flag, for our faith, 
For Christ the, King! 


Christ lifts His Hands; 

The King commands; 

His challenge: “Come and follow Me”. 
From every side, with eager stride, 

We form in the lines of victory. 

Let foe-men lurk, and laggards shirk — 
We throw our fortunes with the Lord. 
Mary’s Son, till the world is won, 


We have pledged You our loyal word. 


Our hearts are pure; 

Our minds are sure; 

No sin our gleaming helmet taints. 

No foe-man fierce our shield shall pierce; 
We're Captained by God’s unconquered saints. 
Yet peace we bring; and a gentle King 
Whose law is light and life and love. 
Mary’s Son, may Thy Will be done, 


Here on earth as it is above. 
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A PRAYER FOR PRIESTS 


Keep them, I pray Thee, dearest Lord, 
Keep them, for they are Thine — 

Thy priests whose lives burn out before 
Thy consecrated shrine. 

Keep them, for they are in the world 
Though from the world apart; 

When earthly pleasures tempt, allure — 
Shelter them in Thy Heart. 

Keep them, and comfort them in hours 
Of loneliness and pain, 

When all their life of sacrifice 
For souls seems but in vain. 

Keep them, and O remember, Lord, 
They have no one but Thee; 

Yet they have only human hearts, 
With human frailty. 

Keep them as spotless as the Host — 
That daily they caress — 

Their every thought and word and deed, 
Deign, dearest Lord, to bless. 


APPENDIX 
PRAYER OF A TEACHER 


I do not crave celetsial fire, 
To kindle hearts of youth; 

I simply ask the gift divine 
To lead my class of Truth. 


To lead them thru School’s devious ways, 
To see them grow apace 

Along the path where Wisdom stands 
And doles out heavenly grace. 


I pray to fashion their young minds 
To know and do their part; 
I seek to see them drawing near 


Unto Thy Sacred Heart. 


Great Teacher, list unto my prayer! 
Oh, hearken to my plea! 

My very heart’s desire is this: 
To lead them nearer Thee. 


PRAYER FOR A HAPPY DEATH 


O my Lord and Savior, support me in that 
hour in the strong arms of Thy Sacraments, 
and by the fresh fragrance of Thy consola- 
tions. Let the absolving words be said over 
me, and Thy holy oil sign and seal me, and 
Thy own Body be my food, and Thy Blood 
my sprinkling; and let my sweet Mother, 
Mary, breathe on me, and my Angel whisper 
peace to me, and my glorious Saints . . . 
smile upon me; that in them all, and through 
them all, I may receive the gift of persever- 
ance, and die, as I desire to live, in Thy 
faith, in Thy Church, in Thy service, and in 
Thy love. Amen. 

— Cardinal Newman. 
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TO OUR LADY 


Lovely Lady dressed in blue — 
Teach me how to pray! 

God was just your little Boy, 
Tell me what to say! 


Did you lift Him up, sometimes, 
Gently, on your knee? 

Did you sing to Him the way 
Mother does to me? 


Did you hold His hand at night? 
Did you ever try 

Telling stories of the world? 

O! And did He ery? 


Do you really think He cares 

If I tell Him things — 

Little things that happen? And 
Do the Angels’ wings 


Make a noise? And can He hear 
Me if I speak low? 

Does He understand me now? 
Tell me — for you know! 


Lovely Lady dressed in blue, 


- Teach me how to pray! 


God was just your little Boy. 
And you know the way. 
— Mary Dixon Thayer 


APPENDIX 


OTHERS 


Lord, help me to live from day to day 
In such a self-forgetful way 

That even when I kneel to pray 
My prayers shall be for others. 


Help me in all the work I do 


Ever to be sincere and true 


And know that all I do for You 


Must needs be done for others. 


Let self be crucified and slain 

And buried deep; and all in vain 
My efforts be to rise again 

Unless to live for others. 


And when my work on earth is done 
And my new work in Heaven begun 

May I forget the crown I’ve won 
While thinking still of others. 


Others? Lord, yes, Others! 
Let this my motto be: 

Help me to live for others 
That I may live for Thee! 
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COMMUNION PRAYER OF AN 
OLD IRISH WOMAN 


My Loving Lord! 
A thousand welcomes! 


O Son of Mary, I love You, indeed I do. Who 
am I at all, that You should come next or near 
me? O God of Heaven, make a little corner for 
me in Your Heart, and never while there is life 
in me let me lose my place there, and after 
death may | still hide there. 


Have pity on me, O Blessed Mother! 
Talk to my God for me. Tell Him I’m a poor, 
ignorant creature, full of nothing but sin and 
misery, but that I love you, His own dear 
mother; that I am a poor servant, and, for your 
sweet sake, to help and pity me. Amen. 


JESUS IN PRACTICE 


From the path traced out by Jesus 
Never, for a moment, stray. 
Courage, over thorns and briars, 
He, your Saviour, leads the way. 
If you wish to taste His sweetness 
Then, His chalice you must share. 
If you follow in His footsteps 
You, with Him, the cross must bear. 
Let your heart be strong, seraphic, 
Chanting praises to His Blood, 
That the sinner may find mercy 
In that pure, all-saving Flood. 
Study all His words and actions, 
See His countless virtues rare, 
Let Him be your perfect Model, 
In His life of zeal and prayer. 


APPENDIX 


OLD FRIENDS 


There are no friends like old friends, 
And none so good and true; 

We greet them when we meet them 
As roses greet the dew. 


No other friends are dearer, 
Though born of kindred mold, 
And while we prize the new ones, 

We treasure more the old. 


There are no friends like old friends, 
Where’er we dwell or roam 

In lands beyond the ocean 
Or near the bounds of home. 


There are no friends like old friends 
To calm our frequent fears, 
When shadows fall and deepen 


Through life’s declining years. 


And when our faltering footsteps 
Approach the Great Divide, 
We'll long to meet the old friends 
Who wait on the other side. 
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OUR LAYDE’S KNIGHT 


Layde, I would be thy knight, 
And a-warring go; 

And thy favor blue and white 
As my colors show. 

All the night my vigil keeping 
At thy holy shrine, 

Till I see thine eyes unsleeping 
Looking into mine. 


Ladye, | would be thy knigh, 
Brandishing my blade; 

Strong my arm to hold the fight 
For thee, Royal Maid. 

Paynim foeman may assail thee; 
(Layde, have no fear!) 

For my courage will not fail me 


While I feel thee near. 


Layde, I would be thy knight, 
Courting pains and death; 
Blazoning thy honor bright 
Till my latest breath. 
Ah, sweet Layde, though they leave me 
Dead upon the field, 
Happy knight, if thou receive me 
Home, upon my shield! 
— Rev. Hugh F. Blunt, LED. 


APPENDIX 


HOLY NAME PLEDGE 


Blessed be God. 

Blessed be His Holy Name. 

Blessed be Jesus Christ, true God and 
true Man. ; 

Blessed be ithe Name of Jesus, 

I believe, O Jesus, 

That Thou are the Christ, 

The Son of the living God. 

I believe all ithe sacred truths 

Which the Holy Catholic Church believes - 
and teaches. 

I proclaim my love 

For the Vicar, of Christ on Earth. 

I promise to give good example 

By the regular practice 

Of my faith. 

I pledge myself against perjury, 


Blasphemy, profanity, and obscene speech. 


I pledge my support 

To the flag of my country 

And to the God-given principles 

Of freedom, justice, and happiness 
For which it stands. 

I pledge my support 

In honor of His Divine Name 

To all lawful authority 

Both civil and religious. 

I dedicate my manhood 

To the honor of the Sacred Name of Jesus 
And beg that He will keep me faithful 
To these pledges 

Until Death. 
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SPLINTERS OF THE CROSS 


Little heartaches, little heartaches, 
Little griefs of every day, 
Little trials and vexations, 
How they throng along our way! 


One great cross immense and heavy, 
So it seems to our weak will, 

Might be borne with resignation, 
But these many small ones kill. 


Yet all life is formed of small things, 
Little leaves fill out the trees, 

Many tiny drops of water 
Mingling make the mighty seas. 


So do many little burdens 
Pressing on our hearts right hard, 
All united form a life’s work 
Meriting a grand reward. 


Let us not then by impatience 
Mar the beauty of the whole, 

But for love of Jesus bear all 
In the silence of the soul. 


Asking Him for grace sufficient 
To sustain us through each loss, 
And to treasure each small suffering 
As a splinter of the cross. 
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PRAYER IN CHOOSING 
A STATE OF LIFE 


O My God, Thou Who art the God of wisdom and of counsel, 
Thou Who readest in my heart the sincere will to please Thee 
alone, and to govern myself with regard to my choice of a state 
of life, entirely in conformity with Thy most holy desire; grant 
me, by the intercession of the most blessed Virgin, my Mother, 
and of my holy patrons, especially Saint Joseph and Saint 
Aloysius, the grace to know what state I ought to choose, and when 
known to embrace it so that in it [ may be able to pursue and 
increase Thy glory, work out my salvation, and merit that heaven- 
ly reward which Thou hast promised to those who do Thy holy 
will. Amen. ) 

Indulgence — 300 Days, Once a Day 


For the young man who is interested in teaching and .in those 
activities connected with Boy Welfare, the Xaverian Brothers offer 
a wide field of service. 


Information concerning the requisite qualifications and the 
period and method of preparation will be furnished on applica- 
tion to the Brother Director of your school or to 

Brother Director, C.F.X. 
Mount Saint Joseph 
Carroll Station 
Baltimore 29, Maryland 
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MY OFFERING 


‘Just as | am”, Thine Own to be, 
Friend of the young, Who lovest me; 
To consecrate myself to Thee — 
O Jesus, Lord, I come. 


In the glad morning of my day, 

My life to give, my vows to pay; 
With no reserve and no delay, 

With all my heart I come. 


I would live ever in the light, 
I would work ever for the right, 

I would serve Thee with all my might: 
Therefore, to Thee, I come. 


“Just as I am”, young, strong, and free, 
To be the best that I can be 

For truth and righteousness and Thee — 
Lord of my life, I come! 


X-avier’s ways for years we ve trod 
A-nd they’re fifty years for God 
V-oices now on high let’s raise 
E-ternal God be due the praise 
R-aise our hearts to Him above 

I-n acknowledgment and love 

A-nd resolve anew as yore 

N-e’er to stray, but love Him more. 
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GOOD-NIGHT, JESUS 


Jesus dear, the day is over, 
Now I leave my labor light, 
And, before I seek my slumber, 
Come to say a sweet good-night. 


Would that I might tarry near Thee, 
Rest beneath Thy lonely shrine — 
Thou wouldst whisper loving secrets, 


And I would tell Thee all of mine. 


But I cannot linger, Jesus; 
I must leave Thee for a while. 
Now bestow on me a blessing 
And a fond, approving smile. 


I will leave my heart beside Thee; 
It will rest securest there; 

And within Thy fond embraces, 
It will grow to Thee more dear. 


So, good-night, once more, my Jesus; 
Grant, no matter where I be, 

All my day thoughts and night dreamings 
Be of Thee, and only Thee. 
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START THE DAY CHEERFULLY 


When a ‘new day comes to greet you, 
rise and meet it with a smile — © 
Every task it brings will lighten, and 
be easier the while: 

And the journey, long and tiring, that 
you really dread and fear, 

Will be shorter and much brighter, if 
you start the day with cheer. 


If you wake io fret and grumble, and 
to wear a scowl or frown, 

Crossing bridges ere you reach them 
will most surely let you down. 

Be the clouds all dark and gloomy, and 
the outlook sad and drear, 

You will see some gleams of sunshine 
if you start the day with cheer. 


TE DEUM 
Thanks be to God for 


His love and mercy; 

Thanks be to God fox 
His boundless grace; 

Thanks be to God for the 
hearts that love us; 

Thanks be to God for each 
friendly face; 

Thanks be to God for strength 
in suffering; 

Thanks be to God for joys we’ve 
known; 

Thanks be to God for the hope 
He gives us — 

Of rest eternal beside His Throne. 
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